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The - Divinity: of the 
___ Chriſtian Religion, 


Proved by the Evidence of 
Reaſon, axd Divine 
Revelation. 


CHAP. I. 


Religion 3 is neceſſary for the honour of 
| God, and happineſs of Man. Among 
the variety of Religions ini the world, 
"tis the highsſt point of Wiſdom to 
conſider which is pleaſing to God. 
| God alone is to preſcribe the way of 
his Worſhip. He has revealed it. 
The truth of Chriſtian Religion is 
made evident by comparing it with 


all 


Chz:iſtian Religion 

all other Religions. Gentiliſm con- 
vinc d of falfy by its contraditting 
Natural Light in miſtaking the ob- 
ject of Worſhip, and in the manner 
of it. The Iaolatry, the impure and 
frivolous Rites, the cruel Sacr tfices 
of the Heathens conſidered. Philo- 
ſophy was meffeFual to redreſs thoſe 
evils. Judaiſm conſfider'd. © The 
ceremonial part of that Religion con- 
tams nothing morally good. *"Tivas 
of impoſsble performance to all Na- 
tions. "Twas enjoyr'd the Jews for 
ſpecial reaſons. The carnal Law 
was to expire at the coming of the 
Meſviab, and give place to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that us all life and 
ſpirit. The falſneſs and abfurdity 

of .Mahometiſm diſcovered by the 
quality of the Author, and its nature, 
by the fraudulent and violent means 
whereby twas propazated by the 
quality of thoſe who received it, igno- 

rant 


' Þ2oved by Reaſon. 
rant barbarous Nations ; by the qua 
lity of the Reward it propounds, nei- 


ther becommg God to beſtow, nor 


Man to defire. 


Aving in ſome former 

' Diſcourtfes eſtabliſh't and 
k clear'd the Foundations. 
of Religion, I ſhall proceed to ' 
raiſe the Superſtru&ure. Thar 
God is the Maker of the World; 
that he obſerves our moral ARi- 
ons, and'will require an Account 
of thim in. the future ſtate, and 
diſtribute eternal Recompences 
accordingly, hasbeen proved by 
ſuch invincible Evidence that Rea 
ſon cannot refit. It follows there- 
fore that Religion is neceflary 
both for the honour of God, and 
in order to the happinels of Man. 
For we cannot conceive, bur that 
the wiſe Creator in making all 
B 2 things, 


FRACGL? 
Chap. 1. 
CNW RUY 


4 Chzaſtian Religion. 
"I; — ' things, deſign'd his own : Glory, 
Chap. 3-1 in Bane of * 
own Perfieions, and that they 
{ſhould be acknowledg d and reve- 
renc'd, loved and prais'd by in- 
telligent Creatures... This is a na- 
tural dury,to which Mankind with 
an unforc'd conſent agrees. For, 
as Honour in the general is the 
homage paid to conlpicuous Ex- 
cellencies, and ſpecially to beneft- 
cent Vertues ; ſo Religion, that is 
the higheſt Honour, is juſtly due 
to God, the moſt Sovereign Being 
in all Perte&tions, and our Sove- 
reign Benefactor. And 'tis equal- 
ly clear that the happineſs of Man 
depends on Religion. For it God 
regards the Actions of Men, not 


2 


to have a naked ſpeculative know- 
ledg of them, bur with an Eye of 
Providence and Judgment ; if He 
wall accept and reward our ſervi- 

CCS 


' Ces not as profitable to Him, bur 
as the juſt expreſſions of our love, 
thankfulnels, and obedience to 
Him, 'tis requifice our prime care 
{ſhould be to ſerve Him. In this 
the greateſt Dury and fupream In- 
tereſt of Men are.inviolably uni- 
ted : for what obligation can pol- 
ſibly be equal to that of pleaſing 
our Maker and. Prelerver ? and 
what is comparable to the Intereſt 
of Eternity > Fronr hence there is 
a general inclination -in Men to 
worſhip the Deity, impreſt from 
the Author of Nature ; but the 
ways are diverle. Religion changes 
Its hips in ſeveral Countries, and 
the Rites that are obſerved by lome 
Nations as ſacred, are rejected by 
others as impious, or vain. Now, 
in this variery of Religions, and 
every one contrary to the other, 
tis neceſlary to conſider which is 
B 3 _ that 
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| Chap l, that {pecial Way of { ervmg God 
NR. that is only plealing to Him. If a 


Traveller be diſtracted between 
ſeveral Wayes, he will enquired 
which leads to his Journeys end, 
and not go on with uncertainty. 
And is it notinfmcely reaſonable 
to do that in the moſt important 
Afair, which any perſon will da 
jn the moſt ordinary ? To be in- 
different in a matter ſo deeply 
CONCerning us, 1s prodigious above 
all wonder. For if the means we 
uſe to obtain the Favour of God, 
provoke his Anger, our miſery is 
remedileſs. Bur alas! no raſhnefs 
is ſo common, as that of Men's 
preferring one Religion before a- 
nother. 


| 7 How many F. alle Religions are 


defended by whole Nations with 'E 
that Zeal asit they were the molt 


aſſured Perſons? when the Foun: 
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dations of their Belief and Adhe- Che 4, 
rence are ſo weak, that did they CR. 
call Reaſon to Com el, they muſt 
be convinc'd of their Eros s. They 
are led by vain reſpects to their 
Progenitors from whom their Re- 
ligion is deriv'd ; and what they 
receive at fr(t withour diſcerning, 
chey never diſtruſt ; As if the fr(t 
Inſtructions were  ahwayes true. 
They reſign up their Judgments 
to their Princes: And if humane «1%. Pun 2. 
Aythority were a ſufficient motive of Keg Abe] f 
in this caſe, then every Religion - 19>. 
will be ſaving in the Country 
where 'tis eſtabliſh'd. by Law.Na 
the Chriſtian Religion” A doag 
ſhining with an extraordinary ln- 
ſter, which juſtifies it to every one 
th will but open his eyes tO con- 
lider it, yet is as injudiciouſly and 
careleſly received, as the vainelt 
Religion 1 inthe World, fnanume- 

BA rable 
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| Chap: I. 
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rable are Chriſtians jn title, with- 
out any ſolid conviction in their 
minds, or diyine change 1 in their 
hearts, the effects of its truth and_ 
poodnels. They are Diſciples of 
Chriſt, as the Turks are of Maho- 
nat, by the {ole impreſſion of Ex- 
ample: 

In the diſcuſſing this matter I 
{hall proceed upon ſuch Princi- 
ples as are evident to the humane 
underſtanding. *Tis a common 
Principle acknowledged by all 
Men, That God alone 15 to preſcribe 
thar Way and Order of Service wherein 
He will be honoured, For this Rea- 
jon thole who in any Nation in- 


troduc'd a Form of. Religion, al- 


\ways pretended to have Divine-. 


Direction for it. Now that God 


has (1 ignified his Will to Men in 


this moſt ' important Matter, *ris 


raolt re reaſonable to believe. The 


Philo- 
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} Philoſopher: Jv" char Ganks; 1s Cap * "Y 
the providence. of Nature, F 


th: t:the LAVRSI 
moſt neceſlary Arts for Q 1 Up-F Sag cre 
oort of life are eaſily learnt.of all. * 
In the rudeſt Ages men were skil- 
full to cultivate the Earth, to g0- 

vern their Flocks, to arale their 
Proviſions for fond. But thoſe 
Arts that were onely for delight, 
not abſolutely uſeful ; as Md. >, 
Painting, Perfuming , Embriode- .<- 
ry, &c. required more ſtudy and 2 
<1 and therefore were more = 
mien. And if the Divine Pro- 
vidence has ſuch a tender care of 
Man, as to make the knowledge 
of ſack things eaſy, as are  Tequi- 
lite for the Temporal life, "tis rea- 
{on to believe he has not lefr him 
deſtitute of thoſe means that are 
neceſſary for the obtainingEternal 
Life. Now that the Chriſtian 


Religion alone Is true, will tully 
apIFS", "| 7 FOE 


10 - Chziſtian Religion 
Oba. 3. 1. By comparing it with other 
| "wRIRelipions, thar __ trial -_ wy 
| £,, 1 + vincd ff open fallity, or that they 
>a _ are "Getty mes by the Chri. 
SE4/4ian in thoſe things wherein they 
ave any reſemblance, or degrees 
of Truth and Goodnels. 
2. By conſidering it dire&ly, 
as to its intrin{ick excellencies, and 
thoſe External Supernatural Ope- 
rations, that are the expreſs Cha- 
racers of Gods hand, which af- 
ford an infallible teſtimony of his 
approving 1t. 
Before the coming of Chriſt in- 
to the World there were two ſorts 
of Religions, Genrtiliſme, and Ju- 
daiſme. The firſt 1s utterly ex- 
cluded upon the account of its 
groſs and palpable contrariety to 
the Principles of {ound Reaſon. 
1. By a fundamental error in 
the Object of Worſhip. Idolatry 
a: rhen 


- p20ved by Beaſon, | 
then ſpread through all the Regi-.c. {ge I. 
ons under both the Hemiſpheres. \@NMRu 
Now 'tis evident by Reaſon these 
is but one true Gad, an Infinite 
Being, the Maker ad Governour 
ofall things, that has alone Divine 
excellencies in himſelf, and a Di- 
vine Empire over us, and conſe- 
quently is alone w orthy of Su- 
preme Honour. And whart greater 
indignity can be offered ro Him, 
than the placing of Idols in His 
Throne? He 1s a jealous God, 

ſenſible and ſevere; and will not 
{ufter any partner in his Worſhip," 
His Honour is eminently con- 
cern'd to vindicate His deſpiſed 
Deity. "Tis a picriful ſhift to al- 
ledg, that they honoured their in- 
 feriour Gods with a lower and 
imperfect worſhip : for all divine 
Worſhip 1 is ſupreme, and to be 
give En only to the ſupreme God. 


Be- 


I. 
Chap. I. 
CRY 


As worſhip'd. For the Devil, the ir- 


Chziſtian Religion 
Beſides, what mare debaſes Man 


than to canſecrate the flower of his 
eſteem and affeftions to unworthy 


_ Objects,and many times to $57 


wherein were no ſigns of Life, 
much leſs any Ray of Divinity ? 
*Tis evident therefore that the nu- 
merous Sects of Superſtition were 
involv'd in the molt wretched ig- 
norance of God and themlelves. 


reconcileable Enemy to God's 
Glory and Man's Happineſs, was 
pleas'd with their deadly Errours. 
Letthem adore the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven, or of the Earth, it was alike 
tohim : for they all diverted the 
minds of Men from the ſole Ob- 
ject of Divine Worſhip, the true 


. God. 


2, Gen- 


p20ved by Reaſon, 


2. Gentiliſm was equally cul- mated 
pable in the manner of Worſhip. Cy 


Thoſe who made Gods to them- 


ſelves, ordained their ſervice ac- 
cording to their fancies. But the 
true God that made Man will be 
worſhipped. according to his own 
appointment. Now if we conli- 
der that unintelligible variety of 
Rel I the Heathens, 
We (Pall have reaſon to conclude, 
that there is no inſtance wherein 
the exceſs of Man's native blind- 
neſs and depravation is more alto- 
niſhing, than in the ways he has 
deviſed for the ſerving of God. 
This will appear by taking a ſhort 
general view of the ways of Wor- 
{hip in practice among the moſt 
learned and polite Heathens. 


The Grec 1ans and Romans had Tanta Genti, ; 


more Art and Improvement than *” 77 7e%#s 
, frivolss ple 


the reſt, yet how frivolous and ex- wnqre Reli- 


travagant 82 9. Plin. 


14 


| Magis ex 

alieno jecore 
S apiebant, 
quam ex ſuo. 


FRALY 
Chap. 1. 


Chziſtian Religion 
travagant, ray how impious were 
CAA their lolemn Myſteries 2 "The E- 


leuſmia ſacra, - the rites of Cybele, 


the Floraka, &c. were mixtures of 


Folly and Filthineſs. Their Au- 
ouries by the flight of Birds, their 
Prelages by inſpecting the |Incrals 
of Beaſts, and the Smoak of the 
Incenſe, were ſo fantaftick, that if 
one had defign'd to invent things 
ridiculous without the leaſt ſhew 
of Reaſon, it had not been pofſi- 
ble ro exceed them. They were 
very curious about 'Trifles, and 
carelels of real Vertue : And what 
is more unworthy of God than to 
imagine that He 1s pleated with 


| Iittle ſenſleſs oblervances folemn-_ 
ly performed ? 'They were afraid 
co {oil themſelves with imaginary 
pollutions, and inſenſible of the 
deepeſt defilements. Their moſt 
ſacred Myſteries were a covert for 


Un- 


p20ved by Reaſon, v5 
|Uncleannels, and under che mask C50” 
-liciot{ the baſeſt Villanies 3A 
of Religion the baleſt Villanies (ao 
- were difguiſed. But I will not rake M*x\s 
ou TE ; . AD@go1TYS 
in thoſe {inks of filthinels. 'Now cya. 'A- 
what is more impious than to itna- 75cm, 
4 je lea fed: wick oh; It g&y[a, 
gine that God is pleated with the 375, a; 
moſt ſordid Lufts, that-cannot be 997: tt 


d without violating:Mode. 0975 
nam'd without violating'Mode anxkliat. 


ſty, nor thought of withoutdefi- zatyur ovv 
ling the Mind with their infamous 7, 14#x0 
Tdeas ? Bur *tis no wonder that ſuch 0555, ates. 
pollutions were efteemed Relipi- Protrept. 


ous Rices, for they attributed to 


their Gods ſuch actions as were 
moſt unworthy a vertuonus Man. 
The Poets were the chief Doctors 
in their Church. Their tales of the 
Rapes and Incefts, and ſecret A-- 
mours of their repnted Deities, 
_ were the rule of their Faith. And 
what a pernitious influence this 
kind of belief had upon them, and 
how diſhonourable it was to their 
Gods, 


MAaP- Te yer'd.; It was Cicero's jult cenſure 
| cid” Homer, that Naas he ſhould 
| have raiſed up Earth to Heaven, 
inſtructed Men to live according 
co the purity of the Gods, he forc'd 
down Heaven to Earth, and 
made the :Gods to live like Men 
in this Region of impurity. *Tis 
the higheſt Glory of Man to be 
made the Image of God in moral 
_ excellencies, and 'tis the vileſt con- 
eumely to God to faſhion him to 
be the Image of Mans vicious af- 
Re. i 
Add further, that Man was a 
ſinner, and under: the righteous 
diſpleaſure of Heaven, all were 
compell'd ro acknowledge by the 
Stings of Conſcience. But what | 
miſerable work has been made 
from the ignorance and guilty 
tears of the Heathens,to render the 
[| Deity 
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proved by Reaſon. . * 17 


Delty -ProPitious, 15 manifeſt 1n Cl, 

ſeveral inſtances, and eſpecially in Cu 
their cruel ſacrifices of Men. "This 
was their practiſe in extream dan- 
gers, to purge their Cities, and a- 
vert Divine Judgments.As it lome 
eminent acts of Sin had the vertue 
| ofexpiation. In ſhort, the deſign 
| of Religion isto procure the ta- 
vour of God,and to ſanctifhe Man, 
both which are neceſſary in order 
to his Bleſledneſs ; but how in fuf- 
fcient Gentiliſm was for thele 
great effects is manifelt. Nay, on 

the contrary, ſuch a prodigious 

mixture of folly and wickedneſs 
makes it {adly evident, that the 
variety of Religions among the 
1 Heathens, were bur ſeveral ways 
| of diſhonouring God, and periſh- 
ing for ever. It is further tobe. 
oblerved, that the Philoſophers 
of greateſt reputation, admir'd as 
G Oracles 


18 Chultian Religion 
Chap. 1. Oracles of more than humane 
ray Vidom, did not cure thele de- 

{tructive evils. They ſhould have 
expreſt an Heroic Magnaminity 

(ro which they vainly pretended) 

in rehiſting the dreadful torrent 

of Idolatry that everflowed the 

World. But they baſely cempo- 

| 1iz'.d with the vulgar Heathen. 
'? "mi "Twas their declared Principle, 
1 3 (9/9 that a wile Man ſhould follow 
| Aterko WE Paoythe Religion of his Country, and 


Fo Jk8. conform in his external practice 
Ve. 408-1 with eftabliſhe cuſtoms, if he re- 
| fu 0 ſerv'd his mind free for Philoſo- 
|. þ./9.5, phy. Thus they extinguiſh'd the 
= moſt radiant beam of the Deity, 
and rob'd him of his moſt glorious 
Actribure,the Unity of his Eſſence. 
And by this we may judge how 
unfr they were to inſtru&t and 
corre& the degenerate World, and 
make it truly better, when they 


{uffer'd 


 p2oved by Reaſon. 19 
ſuffer'd Religion, the founcain of Patna 
all Vertues, to be corrupted, and > 
the Worſhip of the only true God, 
the prime andchief parr of Piety, 
to be given not only to interiour 
objects, bur to evil Spirits. Miſe- 
rable Phyſicians! whoſe care was 
applied to redrels ſome lefler evils 
that concern'd Societies, and neg- 
le&ed this mortal wound in : # 
Heart. "Tis a killing aggravation 
of their connivance and compli- 
ance with ignorant Idolaters, that 
they held the truth m unrighteouſ- 
' neſs; and when they knew God, 
they glorified Fm not as God, but 
chang'd the Glory of his Incorruptible 
Nature, into an Image made like to 
corruptible Man, and Birds, and four- 
footed Beaſts, and creeping things. 
This was the ſtate )of the Pagan 
World till the Goſpel appear'd, 
and directed the natural rehgious 
C z incli- 


M1 oo Beg ,2 
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20 
PRAL 
Chap. 1. 
=—_aa<n- 


__ _ Chiaiſitan Keligien 
inchnation of mankind into its 
proper channel, to the only true 


God. 
2. The Religion of the Jews 1s 


tobe conlidered. This the Chriſti- 


ans acknowledg with them, was 
Divine in its Authority, Doctrine, 
Moral part, Worſhip and Promi- 
{es. God himſelf was the Au- 
thor, and confirm'd it by many 
1luſtrious Miracles. "Tis deliver'd 
inthe moſt antient authenrick and 
venerable Writings in the World. 
Ic inftru&s us concerning the Na- 
ture of God, his Works of Creati- 
on and Providence, and the Judg- 
ment to come. It commands the 
love of God, and to ſerve him on- 
ly, and the love of our Neighbour 
as our ſelves. "The ceremonial 
part was a full conviction of the 
guilt of Sin, a viſible diſcovery of : 
the rights of eternal Juſtice, and a 

power- 
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powerful means to humble Men And _ 
before the Infinite and oftended _>V- 
Majeſty of the Creator. It pro- 
pounds temporal rewards, as the 

marks of Gods favour {utable to 

the Church then inirs minority, 
S but under that Vaile the moſt ex- 
| cellent and eternal rewards. This 
{ Religion in its Ceremonial exter- 

nal part was to continue till the 

coming of the Meſttah,and then to 

be aboliſh'd. . "To make this evi- 

dent, I ſhall thus proceed : : 

1. Thatthe ceremonial part con- 

rain'd nothing that was morally 
and unchangeably good, for then 

it had been obligatory to all Na- 

tions, and from the beginning ; 

whereas it was preſcribed only to. 

the Jews, and after along ſpace of 

time, wherein many haly Men, 

though ignorant of that part of the 

Law, yet received a Divineteſti- e 
G1 mony 


22 Chziſtian Religion 
Chap. 1- mony that they pleaſed God. 


LARS) 8 2, "Twas of impoſiible per- 
formance to all other Nations ; as 
appears by the Precepts concern- 
ing Sacrifices that were to be of- 
fered only in Jeruſalem, and by the 
Levirical Prieſts, and their ſolemn 
Feſtivals ſo many times in the 
Year. Now the Worſhip of God 
being an eflential Duty of the rea- 
{onable Creature, 'tis abſurd to 
imagine that it neceſlarily conſiſts 
in ſuch things that cannot be done 
by all Men. 
2. God himſelf often declar'd 
that the Rituals of the Law were 
of no price with him abſolutely 
conſider'd. 
4. They were enjoynd the 
| Jews for peculiar reaſons, princi- 
pally that by thoſe imperfect rudi- 
ments they might be prepar'd for | 
the times of Reformation, God had 
| .: drawn 


p20ved by Reaſon. 23 
drawn in the Legal Miniſtration, Chi x. 
numberleſs Images of the Meſſiah; CARY 
their Temple and High- Prieſt, - 
their Ark and Offerings, with all 
their Ceremonial Service did 11 1g- 

nally point at him. And this is 

_ aninfallibleevidence, that a mind 
ſuperiour to' Moſes's deſi 190 'd all 

that Work with a final relpe&t to 
Chriſt, that the Jewiſh Nation 
having the 1dea of him always 
preſent might . not miſtake him 
when he ſhould appear. And that 
heavy yoke of Ceremonies, with 
the ſpirit of (ervile fear that < AT 
ed it, was to excite in them earneſt 
longings after the Meſſiah,the De- 
fire of all Nations, that with un- 
{peakable joy they might receive 
himat his coming. | 

Now that the Legal Lain 
ſhould expire for the weakneſs 
and ans art. thereof, and 
C4 2 


3 | Chziſ{tian Religion 
_— a Divine Sacrifice be offer'd up of 
2 lp infinite value and vertue to recon- 
_ cile God, and purife the Conlci- 
ences of Men, was declared whilit 
the ſervice of the Temple was per- 
form'd with the greateſt Pomp. 
Thus the Meſſiah ſpake by the 
mouth of David, Sacrifice and offer- 
' img thou doſt not deſire, my heart haſt 
thou open'd ; Burnt-offering and Sin- 
offering haſt thou not required ; then ſaid 
1, lo 1 come;in the volume of the Book "tis 
written of me ; 1 delight to do thy will O 
my God. And the ſame inſpired 
Prophet declar'd when the Levi- 
_ tical Prieſthood was in the great- 
eſt ſplendour, that there was ano- 
ther order of Prieſthood than that 
_ of Aaron, eſtabliſhed in a more 
ſolemn manner, and of everlaſt- 
Pſal.110, Ing efficacy : The Lord hath ſworn, 
and will not repent, thou art a Prieſt for 
ever after the order of Melchiſedec. 
| 'That 
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Thar this Prophecy reſpected the Fo ch 
Meſſah, even the Phariſees could "oY 
nor deny. For when Jeſus Chriſt #22: 42+ 
askt them whoſe Son Chriſt was 
to be ? they an{wered, Davids. And 
demanding again,whyDavid call'd 
him Lord, in thoſe words of the 
Pſalms, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
fit thou at my right hand till T have 
made thine enemies thy foot-ſtool ? they 
could anſwer nothing. Their ſilence 

| wasa clear acknowledgment that 
the Meſſiah was the Perſon there 
intended. "The Apoſtle alſo who zz, 5.5. 
wrote to. the Jews, takes it for 
granted by the univerſal conſent - 1.4 
of that Nation, that that Plalm re- ”: HL. predmeuyy 
{pected the Meſliah, and proves it -ondhs Me = | 
was accompliſh'd in Jeſus Chriſt, <<< py 2" IJ 
Beſides, *rwas foretold by the Pro- *./7%/ Pete 
phert Jeremiah, that another Cove- foneind /54J 
nant ſhould be made, wherein the | 


real benefits of the pardon of Sin, 
and 


26 Chiiſfttan Religion 
Chap. 1. and true Holineſs that were tipih- 
rNvead by the Legal purifications and 

obſervances, thould be conferred 
on God's People. Behold, the days 
come, ſaith the Lord, that Twill make a 
 new\Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, 
different from that made with their 
Fathers when they came out of the Land 
of Ag ypt, I will put my Law into their iſ 
inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts, and will be their God, and they 
| ſhall be my People. And they ſhall no 
more teach every Man his Neighbour, 
and every Man his Brother, ſaying, 
Know the Lord , for they ſhall know me 
from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of 
them, ſaith the Lord : for I will forgive 
their iniquities, and I will remember 
their fin no more. In ſhort, there are 
abundant Declarations in the Pro- 
phets, that the carnal Religion of | 
the Jews ſhould expire, nW.. a Re- 


ligion all Spirit and Life ſhould | 
: ſucceed 
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ſucceed in its place, and be diftu- Chap, 1. 
ſed among all Nations. "This was CvRu 
to be introduc'd by the Meſſiah. 

Thus. Hoſes foretold, The Lord thy 
| God ſhall raiſe up a Prophet from 4- 
mong thy Brethren like unta me,” Him 
ye ſhg!! hear, "Twas the fingular 
prerogative of Moſes aboye - the 
| reſt of the Prophets, that he was 
a Lawgiver, and\Mediatour.of'the 
Covenant between God and{ſrael, 
and accordingly the Meſhah was 
to bea Lawgiver and Mediatour 
of a new Covenant. Now it the 
Moſaic Inſtitutions were to re- 
main after his coming, the Pa- 
rallel would not hold between 
them in thoſe principal reſpects. 
Beſides, 'twas prophelied that the 
Meſſiah ſhould be a King fitting 
on the Throne of David, and com- 


, manding the Kings of the Earth. By 
which 'tis evident that his Laws 


muſt 


238 Chaiſtian Religion 
Chap. ,. muſt be of another: nature than 
@ry, thole of Moſes, that were Or 

only to the Church whilſt con- 
fin'd to the Jewith pale, but not 
forthe government of the World. 
And whereas the Jews object,that 
{ome of their Rites were ordagyn'd 
ro continue for ever. "The er 
is clear, "That was only to diftin- 
guiſh them from ſome temporary 
injun&tions, that were of force on- 
ly while they were in the Wilder- 
neſs, or when they were inhabi- 
rants of (anaan, but were to be 
_ practis'd in all places,rill by a new 
fignthcation of the Divine Will 
\ they were forbidden. And 'tis ob- 
 ſervable that in the Jewiſh Law: 
the term for ever, when applied ei- 
ther to a Mans right, or to ſervi- 
tude, imports only a continuance 
to the Jubile : ſo £'S thoſe Ritu- 
als were to continue in their vi- 
| TOUT 
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gour during that intire period, and fo etronrhy 
to be determin'd after the coming C23. 
of the Meſſiah, the great Jubile of 
the World. And that Jeſus Chriſt 
& the promiſed Meſſiah 'is moſt 
evident, in that his coming was 
exactly as he was deſigned, and 
was to be expected, that he had 
| the power of working Miracles 
toauthoriſe him to change the ex- 
| ternals of their Worſhip and' Ser- 
' vice. Briefly, Judaiſm now is bur 
_ the Carcaſs of a dead Religion, 
. and the obſtinate adherers to it, 
are become [o ſottiſhly blind, as ; 
to believe the moſt prodigious 
fables, as SivineRevelarondiitcis v. " toths, | 
| Talmud, ſo reverenc'd by them, 
contains intolerable follies, nay , 
Blaſphemies againſt God. It / uy of | 
regulates his hours in the day. ahuredl Jour, 
It relates that he ſpends three 1n (Faw, p,915 
ſtudying the Law,and three more ., J!Tele. of. 


e-— ©®V 


30 Chiiſtian Religion 
Chap: 3. in the inſtructing Children that 
CALdyed in their minority, and that he 

employs three in taking the ac- 
counts of the World, and in the 
three laſt diverts himſelf with 
Leviathans,and that the night being 
come, (for they imagine that the 
Sun ſets in Paradiſe) he aſcends 
a Chariot drawn by the ſ{witteſt 
Spirits, the Cherubans, and vilits the 
eighteen thouſand Worlds he cre- 
ated, I ſhall not inſtance in any 
| more of their extravagant tales, 
not to be defended by the pretence 
of ſolemn Myſteries,and by ſtrai- 
ned Allegories. This is ſufficient 
to ſhew that by the Righteous 
Judgment of God, for their reject- 
ing the Truth of the Goſpel they 
are given upto believe Lies. 
| Since the comeing of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Fabumetaniſm has over- 
" ſpread a great part of the Barba- 
rxOus 
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rous World, Burthis carties in it 5, 
ap. I, 

ſuch apparent and certain marks of A} 
falfiry, that it can be no tempraci- 
on to any perſon in whom there 
is but a ſpark of good. Hence whe- 
cher we conlider, 

1. The Authour from whom it 
was derived : a robber,one drenchr 
in ſenſuality, and therefore utter- 
ly unqualifed to bethe 'revealer 


of the Will of the Holy God to 
| Men. 
| __ 2. The quality of its doctrines ; 
ſome are ridiculous and extraya- 
gant above . the vanity of a feave- 
riſh dream : ſome are pernicious, 
fattering both the lower Appe- 
tites ; the concupilſcible,by looſing 
its natural reſtraints from exorbi- 
rant fleſhly pleaſures ; the iraſci- 
ble, by commending the violent 
opprefſion of others for the ad- 
vancement of Religion, 
3. The 
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FRALY 3. The means by which it had 
Chap. 1. irs riſe and was propagated : Ir 
ſprang from impolture ; Mahomet 
erected an Oracle in his own Fan- 
cy, and pretended that the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended thereto give his 
inſpirations. Thus he leduc'd at 
bf : but having got a ſtrong par- 
ty, Force ſucceeded Deceit. The | 
Sword cut its way through many 
Countries. And is itſtrange thar 
the People ſo fiercely taught | 
ſhould follow the Religion of the 
cruel Conquerour ? "Thus it was 
planted,chus it increa('d,and is ſtill 
maintain'd by the ſame cauſes. _ 
4. The quality of thole who 
received it. "They were Barbarous 
Nations, and abſolutely forbid to 
make an inquiry into the matters 
of Religion. And how ealie 1s it 
to make an impreſſion on the rude 


lump of the multitude 2 what 
wonder 
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wonder is it that pleaſant follies Chap P. 2. 
ſhould uſurp the belief of the ig- CARY 
norant vulgar ? 
5. It promiles inthe future life 

a Paradiſe ft for Swine, moſt un- 
worthy the glorious Rewarder 
God, and the excellence of Man. 
This is lo evident, that Avicen, a 
Saracen Philoſopher, and .Mahu- 

| metan in profeſſion, ſpeaks with 
abhorence of thoſe dreggy low - 
delights, and onthe contrary alſ- 

| lerts, thatthe heighth of happineſs 

 151n £1 perfeCtions of the Soul u- 
nited to God ; and thus vertually 
condemns their Faith AS repugnant 
to the dictates of clear Reaſon. 


CHAP. II: 


The Chriſtian Religion dire&Hy conſt» 
dered, Pr evious Conſt derations, 
1D L | Thas 
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34 Chaiſtian Religion 
Chip. +. That there was ſuch a perſon as Je- 
LRSY ſus Chriſt who converſt m the World, 

| and mſtututed that Religion, is moſt 
credible from the uniform teſtimony 
of Chriſtians mn all Ages. "Tis equal- 
ly certain the Books containing the 
Dofrme of ( hriſt, are tranſmitted 
without material alteration. 'The 
proofs of Chriſtian Religion, though 
not equal in clearneſs to ſence or ſci- 
ence, yet are ſufficient to convmce 
unprejudiced minds of its truth. | 
The intrinſick Exceſlencies of the 
Chriſtian Religion confidered, 'The 
Dottrines of the Goſpel illuſtrate 
Natural Truths ' concerning God, 
and reveal what ts further neceſſary 
for bis Glory and Man's Happmeſs. 
The mtire Agreement between them, 
The Geſpel diſcovers the miſery f 
oe Mani us cauſes and degrees , and 
| the means of hs recovery. It re- 
preſents a full and glorious Image 9 
God's 
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God's Perfeftions in the manner of $050 4 


our Reſtoration. Therefore tis WOY- \; 
thy of all acceptation. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion ſets before us a Rale 
pure and perſpicuous, in nothing ſu- 
perfluons or defective. The Pro- 
miſes of the Gofpel are worthy of 
God, and ſuitable tothe wants and 
deſres of Men. They offer the 
pardon of Sin upon the condition of 
Repentance and Faith, The ſuper 
natural Aſgiſtance of the holy Spirit : 
The ſupply of our temporal wants, 
and ſupport under Afftuftions. The 
reward of Eternal Life. 


T Will now conſider the Chri- 
_ ftian Religion directly in it 


ſelf. Ic has this noble prerogative 
above the reſt, the more one lear- 
ches intoit, the more its Divinity 
appears. Whereas other Religions 
may pleaſe a ſudden Eye, but can- 
 D-23 {7 om 


26 ChaiſtianReligion 
C5) not endure a ſerious tryal. Some 
q=- yp things are to be premiled. 

1. 1ſhall- ſuppole it as a Prin- 
ciple above all doubt, there was 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, who 
converled in the World, conſign'd 
che Chriſtian Do&rine tothe A- 

_ poſtles, and by them "tis conveyed 
ro us in the New-Teſtament. For 
in aſſerting it, we have the uniform 
depoſition of all that profels this 

Religion, from its riſe till the pre- 
lent Age, and in all parts of the 
World. © Though in other things 
of different opinions, yet they a- 
Cree 1n this, that Jelus Chriſt was 
their Founder. Now who can 
better know the Author of an In- 
{ticution Eccleſ1aſtical or SScular, 
than thole who were admitted in- 
roits beginning, and thoſe who. 
have {ucceeded in that order from 
age tO age without interruption ? 


| Beſides, 
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Beſides, we have the conſenting CR 5 Þ 
and conſtant teftimony of Jews INE” I 
and Heathens, the obſtinate oppo- 
ſers of the Chriſtian Religion, thac 
its name as well as original was 
derived from Chriſt, We may 
with more Realon {uſpect, there 
were never {uch Philoſophers as 
Plato and Ariſtotle, or that the 
Books which from their times by 
univerſal perſevering fame have 
been attribured to them, were 
made by others and put forth un- 
der falle.titles, than to queſtion 
what is {o generally receiy'd con- 
cerning the Author of the Goſpel. 
"Tis the perfection of folly and 
madaels to oppole iuch evidence. 
2. "Tis equally certain that the 
Books of the New-Teſtamenc are 
tranſmitted to us in their original 
purity, without any material al- 
reration. For it 1s incredible that 
T. DF 7 the 


2s Chziftian Religion 
Chap: 2. the ſocieties of (hriſtians ſhould 
LA. neglect the paces Incorrupt 
; and intire, thoſe Writings which 
they eſteemed a molt ſacred trea- 
ure, on which they built their 
hopes of eternal bleſſednefs. It 
cannot be ſuppos'd they would 
tranſmit them to their Children, 
whoſe Salvation muſt have been 
dearer to them than the World, 
otherwiſe than they received them. | 
This were to charge them with the 
molt ſupine careleſneſs, and un- 
natural cruelty. Beſides, the great 
' number of Copies diſperſt through 
all places, and tranſlated into ma- 
ny Languages, and read in all 
Chriſtian Aflemblies, make the at- 
rempr to falſihe them in things of 
moment to be morally impoſſi- 
ble. This will be more clear, if 
we conſider that among ( briſti- 
ans there have been ſo many per- 
{ons 
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p20ved by Reaſon. 20 i 
_ perſons wiſe and good, of excel- Chap. 2. | 
lent learning and vertue, and of Ca, 
diverſe Countries, that by their of- 
fice were eſtabliſh't the Depoſito- 
ries of thoſe precious Writings. 
And is there any colorable pre- 
rence to imagine, that they ſhould 
ſuffer any notable alteration ir 
them, much leſs conſpire to makea 
change in any Doctrines of Faith 
or LF: therein deliver'd ? Togive 
reputation and credit to a lye, in- 
titling it to Divine Revelation, eſ- 
pecially in matters of Eternal con- 
E {cquence, is {uch a black crime, 
that none can be preſumed capa- 
ble of, but one that has utterly loſt 
his Conſcience. I ſhall not here 
urge, that the Immortal Provi- 
dence of God is eminently inte- 
reſted in preſerving the Sctiptures 
in {ufficient purity. Ir were a vile 
imputation upon his Wildom and 


D 4 Good- 
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I Goadnels.to believe that he would 
LEAR Permit them to be undiſcernably 
corrupted in points important to 
his own Glory, and Mans Salvati- 
on. Thusa ſnare would be laid 
without poſſibility of prevention, 
and the embracing Error inſtead 
of Truth would be innocent. But 
this Argument though incompa- 
rably - beſt, {uppoles that 
che Chriſtian Doctrine deſcended 
from Heaven, the proofs of which 


are to be conlidered. 


. I willnor inſiſt on the proofs 
of all che myſterjous points of the 

Chriſtian Faith ſingly con{1der'd, 
bur propound the AY nu 


_ evincethe truth of thatReligion, 
wherein they are expreſly and 
clearly contain'd, and from thence 
conclude that 'tis moſt reaſonable 
Fo believe them.. As 1n belieging 


+ Town, the Aſlailants do not at- 
tack 
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tack every particular Houſe, but Chap. 2. 


vigorouſly preſs on to poſſeſs XA, 
themſelves of the Ciradel that "Tp 
commands the whole, and with 
that all the Houſes are conquer'd: 
That Divine Revelation is infalli- 
ble,is an acknowledg'd Principle 
by all Men: for natural Reaſon 
dictates that unerring Wiſdom, 
and infinite Goodnels, are eſſential 
perfections of God; ſo that he can- 
not be deceived, nor deceive thoſe 
that truſt in his Word. 
| 4. The proots of the truth of 
Chriſtian Religion are of a mo- 
ral nature;andthough not of equal 
clearneſs with-the teſtimonies of 
Senſe,or a Mathematical Demon- 
ſtration, yet are ſo pregnant and 
convincing, that ' the confidering 
diſpaſlionare ſpirit tully acquieſces 
In them. A Mathemarical Demon- 
ſtration brings ſo ſtrong a Lighr 
LG, Fax 
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_ Chap. 2. that the Mind cannor ſuſpend its 
ry aſſent, but is preſently overcome 


X* De perit, 


Rel Chriſt, 


by the naked propounding of the 
Object: And hence it is that in 
Mathematical matters, there are 
neither Infidels nor Hereticks. But 


the motives of Faith are {uch, that 


although the Obje& be moſt cer- 
rain, yet the Evidence is not ſo 
clear and irrefiſtible,as that which 
flows from Senfe,or a Demonſtra- 
tion. And 'tis the excellent ob- 
ſervation of ||Grotius,God has wile- 
ly appointed this way of per{wad- 
ing Men the truth of the Golpel, 
that Faich might be accepted as 
an act of Obedience from the rea- 
ſonable Creature, For the Argu- 
ments to induce belief, though of 
ſufficient certainty, yet do not ſo i 
conſtrain the mind to give its aſ- 
ſent, but there 1s prudence and 


Choice in it. Not that the Will 


Call 
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can make a direct impreſhion upon Chap. 2. 
the Mind, that it ſhould comply Cv. 
with its defire, and fee what it does 
not ſee. It cannot make an ob- 

{cure Object to be clear to its per- 
ception, no more than it can 
change the colour of viſible things, 
and make what appears green to 
the Eye to ſeem red, Burt Ke mind 
ated by ſufhcient Reaſons 


that the Chriſtian Rog is 


from God, repreſents it {o to the 
Will, and the Will, if ſincere and 
unbiaſt by carnal affeftions, com- 
mands the Mind not to diſguiſe 
the Truth,to make it leſs credible, 
nor to palliate with ſpecions co- 
lours the pretences of .Infidelicy. 
And thus the belief of it reſults 
from conviction and love. 

This moral evidence is as con- 
vincing as 1s requifit to make us 
ſteadfaſtly believe and obey the 

Goſpel. 
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Chap. 2. Goſpel. Moral Arguments pro- 
PR duce as latisfying certainty,though 

not {o palpable as thoſe drawn 
from Senſe. When there is a con- 
currence of Reaſons proper to the 
nature of things, and the ſtrongeſt 
they are capable of,by their united 
light they diſpel all doubtsand tear 
of the contrary. For after the Un- 
derſtanding has deliberately and 
impartally compar'd the Motives 
and Arguments in favour of the 
rruth of a thing,and thoſe that con- 
tradi&t it,and fhindsthe moſt weigh- 
ry moments of Realon in one ſcale 
for ir,and 1n the other nothing bur 
Air and emprineſs, it concludes 

- without heliration or {uſpence that 
{uch a thing is real. And as itis 
impoſſible that a Phyſical demon- 
{tration concerning the exiſtence 
of a thing fhould be deceitful, be- 


caule the two parts of a contre 
diction, 
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50i0n, x of the beingandno be- QF, 
ing of a thing, cannor be true : fo CAA 
there is as 1t were an equal repug- | 
nance, that a moral Demonſtrati- 
on, form'd. upon the beſt Argu- 
ments the matter will. admur, - 
ſhould deceive the Mind. Ir pre- 
{ents the object without. a cloud, 
ſo that the Uuderſtanding has an 
undoubted aflurance of it. 

To proceed;the intrinſick excel- 
lencies of the Chriſtian Religion 
will appear, by conſidering the 
Doctrines, Precepts, and Promi- 
les it contains, which are the eflen- 
tial parts of Religion. And of 
them in general we may oblerve, 

1. The Goſpel illuſtrates and e- 
ſtabliſhes all the natural Principles 
of truth and goodnels thatarecom- 
mon to mankind, the rule of mo- 
ral ations : and revealsall {uper- 
natyral things requiſit for the Glo- 


—J 
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| Chap: 2. ry of God, and the ſupreme hap. | 
CAR Pineſs of Man, that reified Rea. 
4on upon the diſcovery, mult ac- 
knowledg ir came from Heaven, 
and infallibly leads thoſe who be- 

lieve and obey it to Heaven. | 
2. There is fuch an intire agree- 
ment between all the parts of the 
Chriſtian Religion for the accom- 
 pliſhing its great end, as affords : 
clear convictien tis no humane in- 
yention,but from God: As the Har: 
monious Compoſition,the beauti- 
ful order,and uniform preſervation 
of the World, is a ſenſible demon- 
{tration that it proceeds from 2 
molt iſe powerful and good Cauſe. 
In particular, the Do&trine of 
the Goſpel contains beſides what 
may be known of God, and 
of Man by Natural Light, two 
principal points : An account of 
the corruption and miſery of man- 


| kind 
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Redemption effeCtually accom- . Zo 


pliſh'd by the Son of God. The 
diſcovery of both is oqually ne- 
cellary to Man. "The firlt makes 
| him underſtand the depth of his 
ouiltineſs, that he is incomparably 
more wretched than he feels him- 
ſelf, clears the Purity and Juſtice 
of God inhis dealings with Man, 
and prepares him by the afflicted 
ſenſe of his condition for Mercy. 
And the knowledge of the Divine 
Redeemer powerful to reſtore 
him, 1s asneceſlary in order to his 
Duty and Happineſs. For with- 
out it he would be always tor- 
mented with the mournful re- 
membrance of his loſt felicity,and 
harden'd in difpair. 
x. The Chriſtian Religion gives 
a full account of the depravation 
and milery of humane Nature in 
its 
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 RAANithrt Cauſes. The Heathens felt 
Chap. 2. an inſuperable permanent diſcord 
in Man between the upper Facul- 

ties and the lower Appetites, but 

were utterly ignorant of the Cauſe 

of it. Now the Scripture reveals 

that” Man in the origina] frame of 

his Nature was ſh: x and holy, 

a piece of workmanſhip worthy 

the Perfections of his Creator, but 

he abus'd his liberty to break the 

firſt Command, which was given 

for the tryal of his Obedience. He 

yeelded tothe inticements of a fal- 

len Spirit, who was a Liar, that he 

might be a Murderer, and by his re- 

volt from God loſt his Holineſs, 

and made a forfeiture of all the 
priviledges of his happy State. 
Thus the Fountain was tainted; 
and who can bring a clean thing out of 

an unclean ? By the offence of one 


Judgment came upon all to condemnati- 
ons 
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on. Every Man is now born a Chap, 2. 
flave of Sin, a tributary of Death. CVvRu 
From hence it follows, that the 
molt deformed Monſters in villa- 
ny, the nvuſtfierce enemies of Re- 
ligion ſerve to confirm its "Truth; 
as well as the moſt eminent Saints. 
Thele ſhew the vertue of Re- 
demption by the ſanctity of their 
Lives, the other the corruption of 
Nature by their obſtinate wicked- 
| nels. 7 7 
2. The Chriſtian Religion 1n- 
ſtructs us that God ſent his own 
Son into the World inthe humane 
nature, that he might offer up 
himſelf an, expiatory Sacrifice for 
| the Sins of Men, to reſtore them 
to his Favour: . "This is a Myſtery 
above the flight of any created 
underſtanding ; yet tis ſo tem- 
per d and fram'd ; there is ſuch art 
uniformity of Wildom in all its 
E parts, 
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Chap. 2 parts, it preſents ſuch a full and 
CLAY 


glorious Image of the Deity in all 
his perfections, that it cauſes the 
higheſt admiration,and commands 
belief in thoſe who duly conſider 
ir. The whole economy becoms 
the Majeſty, the Goodnels, the 
Holineſs and Juſtice of God. His 
ſupreme Majelty appears in his 
pardoning the guilty for the fut- 
terings of another. For this is an 
infallible proof that he is above 
Law. And his inconceiveable 
Mercy 1s the only principle and 
fountain of our Pardon. For Man 
was ablolutely uncapable to merit 
the Favour, or torepairthe Ho- 
nour of God, ſo injur'd by his in- 


_ exculable diſobedience. Repen- 


tance cannot produce ſuch great 
eflefts. What merit can there be 
in the lorrowtul ſenſe and confel- 
ſion of that which deleryes =_ 

na 
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nal Death ? Beſides, an extream > 
hatred of Sin, an ardent love of NT 
Holineſs, ſerious Reſolutions to 
follow it what ever it coſts, (which 

isthe beſt part of Repentance) was 

| due to God before the commiſſion 
of Sin, therefore cannot be {atis- 
faction ; So that pure Mercy 1s the 
cauſe of our forgiveneſs. More- 
over,God to glorihe his Holineſs in 
declaring his vehement and irre- 

| concileable hatred to Sin, and to 
preſerve the Rights of Juſtice, was 
pleas'd to appoint an all-{ufticient 
Mediator, capable to offer himſelf 
an expiatory Sacrifice for Sin, and 
to give an infinite value to it. 'This 
was done by the Incarnation of 
the Son of God. The Fleſhand 
Bloud he took of. our humanity, 
was made Divine by union with | 
him, and offer'd on the Croſs was 
full payment for our offences. 
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Thus Juſtice and Mercy triumph 
with equal Glory, being equally 
Victorious. For what is more ho- 
nourable to Juſtice than ſarisfacti- 
on equal to the offence? And 
what can more commend Mercy 
than the moſt free and undelerved 
beſtowing the high price requiſir 
for it ? "Thus the Goſpel affords to 
us a juſt and compleart 1dea of the 
Divine excellenctes in the Re- 
demption of Man. The defign, 
manner, and the effect are moſt 
worthy of God. Where might 
{uch a contrivance of Wiſdom be 
fram'd but in the Divine mind ? 
where could ſuch an excels of 
compaſſion be found but in the 


| heart of God ? Thus it became 


God who 1s Love, to magnifie his' 
Love, to advancehis deareſt Glo- 
ry, and overcome our guilty dil- 
aftection to himlelt, For while 

terrible 
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rertible apprehenſians of the Dei- Patong 
ty poſſeſs the heart 'tis frozen with FP: ep 
a ſtony rigor, which the hope of 
Mercy only can diflolve. "Thus it 
appears that the Dotrine of the 
| Goſpel is worthy of all acceptation. 
2. The Chriſtian Religion lets 
before us a rule of life, pure and 
per{picuous, in nothing {uperflu- 
ous or defective,but cemprehend- 
ing the intire duty of Man. "This 
| was neceſlary in order to his reco- 
very. For in his fallen ſtate the 
| Law of Nature 1s adtive in {ome 
things,but dormant 1n others. The 
beſt Morals of the Heathens are 
daſhr with impure permiſſions. 
But the Grace of God that bringeth 
| Salvation, teaches us that denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, we {hould 
live foberly, righteouſly. and godly m 
this preſent World, It torbias all Sin 
11 all irs degrees, not only the con- 
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Cs. +. ſummation of it in the act, bur 
CAR the hrit conception of it in the 

thoughts, and defires. Which ar- 

gues that the Lawgiver was more 
than a Man, having an inſpection 
*into the heart, which 1s only viſt- 
blero God and only accountable 
to him. It teaches us to worſhip 
God the {upream and pureſt Spirit 
with the higheſt eſteem, and with 
purity of afteEtions. It enjoyns 
all relative duties to Men in a moſt 
perfect manner. What things we 
would have others to do unto us, 
| ſuppoſing our ſelves in their cir- 
cumſrances, we are obliged to do 
to them. This one Law of Chriſt 
eminently contains all others that 

| relpect _— This is the pri- 
mitive rule of commerce, and di- 
rects our carriage towards all per- 
{ons with juſtice and equity, kind- 
nels and decence. "The Goſpel allo 
By GE with 
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with reſpect to our felves gives a Chap. 2. 
perfect rule to make us holy and CARL 
bleſſed. It teaches us the contempr 
of the World, the valuation of 
Heaven, the reſtraint of corrupted 
| ſenſe, and the Angelical exercite of 
our affections. In ſhort, it com- 
mands the practice of all YVertues, 
and that we ſhould alpire to the 
molr eminent degrees in them. 
Bur eſpecially it enjoyns hunmlicy 
and love to God, the foundation 
and perfe&tion of all yertues, of 
which the preceprs of Philoſophy 
take little notice. Humility, that 
is, 2 lively deepſenſe that nothing 
3s properly ours bur fin and mile- 
ry, ariſes from the conſideration 
of our abſolute dependance upon 
God for our being, and all the be- 
nefits we enjoy in Nature or 
Grace. From hence gratitude 
{prings. "Tis moſt realonable that 
E +; OUT 
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—_] our lives {hould be a continual 
42" expreſſion of Obedience from a 
noble and free principle of loveto 
God, and be delign'd for his Ho- 
nour, and that for all our advan- 
tages temporal or ſpiritual we 
ſhould only glory in him. In this Phi- 
lolophers were very defective: 
They conſider d Man with re- 
{pe&rtohimlelt, or to other Crea- 
tures without him, and according. 
ly the product of their Precepts, 
was a certain moral honeſty, to do 
nothing unbecoming the reaſona- 
ble Nature, nor to break the civil 
Peace. But they did not conſider 
duly his relation to the Creator, in 
whom he lryes, moves, and has his be- 
mg, from whom proceeds every good and 
perfect gift. And by negleCting 
him, all. their glittering actions 
were but a weak counterfeit, a 
dead tclemblance of real vertue. 
Jong s — WM 
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In their molt eminent publick Cline 
| works the praiſe of Men was their 
| ultimate defign ; and as {ome ap- — 
pear bold from Fear, they WELIE cedem Labo- (4 
 Vertuous from Vanity. If God "Prieto: © 


ramque deſj= 


| be not the Principle , the Mo- gear, preter 
tive, and the End of what we #-"« laudis 


B_ -— 2-5 & plartt- 
| do, there are wanting the eſſential ,,” 4... 
Ingredients oft morali Goodneſs. deratia,quid 


: * oe weriels eſt quod inhoc 
Now all theſe Precepts ſhine with 7 9 i 


W their native light, and Carry fuch ite CUrrICU= 
| cvidence of their reCtitude, that 79, 24m bre- 
our obedience may come from an 


Ui, tantis nos 
. Lig =, 0 (at an laboribus 
INYgCNUOUS filial [pirit latisfied with eXErceamus © 


the reaſonableneſs of our Hea- —— 
venly Fathers Commands, and , - 
| not be ſervile, only perform'd to 

the ablofute will of a Maſter. And 

can there be a more convincing 

prootof the truth of Chriſtian Re- 

ligion, of its Divine deſcent, than 

the Image of Gods Holineſs fo. 

clearly impreſt upon it? Add fur- 

JT, ther ; 
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FASL ld 
Chap. 2. ther ; theſe Precepts are deliver'd 
YR With that . plainneſs, and ſo pro- 

portion 'd to the capacity of all, 
and yet with that ſoveraign Au- 
thority, that *ris reaſonable to be- 
lieve that God himlfelf ſpeaks, and 
it becomes Man to hear with reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion. "The Go- 
{pel is without the ornaments of 
Art, yet its ſweet facility 1s tem- 
per'd with that Majeſty, that 'tis a 
> , fenſible carater that Divine Wil- 
dom compol d it. | 
/ :5£..4 |2, The Promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel areſo worthy of God, and ſu: 
table to the wants and deſires of 
| Men, thar 'tis perfectly reaſonable 
_ toaſlent to their truth and good-| 
neſs. This will appear by a par: 
. ticular conſideration of them. 
-£,*+ 1. The Promiſe of Pardon to 
penitenrt Believers. And in this we 
are to conſider the conditions, and 


the 
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the ground of its aſſurance to us. Chap. 2. 
The conditions are Repentance «V4 
and Faith. 
1. Repentance is a peculiar 
Command and Priviledg of the 
Goſpel. The Law confider'd in it 
{elf did not admit of it, nor give 
the leaſt hope of pardon : for it 
ſuppoles Man in the integrity of 
| Nature, and accordingly directs 
| him how to pleaſe God and pre- 
| {erve his Love, but propounds no 
means of reconciliation after an 
offence. There are no ſeeds of 
Grace to temper its rigour. Bur 
the Goſpel is the Declaration of _. 
Mercyto the guilty and miſerable, 
upon ſuch terms as God may be 
capable to give Pardon, and Man 
qualified to receive it. "Tis not 
more true that God is the Judge of 
the World, and that all Men {hall 
appear before his Tribunal, chan 
"1 | Wa 
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PAL 
Chap. 2. 


. 
, , 


Chaiſtian Religion 
that Sin without Repentance {hall 


not eſcape Puniſhment. To for- 
give the unreformed {inner would 


flain his pureſt PerteCtions, the 


inviotable beauty of his Holinels, 
the incorruptible re&irude of his 
Juſtice. Such Lenity would have 
A pernicious influence on the cor- 
rupt World, by encouraging Men 
tro Sin withour fear, and outrag!1- 
ouſly to break his Laws in confhi- 
dence of Pardon. "Therefore in 


the Evangelical Promile, Repen- 


tance and Rennilion of Sins are in- 
ſeparably joyn'd. Repentance is a 
preparative in order to our receiy- 
ing Divine Mercy, and a ſtrong 
preſervative againſt Sin for time 
ro come. "The Remembrance of 
thoſe forrows and fears, the anxie- 
ries and indignation againſt him- 


ſelf that Sin caus'd infa true Peni- 


rent, will make him jealous for 


the 
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the future of his Heart, and cu. Cs. 
cumſpect againſt all Temptations CAR. 
that may betray him. As one that 
has narrowly eſcaped conſuming 
by Fire, retains the idea of his dan- 
ger ſo deeply impreſt on his mind, 
that upon any new occaſion his 
antient fears revive,and make him 
very watchful. Beſides, the ap- 
prehenſion of Juſt and Eternal 
Vengeance, makes the Mercy of 
| God lo admirable, the ſenſe of his 
render compaſſion lo {weer, that 
an humble Believer cannot forget' 
or neglect it. The forgivenels of 
Sin in this way 15 not only an en- 
' gagement, bur an infallible cauſe 
of tearing to oftend a God ſo great 
and good. |. 
And Faith is a qualification as 
requiſit for the obtaining pardon ; 
that 1s, a cordial, entire receiving 
Jeſus Chriſt as he is preſented to 


us 
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Chap. 2. US in the Goſpel : to reſign our 
CARY minds to his Doctrines as our Pro- 
phet, to have reliance on his Sacri- 
fhce and Mediation as our Prieſt, 
tO gn univerſal cheartul and 


conſtant Obedience to him as our 


King. And how congruous 1s it 
that all who receive {o unvaluable 
a benefit as forgiveneſs of Sin, 
{hould thus honour him who pro 
cures It? __ 

And the Goſpel affords the 
{trongelt aflurance thar God is 


molt willing to pardon humble 
and contrite ſinners. This is ne- 
ceſlary for the relief and eaſe of 
crue Penitents. For when the en- 
lightn'd Conſcience refle&s upon 
the number and enormity of its 
Sins, the preſumprion in commit- 
ting them, .'tis ready to be {wal- 
lowed up with deſpair of recover- 
1ng the loſt favour of God. Ir 
E, Can- 
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cannot deviſe any means how to Fecha 
appeaſe his incenled Majeſty, and rn unty 
ſfaticfie violated Juſtice: how a 
Rebel ſhould become his Son;how 
one condemn'd to everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment, {ſhould be reſtored to 
the unfading inheritance of Lite. 
The caſe is moſt intricate and 
hopeleſs. Now the Goſpel pre- 
pounds means of Univerſal Sove- 
reign efficacy to reconcile God to 
| us ; The moſt precious Blood of 
his Son offer'd up a Sacrifice to ex- 
plate Sin. "This ſprinkles all Na- 
tions, and in all Apes retains 
an undecaying vertue. This at- 
tords ſolid and everlaſting com- 
fort to all ſenſible returning Sin- 
ners. 
2. The ſending of the holy Spi- 
rit of Godto renew us according 
to his Image, and to confirm us 


apainlit cremprations in this mortal 


lite, 
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CRALN life, is another Promiſe of the Go- 
Chap. ** ſpel, and moſt requitit to make us 

capable ro lerve and enjoy him. . 
A happy temper of Nartare, the 
Precepts of Philolophy, vertuous | 
Examples, the ſeverity of humane 
Laws, are not powerful to regene- 
rate a Man, and transform him 
into a new Creature. "They may 
reſtrainthe exorbitancies of carnal 
appetites, but cannor threughly 
change the mind and affections. 
Were there any vital {park within, 
any leed of Holineſs in Mans cor- 
rupted Nature, fuch aſſiſtance 
might cheriſh it, buthe 1s dead to 
the truly Spritual Life,tho not to the 
merely Moral, and no leſs than an 
Ommipotent efficacy can produce 
a new {pring of lite, a divine Na- 
ture, the principle of willing Obe- 
dience to God. And after conver{(!- 


on, while 1n the ſtate of tryal here, 
the 
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beſt are ſubje& to innumerable Cle 2, 
ſurpriſes by their own frailty, and CR. 
| expoſed tro new dangers every 
towt by temprarions that fomenc 
and heighten the reliques of Sin in 
' them, 1o that without ſupernatu- 
I ral affiſftancethey would be quite 
diſcouraged and foild by the ene- 
mies that war againlt the Soul. 
Now in the Goſpel God has pro- 
miſled to give the holy Spirit to thoſe 
8 that ask it : 1n the moſt hazardous 
and difhcult conflicts, he aflures 
thole who ardently addreſs them- 
ſelves to him for help, that his 
Grace ſhall be Jufficient for them. 
3. Ihe Goſpel contains many 
gracious promiſes with reſpect to 
{\upplying the wants, and giving 
{ſupport and refreſhment under 
the troubles of the preſent life. 
WW 1 emporal bleflings are in the low- 
elt rank of good things, and are 
| F Pro- 


=” 56 Ch:itian Religion 
[ 8 Rnd 


Chap. 2. promiled as they [hould be defir'd 
AYR. lubordinately to our chief good. 
Firſt feek the Kingdom of Heaven and 
the Righteouſneſs thereof, and all other 

thinss ſhall be added, {aith our Savi- 

our. And to relieve us in the trou- 

bles of this mortal ſtate, the Goſpel 
aſluresus of their bleſſed iflue at the 

laſt. Ihe main deſign of Philoſophy 

was to reconcile the mind to eve- 

Ty condition ; that nothing might 

be able to diſcompole its tranquil- 

liry. As ſome high Mountains that 
aſcend above the middle Region, 

whiles Clouds charg'd with Thun- 

der break upon the ſides, and 
Storms encompals it below, yet 

the rop has a pure Sun, and calm 

Air. "Thus the Philoſophers pre: 
tended to raiſe Man to that height 

of vertue, that the {uperiour patt 

the mind,ſhould be ſ{erenc'and un- 
diſturb'd, what ever was done to 


his 
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his lower part the body. But their Chute 2, 


Principles were inſufficienc on _ay 
which chey built their Perſwalion. 


Some pretended that Men were 
I abus'd by words, and that was the 

J caule of their miſery. "The loſs of 
{ Eſtace, of Relations, of Health 
I were not real evils, but only call'd 
| ſo. Sottiſh Wildom ! as if things 
by the change of names would al- 

| ter their qualities. Call them by 
| whar ſoft citles you pleaſe, ſtill 
they are injurious and afflictive to 
our nature, and to per{wade the 
contrary 1s to deprive us of Senle. 

| Others tell us that the evils we ſuf- 

| fer are fatal, and to reſiſt inevita- 
ble deſtiny is to no purpole. Bur 
this is to exaſperate inſtead of al- 
laying our ſorrows. This is to turn 
our fears into deſpair, to make an 
afflicted condition abſolutely un- 
comfortable. Others dire&us to 
F'3 look 


6d 
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look abroad into the wretched 
World,and compound a Medicine 

of the mileries of others for our 
own griefs. Bur this as 'tis vicious 
in its Principle,ſoit aftords no true 
relief. For that another ſuffers in 
the {2me or difterent manner does 
not leflen the evil that opprelſles 
me. Nay it humane aftections 


are not extnguith'd, by a forrow- 


ful influence increales it. Others 
diſcourle of the vanity of Riches, 
Plealures, Digmities, and Life it 
ielf, to make us quietly to part 
with them. Burt this dilcourle, 
though true and uſctu],yer cannor 
aftord contentment unleſs ro a 
Chriltian, whole hopes extend ro 
a future ſtate of bleflednels. For 
how mean lo ever thele things be, 
yet,it we know no better,they are 
our teliciry. Some attribute to 
paxed Vertue a power lufhcient to 


{up- 


p20v2d by Reaſon, 6 


LL 
/ 
» ot 


ſupport a Man under the heaviett Cl. 

troubles. "This they affirm'd to be yo, L 

the rrue Philolophers Stone, that 

purifies and exalts the balelt Met- 

tals, turning them into fine Gold ; 

that enables a perlon not only to 

be content in every tare, bur to 

enjoy torments, and be pleaſed 

wich the greatelt diſaſters thar be- 
. = | ; CF E071 £008 

tal him. Bur they took {9 high a ar: rh 

train, that humane Nature could 7117, ,: 

not uphold. "The indifference and nn me 


; if atiyr.. Ciccr. 
equality of mind they fo much 13.4.4c:2. 
pretended to, was but an empty 
appearance. One might diſcover 
unquiet agitations under all that 
teigned intenfibility, and crue ler- 
vitude under that imaginary {ove- 
ratgnty of their wile Man. Indeed 
withour the {tedfaſt belief of ano- 
ther Life, the refle&tion upon un- 
happy vertue inflames the woun- 
ded {pirit, and kindles in the brealt 
Þ 2 MuUr- 


dum, mul- 
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FRNL . . (} id 
Chap. 2. murmurings againlit Providence, 


CAR fothat tis lo far from making the 
es 2: afflicted happy, that 'tis rather the 


rator febrim 4 ; 
native, cam ſeed of new nulſery for the une- 


-<rabhy uv qual diſtributions here. Chriſtian 


fexiſſe dici- Religion alone affords us ſolid and 
ery dimot's everlaſting comfort. Ir doesnot 


laguls Ce ;. I ' 
P*4S diſguiſe the nature of things, but 


9:9" 2h 7 allows that preſent afflictions are not 
queſtus Eri- . SIE ps 

| 2ifibivitam joyful but grievous, It doth nor 
inmerenti,» promile an exemption from miſe- 


negs enim &- 1; ; Nay it foretels that beſides 


Zare ullum © 


ſium fatium the common troubles that rain | 


penitendum, (yon mankind, there are ſome 
+5; any} er to ſincere Chriſti 

 taxat Uno, ProP I ans, LO 

| Sueton. which they are expos'd upon the 

| account of their holy Profeſfion. 

Bur it aſſures them that all thmgs ſhall 

work together for the good of thoſe that 

love God. As 1n mixt bodies the Di- 

vine Power is admirable, in tem- 

pering the qualities of the fi ghting 

Elements in ſuch a manner, that 

27 7 what 
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what in it ſelf is a deſtructive con- erat 
trariety,becomes only a diverſity, Cy 
to preſerve the compounded be- 
ings that relult from them. Thus 
the wile and gracious Providence 
of God makes all things, even the 
molt adverle, to calc for the 

J final happineſs of his faithiul Ser- 
| vants. Ther light Affliftons that are 
but for a moment, work ont for them a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of Glory. "This makes them to poſ- 
ſeſs thetr Souls m patience, to rejoyce m 
hope, and to be triumphant con- 
querers over the greateſt outward 
troubles. Who can diſpure feliciry 
with that perlon who is upon cer- 
tain grounds perlwaded that 19- 
thing ſhall ſeparate him from the love of 
God? Nay that the worſt evils he 
{ufters promoet his ſupreme hap- 
pinels. For the afflictions that be- 
tal a Chriftian upon the account 


F 4 of 
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of Religion, render him more dear 

o God: and thoſe that are the ef. 
Trl of his Sins, if humbly {ub- 
mitted to, and improved for holy 
ends, bem his Faith in the Di- 
vine Mercy. "Ihe Goſpel is that 
Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life 
is, Whoſe leaves are for the healing 
gl Nations. 

4. Chriſtian Religion promiles 
for the reward of Obedience a 
Bleſſedneſs moſt becoming the 
THingm o00dnels of God to be- 

ow. and the reaſonable Creature 
to deſire : that is,the perfection and 
farisfaction of his moſt noble Fa- 

culties, in the clear viſion and fult 
enjoyment of God himſelf in a 
perfect eternal ſtate. The Hea- 
thens wretchedl y miſtook in their 
opinions about the laſt end of 
Man. There is a ſecret inſtin& in 
the humane nature towards a feli- 
| _ city 
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city ſtable ro the more excellent Chap. 2. 
and divine part, bur ſtifled under Cay 
darkneſs and concupilcence, that 
is become a {econd nature.Reaſon 
is miſled by Senſe after the fickle 
appearances, the deceitful vaniſh- 
ing colours of Good. And this 1s 
2 certain indication that Man is 
tallen from the degree of his Ori- 
ginal Perfection. For it he had 
been never corrupted, he ſhould 
enjoy with aflurance true & com- 
pleat happineſs: if he had been 
always corrupted, there would be 
no olimmering Idea of an happi- 
neſs above what this prelentWorld 
affords, no inclination towards it. 
This is the ſpring of his nuſery 
W and (in, that the ſpiritual eternal 
rood is undilcerned, unregarded, 
whilſt he ſeeks. for happineſs in 
numberleſs vanities. The Philo- 
lophers themſelyes were extream- 


t 
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Chap. 2. ly divided, and miſtaken in this 
Ru main point. This was indeed the 
| maſter-piece for which all their 
Philoſophy was deſign'd,and their 
pretences to make this diſcovery 
gave them reputation. From all 
parts ſome came to Athens, as the 
univerſal Mart, to be furniſhed 
with felicity. From hence ſprung 
the variety of Se&ts among them : 
by chis Livery they were diſtin- 
_ guiſh't. For Philolophy being the 
rule of life, is ſpecified by the end 
to which it leads. From hence a- 
role their ſharp contentions, every 
Sect being concern'd to defend 
their Palladum. And as the Walps| 
fly about with noiſe, and ſting 
thole who provoke them, & make 
combs like Bees, but without Wax ih 
_ or Honey : Thus the Philoſophers 
were full of glorious preſumprti- 
ons, were vehement againſt dil- 
lenters, 


p20bed by Reaſon, T5 
ſenters, and had the appearances ( hap. 2. 
of Wildom, but aftorded no cer- YR 
| rain light to direct the Mind, no 
Heavenly motives to allure the 
Will. "They were not competent 
| nor fincere ſearchers after true 
Happineſs. For, I. The darkneſs 
wherein all Men are born, invol- 
ved them, and without ſupernatu- 
ral light could nor be dilpelld. 
| 2. They wereambitious of ſu- 
periority : every great Spirit was 
deſirous to raiſe a Sect, to aft the 
part of a King in the Scene of 
Fame. Now by propounding a 
new Object as the bleſſedneſs of 
Man, they had the reputation of 
 foveraign Maſters. 
3. They drew a Picture of hap- 
| pinels every one according to their 
difterent conceptions and defires. 
Fpicurus ler up the pleaſure of 
Senſe, as the chief object. And 
_ \ehae 
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Clip-4. that [Reaſon might be flexible to 
ra, his inclinations, that his Roles 

might have no Prickles,to prevent 
any melancholly refleCtions after 

carnal enjoyments, he denied the 
Divine Providence,and the future 
ſtate. "Tis ſaid by ſome in his 
favour, that he intended a calm 
and peaceful remper of mind, 2 

| felicity refin'd from the dregs of 
ſenſualiry. For this they alledge 
Epicurus himſelf depreciating car-i 
nal pleaſures, and extolling Vertue 
as the great compoler of the Soul. 
Bur in vain they waſh this volup- 
ruous Swine: For, 

1. 'Thole Sentences of a more 
noble and generous ſtrain, might, i 
as flaſhes of Lightning from z 
black Cloud, break forth of his 
Canſcience in the midſt of the 
darknels thac cover'd it, yet Senle 

 _ mightbe his predominent Princi- 


ple. "2. 
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\. He was a crafty Spiric and QJg\7 


made ule of ſome beautiful ex- CA, 


Dulces vo- 
preſſions to leflen the horror that awe ns 


his Doctrine, nakedly propoled, curus inter- 
would cauſe in ſober Perſons. 4 f exte- 
2 ; nuat, ut Cu- 
Sometimes he {peaks with a grave cjum og 
air as a Philoſopher, That true hap- pmter, inter- 


pinels conliſts in the pleaſures of pm 


the mind. Ar other times, 'T hat preterea fit 

there is no ſolid happinels bur —_ pu 
| what might be taſted and enjoyed jy. ©, 
| by the Senſes. He was a Politi- 2- 4e fin. 


tian, and would not ſcandaliſe the 


ſevere, nor alienate the diflolute —_ 
from him. || Tully obſerves that the || Qxeden: 
lecrets of his School, the pernicious Paw og 
leflons of ſenſuality were not com- neg; ſe Pere 
municared to all : But thoſe who _— om 
I had intimate converſation with * 
him, had a free indulgencefor their 
luſts. 
Ariſtotle places happinels in all 
| the perfections of the Body and 
Mind, 
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Chap: 2. Mind, with the confluence of all 


Pa. External things as neceſlary Ingre- 
dients of it. Burt this only reſpects 
Man in the preſent ſtate in the 
World: and were his opinion true, 
yet his deſcription would cauſe de- 
{pair of obtaining that happinels. 
For how could any fingle Perſon 
expect an entire union of all ſuch 
perfections in himſelf, as are not 
:0 be found in all Men together ? 
The Stoicks aflerted feliciry to 
confilt only in Vertue. But this1s 
contrary to Reaſon & Humanity, 
For the union of the Phyſical good 
With the Moral is requiſite to give 
ſatisfaction to the faculties of man, fl 
|Plato and his tollowers,in whom 
Natural Reaſon aſcended as high 
as in any of the Gentiles, had a 
olimple of the true bleſſednels of 
| Man, as conſiſting in his likenels 


to God and the enjoyment of him 
But 
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But their knowledge was ſhadow- mote A, 
ed with much ignorance, their hs 
| hopes mixt with doubtful fears. | 
They had rather ſuſpicious and 
 wandring deſires, than ſolid ap- 
prehenſ10ns and firm expeCations 
of it. 
Briefly, no ſparks ſtruck out of 
humane intelle&uals were ſuffici- 
| ent to give light or heat, to direCt 
1n the clear way, and to animate 
| againſt the intervening difficulties 
that hinder Men in the purſuit of 
| blefledneſs. "This was the ſtate of 
the Pagan World, till Light and Im- 
mortality were brought to light through 
| the Goſpel. The quality of this lite 
is therein revealed; 'tis a pure 
and holy teliciry conſiſting in the 
perpetual exercile of the moſt ex- 
cellent actions the intelligent Na- 
ture is capable of : "Thatis, inthe 
perfe&t Knowledge and Love and 
Praiſes 
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FRADM) Prailes of God himielt. The ſub- 
Chap. 2. ject of it is the intire Man, for this 
end the Body ſhall be rais'd from 
its dead ſleep to an eternal Life; 
The place 1s the higheſt Heavens, 
fram'd by the Divine power Fo 
che ſeat of his Majeſty, the King- 
dom of his Love, © AER he will 
maniktelt hacalelt- to his Favourits, 
 Andcan there be a ſtronger atrra- 
| Etive, a more noble inducement 
ro make us holy ? Secular rewards, 
as Riches, and Honours, and the 
like, are extrinlecal to the nature 
of Goodneſs ; and to do our duty 
with ſuch low aims and expectati- 
ons, is to be defective in the beſt 
part of it,the love of Vertue for its 
inherent excellence. Bur the Di- 
vine reward is the perfection of 
Holinels, the glory of the Soul; 
and the belief and regard of it has 


a powerful BY SSH ug tro make us 
truly 
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truly good. The Faith in this Cs 


makes us victorious over all the {a1 
charms and all the cruelties of the 

World. For what can poſſibly 

come into competition with a hap- 

pineſs infinite in 1ts greatnels and 
duration ? 

[ will only add, that chough 
Heaven be {o rich a Jewel, thar ir 
needs no foil to ſet off its luſtre,to 
thole who are clear {1ghted to be- 
hold ir; yetin a merciful compal- 

f10n to Man the Goſpel reveals 
what will be the recompence of 
wiltul continued diſobedience, an 
eternal Hell, wherein the Juſtice 
and Power of God are terribly | 
glorified. And what 1s more po- 

WW wertul co excite the ſenſual and 
ſecure, who deſpiſe the bleſſed 
hope, than the fear of an Immor- 
tal Death ? 

Now after this ſhort delinea- 

G tion 


"By  Chaiſtian Religion 
Chap, 2. tion of the Chriſtian Religion, let 
CARL Reaſon judg whether *tis the in- 
vention of Men. "The Doctrine 
of it ſhines with ſo clear an evi- 
dence, the Precepts are {ſo pure, 
able to inſpire us with true Holi- 
nels, the Promiſes are ſo Divine, 
that every one who does not wl- 
tully ſhur his eyes, or turn them to 
other things, may diſcern its ort- 
ginal to be from above; that it 
' comes from the Fountain of Wi(-þ 
dom, Holineſs, and Goodnels, 
| Whar are all the productions of 
the Earth to this ſacred Preſent of 
Heaven? If there be any ſhadow 
of Vertue in other Religions, here 
the reality is in the higheſt per- 
fection, and ſeparate from all vi- 
cious mixtures. Chriſtianity en- 
joyns univerſal {incerity, and pu- 
rity of Heart and Life. Ir inftrudts 
Man to appear what heis, by an 
humble 
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humble acknowledgment of his Os, 
finful unworthineſs, and to be _y 

what he appears, by an inward _ 

love and real practice of that Reli- 

gion of which he makes a publick 

profeſſion. It impreſles a more no- 

ble Character upon moral Ver- 

rues, by enjoyning them from a 
aighs of love to God, and di- 

recting their performance to his 

Glory, than Philoſophy did, that 
| commanded them only as agree- 

able to humane reaſon. Whar are 

all the moſt beautiful excitations 

of Philoſophy to the high motives 

of the Golbel'To apply our ſelves 

tothe Writings of the wiſeſt Hea- 

thens in order to our happinetls, 

and to neglect the Scriptures, is to 

he guilty of worle folly than the | 

TE 5 Indians at Mexico, who || Per, tut; 

though their Woods abounded #. 1nd: 

with Wax, the labour of the Bees, 

SS | yet 


Ba | Chziſtian Religion 
©,q—  yetonly made uſe of Brands that 
gou,h Monde a little light with a great 

deal of {moak. Upon the moſt 
impartial inquiry,and exacſearch, 
Reaſon will conclude, either there 
is no bleſled end for which Man 
was deſign'd by his Maker, or the 
Goſpel only has revealdit, andthe 
effectual means to obtain it. So 
that we mult ſay with the zeal 
and aftection of the Apoſtles to 
Jeſus Chrift, Lord, to whom ſhall we 


_ goithou haſt the words of Eternal Life. 


— 


_—_— 


CHAP. II]. 


The External proofs of the truth of 
Chriſtian Religion conſidered. Mira- 
cles are only perform'd by God. Why 
Chriſtianity was confirm'd by them. 
The number of Chriſts Miracles, 
the manner of hs performing "oy 

an 
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and their certamty, confider d. 'T he Chap: 3. 


Miracles done by Chriſt to confirm C3 27 
his Doftrine, are an authentick Te- ; 
{tumony that God approved it. The 
pretence of Libertmes,that the Hea- 
then Religion was confirm d by Ml- 
racles, clearly diſprov'd. The rati- 
onal aſſurance we have that the A- 
foſtles were ſincere and certain of 
the Miraculous things related by 
them of Feſus Chriſt. Fs Reſur- 
rection atteſted by ſuf ficient evi- 
1 dence. | 


WWE are next to conſider 


thoſe external proofs of 
the truth of Chriftianity,the works 
of God himſelf, that ſeal our full 
a{lurance of it. I ſhall inſtance in 
two ; Miracles, and the accompliſh- | 
ment of Prophecies. p 
1. A Mwacle is a ſupernatural tives! neuwny 
work that requires an extraordi- 7 He Seughy 


G3 | fs 7 
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Chap. 3. 
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nary Divine Power to effect-ir. 


LAND. For none can derogate from the 


Univerſal Laws of Nature, pre- 
ſcribed from the beginning of 
things and time, but the Author 
of it. Indeed we do not exactly 
know the compals of that Circle 
wherein the ſpirits of darkneſs ex- 


_ cercile their power. "They may by 


the application of natural means 
unknown to us, produce things 
that may aſtoniſh, or by lying 
Wonders deceive Men : but a true 
Miracle is a work reſ{erv'd to God, 
and poſhibly to no leſs than Infi- 
nite Power. Whether it be a firſt. 
or lecond Creation, the forming 1 
new Eye, or the giving a viſtve 
power to that that was naturally 
blind, it can only be done by his 
hand. Tf we reſpe&t Omipotency, 
there is the ſame facility ; if the 


: thing done, there 1 is the {ame difh- 


culty 
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culty in the performance. It the Chip] 3, 


Devils had ſuch a power, they ,{<; 
might create a leparate Kingdom, | 
and reign there. 

Now Miraculous Teſtimonies 
were given to confirm Chriſtianity, 
that there might be a juſt correl- 
pondence between its Doctrines 

and their Proofs. The myſteries of 
the Goſpel in their exiſtence are a- 
bove all natural power, and in 
their belief above the natural un- 
derſtanding. All that Nature can 
do or know, does not make them 
credible. Therefore 'twas requiſir 
thole things ſhould be confirm'd 
| by the Divine Power, that tran{- 
cend the comprehenſ10n of hu- 
mane Reaſon. Beſides, as ' the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel are ſublime, 
{o the Rewards are future ; and that 
the Gentiles might not pretend that 
the Preachers of the Goel teign'd 


G A ano- 


88 


FS IND) 


Chap. 3. 
; 


C {Tian Relt on 


another World, and a Heaven and 
a Hell, wherein the Souls and Bo- 


dies of Men ſhall be glorified or 


tormented according to their acti- 
ons in this life, ſupernatural Evi- 
dence of the truth of thoſe Pro- 
miles and "Threatnings was necel- 
ſary. In ſhort, herein the Divine 
Goodnels appeared, 'T hat as the 
true Religion 1s neceſlary to the 
Salvation of all Men, {o 'twas di- 


ſcernible by ſuch f1gns as may 


convince all. For upon the {1ght 


of thole Divine Works, the fim- 
 pleſt people were led by the out 


ward Senle, to an inward firm 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thele things being premiled, | 
will take a brief view of the Mi- 
racles wrought by our Saviour to 
cive Faith to his Do&trine. | 

"Ts recorded of ./ofes, who 
was a type of Chriſt, thar after q 
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familiar converle with God, as a Fo tugud; 
Man with his Friend, deſcending CAA 
from the Mount, boy Face {hone 
with ſuch an excels brightneſs, 

25 it were by reflection from the 
Face of God, that coming to the 
I{raelites to deliver to them the 
DivineLaws, he was fain to cover 
it with a val: yet ſome Tays 
of that miraculous {plendor were 
vitible through that myſterious 
Vail, to aflure them it was Moſes 
hires that directed and govern'd 
chem according to God's Will. 
| Thus when the Son of God came 
down from the Heaven of Hea- 
vens to inſtruct the World, he {ha- 
ded the light of the Deity with a 
vail of Fleſh; yet he was not ſo ab- 
{olutely concealed under his hu- 
manity, bur that from time to time 
{ome beams of the Divine Nature 
"Pee: 'd in works ſo proper to 


God, 
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Chap. J. God, that the Apoſtle lays, We ſaw 
Rube Glory as the Glory of the only be. 


gotten Son of God. In the repreſen- 
cation of our Saviours Miracles by 


the Evangeliſts, we may conſider 
their number and variety, his man- 
ner of performing them, and the 


certainty of them. 

1, Their number and variety, 
He went about all Galilee healing 
all manner of ſickneſles and diſea- 


ſes, even the moſt incurable ; the 


Blind, the Deaf, the Lame, the Para- 


litic, the Hydropic, the Leprous, the 
Lunatic were cured. He rais'd the 
 Dead,and caſt out Devils. Beſides his 


miraculous feeding ſo many thou- 
ſands, his commanding the enra- 
ged Winds and Seas to be ſtill, and 
a great calm followed; His Tranl- 
figuration before his Diſciples, 


when the Beauty of Heaven de- 


{cended on his Countenance to be 
there 
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there more beautiful, diſcover'd Chap. 3. 

che ſenſible Preſence of the'Deiry Cv 
in him. 
2. The manner of his perform- 
ing them is very 'conf1derable. 
They were done in an inſtant, by 
ablolute dominion over Nature. 
Thus when he faid to the-Leper, 
T will, be thou clean, immediately 
his Leproſy was cleanſed. "Thus 
when' the faithful Centurion ad- 
dreſt himſelf to him, --- only ſpeak 
the word , and my Servant ſhall be 
healed. He anſwered, Beit done unto 
thee as thou believeſt , - and his Servant 
4s healed,ec. both expreſſions of 
Command and Empire. And his 
words to the Blind-Man, Recetve 
thy Sight, had the ſame creating 
efficacy with thoſe, Let there be 
Lizht, and there was Light. "Thus 
withAuthority he commanded the 
unclean Spirits, even the moſt fu- 
rious 
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© tg rious and obſtinate, and they were 
CARY Expelled from thoſe Manſions 
wherein they had revelled a long 

time. . Thus by the mere Act of 

his Will he revers'd the order of 
Nature. When the Widows Son 

was carrying to the Grave, He on 

ly ſaid, Young Man, I ſay unto thee, 

Ariſe ; - and he that was dead ſate up, 

and began to ſpeak. Now in this 
reſpect, the power 'of Miracles in 

Jelus Chriſt was tranſcendent a- 

bove that that either loſes, or the 
Prophets, or the Apo les had, 

_ "Twas derived to them by favour 

and commiſſion from an extrin- 

fick ſuperiour principle, the Om- 
nipotence of God; but 'twas in- 
herent in his Perſon, the 'natural 
proper Attribute of his Deity, and 

prov'd Him to be the Son of God, 

the Lord of Nature, viſible in hu- 


mane fleſh. In all places this 
Lit | | bleſſed 


by, EN 
*. 
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> I bleſfied Vertue proceeded from ap. 
SY Him. LPRY 
; 3. The certainty of his per- 
Wl forming them was fo great, that 
Ml no ſhadow of ſuſpicion could re- 
| Ml main about it. Yitruvins the Ma- 
ſer of Archite&s gives advice to 
| thole who built Temples to Zſcu- 7, rin wx 


lap 1145, Or any other of the Heathen Peſilenti in 
Deities that were invocated by the {479m 


cCHM corpora 


Sick, that they {hould choole fuch egra tranſla- * 


places as were open to the moſt !-frerin,& 
a Fontibus, 


tavourable Aſpe&ts and Influences (alubribus - 
ot the Heavens, where there was a eat" tn 
wellremper'd Soil, clear Air, pure /* inifr«- 


buntur. cele.. 


Springs of Water, that Diſeaſed- ris convaleſ- 


Perſons coming from unhealthy- _— uh 
cietur. 


places might obtain Recovery ; uatura loci 
and what was the benefit of Na- majorer, au- 


; | « Claſque cum 
ture might be attributed to the dionitate Ds- 


Divine Vertue of # {culapins. Thus vinitas exci- 


that Idolater counſel'd for the ho- £7 91- 
nes, Lib. 1. 


nour of his falſe Gods. But in . cap. 2. 
this 
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Chap: 3. this he judged aright, that the po. 
LEARY Wer of the Deity was believed and 

honoured by Men proportionably 
to the Cures that were received 
from him. How much more 
when done by an undoubted Mi- 
racle 2 Of this the People the nu- 
merous ſpefators were ſo con- 
vinc'd, that they ſaid, When ( hrif 
cometh, the expetted Deliverer, will he 

da more Miracles than theſe which this 

Man has done ? ThePhariſees them- 

| ſelves could not deny the Effects, 
but would not acknowledg the 
true Cauſe. Envy was more po- 
werful in their breaſts, than the 
cleareſt Eyidence. Therefore to 
invalidate his Authority, they al- 
crib'd ſome of his wonderful 
works to the Prince of Devils. 

But this pretence was ſo void of 

all Reaſon, and full of impiety, 
- thatnothing bur inveterate malice 

| could 
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could ſuggeſt it, For would the 
Devil deſtroy his own Kingdom ? 
is he ſuch a lover of Holinels as to 
authoriſe the moſt perfe& Maſter 
of it by a compliance with his 
Will 2 "Thoſe proud Spirits are ſer- 
vile only in appearance, and when 
they ſuffer themſelves ro be com- 
manded by Men, 'tis always with 
defign to eſtabliſh and increaſe 
their own Dominion. "Therefore 
the moſt famous Sorcerers ob- 
ſerve ſomeRites by theDevil's pre- 
ſcription, and inthe uſing ofthem 
acknowledg his power. But our 
Saviour had a ſoveraign Empire 
over them, and ejected them not 
only from the Bodies,but from the 
Souls of Men, ſubduing by his 
holy Doctrine the power of Sin, 
wherein the Kingdom of Satan 
conſiſts. From hence he argues, It 
I by the finger of God caſt out De- 
vils, 


AN 
Chap. 3. 
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oval} vils, then is the Kingdom of God 
ap- 3* b h 
_AA come unto you. And hence it 
was, that he charges them with 
ſelf-condemning obſtinancy. For 
if the Gentiles were inexcuſable 
for not acknowledging and ho- 
nouring God, loclearly maniteſt- 
ed inthe Works of Nature, "The 
Tews were as inexcuſable , for 
rejecting Jelus Chriſt, ſo power- 
fully declared ro be the Son of 
God by lupernatural Operations. 
Add further, that in his loweſt 
ſtare when he ſcemd to be utterly 
forſaken of. God, yet then his In- 
nocency and the Divinity of his 
Perſon were miraculouſly teſtifi- 
ed : For at his Death, even inſen- 
ible Nature as if it had been capa- 
ble of Knowledg and Aﬀedtion, 
was in the moſt aſtoniſhing diſor- 
der, as relenting the Paſſion of its 


Lord. 'IheSun was eclips'd in a 
time 
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time and place againſt all poſibi- Chan +, 
liry of Nature. For the Moon AVI 
was then in oppoſition toit and __ 
in its Full, andin an inſtant paſt a 2 - 
half Circle of the Heavens to in- {od in fome 
rerpoſe between the body of the #97 #1 
 Sunand the Earth, that the Air at ek 
noon day was darkn'd as at mid- er: 
_ night. "This compell'd the Romazi 

W (enturion to acknowledg that he 

Wl that ſuffer d was the Son of God. And 

his Relurre&tion from the Grave 

was a viſible Argument to cor- 

firm his Doctrine; for that God 

would not exert his extraordinary 

power to confirm a falſe Do= 

crine, in a matter of infinite r116- 

ment, that ſo nearly concerns his 

own Glory, and the Salyation of 

Men, there is ſufficient affurance 

from his Wiſdom, Fruth & Good- 

neſs. Was there ever any Prince 

that would permit an Ulurper, int 
H his 


| 
| 
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+9 his own Preſence to make ule of 
AAR. his Royal Seal, to authoriſe by 

Commiſſion his Subjects to rebel 

againſt him? And would God 

have ſuflered a Deceiver to work 

Miracles, and thereby obtain Di- 

vine Honour from Men, the in- 

communicableRight of the Deity? 

Nay, it had not been a bare per: 

miſſion, but a poſitive Act of God 
himſelf, it being impoſſible that 
any other ſhould do them. Or, 

would God who 1s the prime Ve- 

rity, work Miracles to give credit 

ro a Lye, and violate the Honour 

of his Eternal, molt perfect Vera- 

city ? Or, 1s 1t conſiſtent with hi 
Inknite Goodnels, to make a De- 
luſton fo ſtrong, that the moſt f1n- 
cere would be 1n great danger to 
be overcome by it ? Therefore the 
Apoſtle urges it as an uncontroul- 
able Argument of our Saviours 
Diyine 


920ved by Reaſon, 
' Divine Miſſion ; 1? Men of Iſrael CR 


hear theſe words ; Jeſus of Nazareth, "7" 3s 
4 "_- app 4; Fl God among you, - 2 Tn 
| by Miracles and Wonders, and Signs 
hich God did by bim in the mid it of 
You, as You your ſelves a lo "4 
| Thele were proots of the greateſt 
| vigour, to induce the World to 
believe that he came from God, 
| co make known his Counſel for 
| the recovery of loſt undone Man- 
Kitid. -- 
"Tis faid by Libertines, that the 
Heathens tell miraculous {tories 
to confirm their Religion, that 
their Hero's deſcended in a right 
line from ſome Deity; and not to 
inſtance in many particulars, they 
boaſted of Apollonius Tyaneus as one 
that vied with Chriſt himfelf in 
wonderful works. But this Ob- 
jection is eaſily refuted : for if 


Pazaniſm had a miraculous Power 
H 2 at- 
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I attending it, why did it not make 
3 Jul of 5,4 Kſcredir that Power 
ET that authoris'd ( hriſtianity in the 

time it made fierce War againlt it 
If equal to it in Divine Power, 
and incomparably ſuperiour in 
humane aids, how came it to paſs 
that the weaker prov'd victorious, 
and the ſtronger was put to flight ? 
*Tis evident therefore the pretend- 
ed Miracles of Paganiſm, were 
works of the Devil,not to be com- 
par'd with what was done by an 
Almighty Hand. 
It it be again obje&ed , That 
the relation ofthe Miracles as per- 
torm'd by Jeſus Chriſt is from his 
Diſciples, who favoured his Per- 
{on and Caule, and therefore may | 
be juſtly ſulpe&ted. - I anſwer; 
"The vanity of the Pretence is ap- 
parent : for it they had unificialy 


tram'd a Narrative of extraordi- 
nary 
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PFRALD) 
ha 


nary things as done by him in that hs 
time wherein they wrote, and in ps 
the view of many, how eaſy had 
it been to expole them to the juſt 
ſcorn and hatred of all for their 
notorious falſhood,and infatuated 
Impudence ? but they were never 
accus'd of this. Nay ſuch was 

| the number, clearnels, and grez:: 
neſs of his Miracles, that the un- 
controuled fame of them forc'd 
his Enemies in after-Ages to ac- 
knowledg their truth. "The Jews 
in their Talmud confels he did 
Wonders, bur give ſuch a ridicu- 

lous Account of the Means by 
which they were done, as betrays 
the weakneſs of their Reaſon, and 
the ſtrength of their Malice againſt 
him. And his Apoſtles, with their 
Succeſlors, in preaching the Golſ- 
pel, wrought Miracles {o frequeat- 
ly in the face of many Nations, 


H 3 | thak 
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Bia: 2. that thoſe who were moſt obſti-- | 
CAR nately averſe from {ubmitting to 

it, could not deny what was viltble 
ro thouſands, and that Miraculous 
Power they always aſcribed to the 
Name of ( HRIS T. So that 
there 15 no colour for jealouſy, as 
if his Miracles recorded in the Go- 
{pel were not true. - 
Burt becaule the Reſurre&ion 
of Chriſt 1s the great Principle up- 
on which all Chriſtian hopes de- 
- pend, I will ſhew that we haveall 
the rational aſlurance of it, thar it 
is capable of, This being a mat- 
ter of fact done many Ages paſt, is 
to be proved by Teſtimony. And 
firſt, *tis worthy of Obſervation 
that the Providence of God is con- 
cern'd to authorize this manner of 
proof, that 1s abſolutely neceſlary 
jor the preſerving humane Socie- 
ties. *Tis of little importance, 
whether 


- y20ved by3 Reaſon, 
whether the truth of things be dil- ; 
covered in ipeculative Sciences, or 
the appearance of ir deceive <4 
| Inquirer. "Is no wrong to the 
| Commonwealth, that an Aſtrono- 
. mer miſtakes in his dimenſions of 
| the magnitude of the San, for his 
| errour does not leſſen its benign in- 
fluences ; {till ir ſhines and canes 
the Spring and Autumn, "Tis of 
little importance that 2 Philolo- 
pher is deceiv'd in lis ſearch after 
the principles of muxt bodies : for, 
notwithſtanding his miſtake, Ani- 
- mals (till live, and move, and per- 
form all the Fun&ioas ſurable to 
their Nature. But in Judgments 
that reſpe&t matters of Fact, it the 


Truth cannotbe known by reſti- 


monys, the civil felicity Cannor 


long ſubtiſt. For the unjuſt di- 


firibantoe of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments 15 neceſlarily ruinous to the 
tt 4 Being 
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Chas Being of the State. And is it credi- 

> ble the Divine Providence that 
reaches to the ſmalleſt parts of the 
World in ſuch an admirable man- 
ner, ſhould leave the condu&t of 
humane affairs, even of the great- 
eſt moment, ta a deceitful Light ? 
And thar after the moſt diligent 
{earch and caution has been uled, 

_ the relult ſhould be only waver- 
ing Conjectures ? "This imagina- 
tion is extreamly injurious to his 
Wiſdom and Gogndnels, 

In particular, if we conſider the 
Number and the Quality of the 
Witnefles of Chriſt's Reſurrecti- 
on,and the Circumſtances of their 
Teſtimony, we ſhall have ſo clear 
conviction of its truth as may 1n- 
duce us moſt firmly to believe it. 
I do not now {peak of a Divine 
Faith, that ſupernatural Light that 
makes us acquieſce in things be- 

TT caule 
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cauſe God has reveal'd them; but 


vine, 
1. The Law admits two Wit- 
neſles as a competent number in 
Cauſes of greateſt moment, Of 
this there were many. The ap- 
proved Integrity of a Witwſs gives 
weight to his Teſtimony : as on 
the contrary a known Lyar forfeits 
his Credit ſo entirely, that he is 
not believed when he ſpeaks true. 
When Demades the Orator addreſt 
himſelf to the Athenians, I call all 
the Gods and Goddeſſes to witneſs the 
truth of what T ſhall ſay : The Athe- 
wans often abuled by his impu- 
dent Lyes, prelently interrupted 
him, And we call all the Gods and 
Goddeſſes to witneſs we will not believe 
304. "The bare word of an Honeſt 
Man 


105, 
PRALY 
| Chap. 3. 
of a rational humane Faith, groun- C>%Ry 


% 


ded on juſt and powerful motives, 
which is preparatory for the Di- 


* Plin. z7 


Epiſt. 


106 
Chap. 3. Manin an important matter, per- 
LEARY ſwades more than the moſt exqui- 
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ſite Oaths and far-fetch'd Impre. 
cations, by which a Lyar would 
o1VeC credit to his Impoſture. Now 
we have ſtrong proof of the Inte- 
ority of the Apoſtles. If an inflexi- 
ble Fidelity and conſtant Truth 
were qualities ſo remarkable in 
the Community of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that the Pagan * Judges 
themſelves were conſtrained to 
acknowledg it,certainly they were 
found more eminently in thole by 
whoſe Dod&rine and Example 
they form'd themſelves. And as 
it is impoſſible to poſleſs this Ver- 
cue (ſo ſtrictly united toJuſtice) in 
an excellent degree, without hav- 
ing all the others , ſo 'tis evident 

they were adorn'd with all moral 

Vertues. For their lives were a- 

bove the leaſt reproach and charge 


of 
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of their implacable enemies : ſo Chap. 3. 
that they were fain ro makeex- Lu 
preſs Laws againſt their Profeſſi- 
on, to render them guilty in Ap- 
pearance. Beſides, the circum- 

{ances of their Teſtimony make ir 

very valuable. 

| 1, "T'wasnot built on the re- 

port of others. Mere hear-ſay is 

very deceitful , and often like a 

; = Contagion paſles from Ear to Ear, 

> Ml and blaſts the Reputation of che 

2 | Innocent with ealy and credulous 

7 | perſons. Bur a Teſtimony from 
: 


{1ght makes impreſſion on the be- 
lief of wile conſidering Men. 
Now we have undoubted Afſu- 
1 | rance of Chriſt's Reſurrection from 
the clear and concurrent depoſiti- 
ti on of their Senſes : What we have 

heard, and what we have ſeen with our | 
eyes, and what we have handled of 
the Word of Life, laith the Apoſtle 
St, Jobn. 2. he 


TW > 
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cos 
Chap. 3. . 2: Theuniformity of their Te- 


ſtimony renders it convincing. ' If 
any material contradiction be be. 
tween Witneſſes, 'tis an infallible 
mark of their Forgery. But the A- 
poltles agreed not 3? in the ſub- 
ſtance, but in the particularity of 
the Fact. In vain Porphiry and Ju- 
han rack'd their Wits to find ſome 
contrariety in their Relations. An 
impartial Inquirer muſt acknow- 
ledge all their Objections to be 
mere Cavils, and effe&ts of Ma- 
lice. - 

3. There were no motives to 
corrupt them. For the humane 
will is naturally moved either by 
attraction of ſome Good, or a- 
verſion from ſome Evil.A Fiction 
15 not maintain'd for pure love of 
it ſelf, but with reſpect to either 
of thole objects whether real or in 
appearance. The Roman Hiſto- 

1165 


ITY s W— 


- pzoved by Reaſon, 109 | 


ries report that Julius Proculus (0- Clans 5: 


lemnly ſwore that he ſaw Romnlus CAVaIL 
aſcend to Heaven : but the motive 
of his Impoſture is viſible; for it 
was to Prevent a great dilorder a- 


'{mong the People. Bur 'tis very 
- Mevident that nothing defirable in 
the World had the leaſt influence 
upon the Apoſtles. Nay on the 
contrary, whatever Was terrible to 
Nature,diſcourag'd, them. They 
ſuffer'd all remporal evils, even 
Death it ſelf, for this Teſtimony. 
And this laſt proot confirms all 
the others; They are called Mar- 
tyrs by way of excellency, who 
have ſeal'd the Truth with their 
Blood. Now what can be added 
"to giveus full and entire Faith in 
their Teſtimony ? In great and 
difficult Caſes, tuſpe&ted Perſons 
are put to Torture for the dilco- 
very of Truth, The Apoliles 


WCTIC 
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Chap. 3. were tryed by the ſharpeſt Suffer. 
CAARLings, yet declar'd the Reſurrection 

MT ING: Divine Miltec wick an 
fainting perſeverance. What ſha. 
dow of doubt can remain after 
{uch clear evidence of their ſtnceri. 
ty? Let ſober Reaſon judge: 
whether the matter 1s capable of 

| proof more ſtrong and convince. 
ing ? If itbeſaid they were decei. 
ved with an Illuſion, either being 
diſtemper'd or in a dream ; both 
the pretences are moſt ablur'd and 
incredible.For the operations ofthe 
| ExternalSenſes may be infallibly 
dilcern'd by their proper caracters 
from thole of the Imaginations.In- 
deed, if the mind be in diſorder,ei- 
ther from ſome more fixed and te- 
nacious caule,or from ſleep,the in- 
fluences of Reaſon are ſuſpenged, 
or only ſome faint rays appear, 


andare ſuddenly extinguſh'd, fo 
that 


- Sf '—"” HD v=wuud gud YH 9 =. 
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that it can make no true judgment (qo? 
of things. In this ſtate, = Ima- COED 

gination draws all the vigour of 
the Soul to it ſelf, and the Phan- 
Ml caſms are made fo bright by the 
WU heat of the Spirits in the brain,thac 
thoſe painted Scenes ſeem to be as 
real as the ſubſtantial objects we 
ſce, hear, and touch. But ſound 
Reaſon can refle&t upon it elf, 
and extend its veiw to the opera- 
tions of all the other faculties, and 
obſerve the juſt and certain diffte- 
rence between Chimeras in the 
imagination, and things really ex- 
ſtant, It comprehends diſtin&ly 
and with aſlurance.thar it 1s not di- 
{turb'd, and that the Internal and 
External Senſes are diſpos'd for 
their regular operations. -It conſ1- 
ders that thePageants of Fancy mo- 
ving in adream vaniſh in a mo- 


ment upon waking- Bur real ef- 
fects 
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Chap. 3. 
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fes perceiv'd by the Senſes in 
their full exerciſe are more con- 
Rant and durable. One may be 
wounded in a dream, yet feel not 
loſs of blood or {trength when he 
1s awake. Bur the wounds recei- 
yed in a Combar are ſometimes iſ 
rebellious againſt the moſt potent ſ 
remedies. . Now to apply this to 
the preſent ſubject. 

Is ic in the leaſt degree proba- 
ble that a vain ſhadow iri a dream” 
ſhould make an indelible impreſ- 
fion on the memories of the Apo- ll 
ſtles, and their waking thought 
| ſhould nor diſcover the deceit ? 
Nay that ifAhould inſpire them 
with invincible courage to aflert 
that Chriſt was truely riſen ? Or 
who can with the leaſt colour of 
reaſon accule the Apoſtles of fim- 

plicity or any diſorder of mind, 
when ſuch arzequal, uniform and 


{trong 
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ſtrong light ſhines in all cheir Get). 
Writings 3 2 ' whereas the difcourſes XR 
| of Fools or diſtracted Perſons are 

unſhapt Abortions of the mind, 

| beginnings without a regular pro- 

grels, or if there be any coherence 

"tis {Horr, and alwayes attended 
with Feet notable EXITAVagance. 
Beſides, the conſtant order of their 
Lives arid Actions was a certain 
proof of - the compolednefs and 
wildom of their minds: | 

To ſum'up briefly what is con- 
 vincing that Th Apoſtles were 
ſincere and certain in their Teſti- 
mony. How could they bede- 
ceived when they ſay hin do M1- 
racles,or by his power did thelike? 
Did they all dream in a night, that 
they law him appear after his Re- 
ſurretion ? what could impreſs 
on them ſuch a ſtrong belief of 
that, of which the Senfes were the 


I proper 


\ 
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Chap. 2. proper Judges ? Or could | they 
_AARL conſpire to invent ſuch a falſhood, 

and (o eaſily to be convinc'd, with 
the leaſt rational hope that the 
World ſhould believethem 2? How 
was it hkely, conſidering the vari- 
able humors of Men, but that ſome 
of themſelves either by violent 
fears, or attractive hopes ſhould 
be prevailed on to diſcover the 
Fiction, and leave their Party? 
What could inſpire them with 
luch a falle ſecurity, to deſpiſe the 
greateſt Dangers, and lych a fool. 
1{h preſumption. ro undertake the 
greateſt difficulties ? How could 
they expect to induce-the World 
| tobelieve in and worſhip One ig- 
nominiouſly put to death ? Aﬀrer 
ſuch a convincing evidence, what 
can Reaſon, nay luſpicion obje& 
with any colour to. weaken their 
teſtimony ? "The motives of cred!- 
bility 
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bilicy are ſo ſtrong that we may Ee? 
| be n cruly Caahied: of the reality cn has, 

of the things related by the Apo- 
ſtles, as 5 Wwe had been {1 pectators 


of them our ſelves. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The accompliſhment of Prophecies cons 
_ Cerning the Meſſiah, m Jeſus of 
Nazareth, « an unanſwerable 
proof that he was ſent from God to 


redeem the World. T he circumſtan- 
ces of bis Birth, the aftions of his 
Life , his Sufferings and Death 
clearly foretold. The irreparable 
deſtruftion of the State of the Jews 
was foretold as the juſt puniſhment 
for their rejefting of the MeſSiah, 
That terrible Eyent is a continual 
Proof that Jeſus Chriſt was whit 
he declar d himſelf to be, the Son of 
1 2 


God 3 
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God. The Convertmg of the Gen- 
ule Werld to the Knowledge and 
Ser vice of the true God by the Mel- 
flah was foretold im the\Scriptures 
and 15 Viſtbly fulful'd. The Ac- 
compliſhment of this Prophecy by the 
mot unlikely means , azain$t the 
ſtronzest Oppoſition , 1s manifeſtly 
the effect of Divine Power, and u 
ſufficient to convmce the Jewi{h and 
Heathen Infidelity of the truth of 

| Chriſtianity. | 


H E. Accomplſhment. of 
Prophecies concerning the | 
MEsS1Aan his coming, into the 
World, the Work he ſhould do, 
his Suffterings, and the Conlequen- 
ces of them, afftord undeniable 
proof that Jeſus of Nazareth came 
trom God for our Salvation. Pre- 


Icience of things to come, and in- 


dependent on the letled courle and 
order 
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order of Natural Cauſes, is an in- OK wg 

communicable Prerogative of God: C2: 2; 
His Eye only can panes the thick 
vail of fucyrity. He has an open 
unconfin'd proſpect of all things 
that were, are, and {hall be. Such 
perfection of Knowledge tran(- 
cends Angelical Minds. "Tis more 
| ealy for the Devil by an adventu- 
| rous imitation to counterfeit Mi- 
racles, than to give a clear and di- 
ſtin& prediction of things to come 
that depend on free Agents. From 
hence it was that he gave reſpon- 
ſals ambiguouſly, to conceal his 
ignorance of future events, and 
left thole who conſulted his Ora- 
cles dubious and hovering in what 
ſenſe to underſtand them, - God a- 
lone could in{tru&t the Prophets 
to foretel things at luch a diſtance, 
eſpecially conlidering ſome of 
them are {upernatural, and others 
1 J CON- 
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Chap. 4. contingent from the wavering of 
La ſecond Cauſes. Now the ſeveral 
Prophecies of Jeſus Chriſt if uni- 
ted together, make ſuch an entire 
deſcription of him, that they ſeem 
rather Hiſtorical Narratives of 
what 1s paſt, chan Prediftions of 
what was to come. According to 
the Prophecies, he was born of a 
Virgin, 2 branch of the almoſt ex- 
tinguiſh'd Family of David, born 
in Bethlehem, uſher'd in by a fore- 
runner, meek, lowly, juft, and a 
worker of Miracles. Therefore 
when John the Baptiſt ſent ſome 
of his Diſciples to enquire whe- 
ther he was the Meſſzah that ſhould 
come: Our Saviour gave no di- 
re Anſwer in words, but refer- 
red them to his Works, that gave 
a full and real teſtimony concern- 
ing him, Go, tell John the things 
which ye do bear and ſee ; the Blind re- 
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PH 4.4 . | FAD 
ceive their Sight, the Lame walk, the Chap. 4. 
Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf bear, 2\RU 
the Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor 
have the Goſpel preached to them: 
That compa his Miraculous 
Operations for the recovery of hu- 
Mane Bodies, with the Prophe- 
cies, there being a perfect Agree- 
ment between them, and both un- 
doubtedly from God, They mighr 
by that clear and certain CaraQter 
acknowledg him to be the Promi- 
ſed Meſſah. *Tis an Obſervation 
of St, Auſtin, That the Son of God Pre 
foreſeeing the perverſe Interpre- proegumnting 
tations that his Enemies would um fi 
make ule of to darken the luſtre #r97,9:4 mi- 

C F Mi | [ ( hi racul's e145 
ot his Miracles, accuſing him as a ,,1,,es- 
olemn Magician that wrought by tr, Mazicis 

| artibus trie 

buendo, Prophetas ante premifit. Numquid fi Magus erat, © 
Magicsy artibus fectt, ut coleretur & mortuus, Mags erat ante- 
qram natus ? O Homo mortue & vermiſcendo calumniole, Pro- 


Phetas audi, Propidtas Lege. Tract, in Joan. 


Previdens 


I 4 tha 


I20 
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Chap. 4. 
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the force of Inchantment, that 
ſuch a falſe Perſwaſion might not. 
prevail, fent the Prophets before 
his coming into the World. From 
hence the. Saint argues to. reprels 
thoſe impious calumnies : If by 
Magical Arts he did ſuch Won- 
ders as to conciliate Divine Ho- 
nour to him even fince his Death, 
was hea Magician before he was 
born ? and did he know the ſuc- 
ceſſion of all things in his Life be- 
fore he lived, that & an impoſſible 

Miracle he predicted them to Mo- 


Evi Ef, Dowd and others? 


Having Was argued, the Saint curns 
himlelt to thole Infidels, as Chriſt 
to the Phar iſees looking Rd about 
on them with anger, being grieved for 
the hardneſs of a boat ts, and faid,O 
dead wretch, hear the Prophets. 


Bur © hs all, His Death and 


Pailion the ſubſtanee of the Gol- 


pe) 


p:oved by Reaſon, tan 
pel) 1 moſt exquilitly drawn with Chap: 4. _ 
the lines of his own. Blood. ' Da- > 
nel foretels the time ; Z achary: ©! oe ping 
preſent at. the execrable contract v.9n Sam 


612- M Judas and the High- McAmmag 
Prieſts, tels us exactly the price of 7 We | 
the Treaſon, and _ as it tranſ- Þ,,.*, | 
ported to Calvary, he ſaw his Side 5a 
4 d with the Spear, and notes Anh 

it in theſe words, they ſhall look on 

him whom they have pierced. David, £/-* 2*- 

2sif he had ſtood arthe foot of the 

Crofs in the hour of his Sufferings, 

relates the manner of them in the 

Perſon of our Crucified Redee- 

mer ; "They peirced my Hands and 

my Feet : Thenthe disjoynting of 

Ma Parts by the Torture ; Imay tell 

all my Bones, they look and ſtare upon 

me : His hanging naked on the 

Croſs, they part my Garments among 

them, and caſt lots upon my Veſture : 


the birrer draught they offer 'd 


him, 
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Chap. 4. him, they gave me alſo Gall for ny 
Ly Meat, and in my thirſt they gave me 
Vinegar to drink: The blaſphemouz 
 derifion of the Prieſts and People 
ATTY = 8 theſpettators of his Death, All thy 
fee me, laugh me to ſcorn, they ſhoot on 
the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, He 
truſted in the Lord that he would dell 
ver him ; let him deliver him, ſeeing he 
delighted m him : His words ok 
in the heighth of his diſtreſs, 2} 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me ? The Prophet Tſaiah reprefents 
the Ignominy and Torments of 
Iſa. chap. his Paſſion, 1 gave my back to the 
3%, 23. ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair ; Thid not my face 
from ſhame and ſpitting : and by the 
eyes of his mind ſaw him crucified 
| between two Thieves ; He was 
named with Tranſgrefſors : and as 
preſent at his mol atfectionate dy- 
ing prayer for his enemies, Father 


for- 
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forgive them, they know not what they 
do . obſerve, that be made interceſſion 
for Tranſereſſors. "Thus as ſeveral 
Painters that would draw divers 
Copies from the ſame excellent 
Original, are intent to view its va- 
rious Aſpects, ſome dire&tly, ſome 
on this and the other {tde : ſo the 
Prophets, as if they had been rhe 
Spectators of 'his cruel Snfferings, 
copied from the life, every one 
that part that the Holy Spitit aſ- 
ſigned to them. Now how was 
it poffible, if not inſtructed by Om- 
niſctence, that being ſo diſtant in 
time and place, and fo long be- 
fore the Accompliſhment , they 


ſhould concur in ſuch an exact 


FALL) 
Chap. 4. 


LEN RJ 


deſcription of what ſhould befal_ 


the Meſſiah ? Men are not Pro- 
phets by the light of Reaſon: as 
Nature is not ſubje&ed to their 
power to work Miracles, neither 

is 
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J-/" is Futuricy open to their view, to 
Ca. compole an Hiſtory of things. to 
come. The Death of Chriſt de. 
pended on feveral Cauſes; Men, 
Devils,and God himſelf concurr'd 
for divers Ends in the ſame Event, 
The two prime Conſpirators a- 
gainſt his Life, Lucifer and ( aiphas, 
were moved both from Reaſons 
of State to {ecure their own. The 
Devil to maintain his cruel Em- 
pire which for ſo many Ages he 
had uſurp'd in the World. For our 
Saviour having with Authority 
caſt out Legions of his miniſtring 
Spirits from thoſe who were mile- 
rably poſlelt by them, he was in 
fear of loling his Power. Befides, 
he foreſaw «48 it Chriſt were the 
Son of God, the killing of him 
would bring ſuch a crimſon guilc 
upon the Jews, that no leſs puniſh- 
ment than their Rejection would 


fob 


p20ved by Reaſon. 
follow : -And ſo God ſhould loſe 
his peculiar People. (ataphas exci- 
ted the Council to devote him as a 
Sacrifice to preſerve their Nation 
from ruine : for their ſafety. de- 
pending on their homage to the 
Romans, to. prevent the jealoulies 
that might ariſe by the tame of his 
mighty Works,and by the Peoples 
attendance on him, that were fed 


125 


FARLND?Y 
Chap. 4- 


SS ans 


by hisMiracles,they concludedon it 


as a neceſlary expedient, that Chriſt 
{hould dy, and all ſuſpicions be re- 
moved with him. Thus Men and 
Devils were the inftruments, but 
God; appointed that great Event. 
The ſtorm fell:from Heaven upon 
Him for our Sins. | *Tis Ns 4 


exprelly ſaid, He was delivered by the 


determmate Counſel and: foreknowledge 


of God; who over-ruled the train 
of diſorders ,, the, work of their 
cruel malice;for contrary ends than 

LY EI Ad Wo 


I2ZO0 


FRALD 
Chap. 4. 


CDI 
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were deſign'd by them : For the 
Devils were caft our of their King. 
dom, the Jews depriv'd of theit 
Liberty , and the Kingdom of 
Chrift eftabliſh'd for ever. Now 
who could read in the Mind of 


God his free Decrees ? even the 


Angels of Light that always ſee 
his face, cannot without a reve 


Spirit that ſearches the deep things of 


God, could make the diftcovery ? 


And who could foreſee that-:the 
Meſſiah ſo often'promiſed tothe 


Jews, ſoimpatiently expected, and 


ardently ' deftr'd, -'fhould be fo 
fiercely rejedted 'by them ? that 
his Death ſhould be the effect as of 
his own love, fo of their hatred ? 
None but God: to whom all the 


prick of time ' are equally pre- 


ent, and who -is more intirnate 


with the Counſels and Paſftons of 
1 Men 


p20ved by Reaſon, 


- could predi&t it. He communi- 
cated ſome rays of his Preſcience 
to holy Men, who foretald that 
| obſcureſt Contingency. From 
hence it follows that the clear Te- 
ſtimonies of the Prophets exactly 
fulfll'd in Jeſus Christ, are an un- 
 an{werable demonſtration that He 


ſtore the World. 
2. The univerſal and irrepa- 


the Jews, foretold as the juſt pu- 
niſhment of their rejeQing the 
Meſſiah, is another illuſtrious proof 


Do&rine. .. 4 0 

To repreſent all the Characters 
of that Vengeance as they are ſet 
down by Joſephus, an Eye-Witnets 
and Hiſtorian of it, would leng- 
then this Diſcourſe beyond the 


limits 


Men than their own Souls are, C 


was the expeRed Deliverer to re- 


4# 


rable Deſtruction of the State of 


of the Divinity of his Pexſon and 


- 


» 


as: tune 3 
Pi 


Ws | 
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LL” limits intended, Ir is fu cient to 
fm oblerve, | 

i That all the vers Scouvgh 
of God mer in a diretul conjundti- 
on againſt them. 'The moſt af. 
frighting Prodigies were his fore. 
runners; A flaming- -Sword bran- 
diſh'd in the Heavens, and Mon. 
ers born on the Earth: And War, 

Famine, Peſtilence, and Fire were 
his Armondants. Thoſe who elcap't 
the Sword were conſum'd by Fa- 
mine ; and thoſe who were-pre- 
ſerved from cruel War and -F+- 
mine , were ſwept away by: the 
Peſtilence , or devour'd by. the 
mercileſs Flames.. Wherever they 
turn'd their eyes, Death. in terribk 

{hapes appear'd. 

2. all thele Judgments were 
inflicted at once upon them in the 
heavieſt degrees. The Sword ne- 
ver made a greater deſtruction of 


os 


"4 
»; 
0 
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than in Jeruſalem: here were Rivers Cl. 
of Blood,there Mountains of Car- CAR 
cafſes. In ſome places nothing bur 
filence and horrour amongſt the 
dead, in others the crys and groans 
of the dying. Innumerable were 
maſlacred by the rage of Sedition 
amongſt themielves. And when 
the mild Conquerour would have 

ſpared them, yet by an unparal- 
lel'd fierceneſs they would rather 
periſh in an obſtinate reliltance. 
The Famine was ſo extreme, as 
| compell'd even tender Mothers to 
eat the fleſh of their miſerable 
Children. "The Fire conlum'd the 
City from one end to the other, 
without leaving any part entire. 
The Temple,the Sanctuary of Re- 
ligion , and Image of Heaven, 
where God lo long had dwelt, had 
been lerv'd and prais'd, and ren- 
dred his Oxacles, was not exemp- 


Kk _ 
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"Chap. 4. red from the fury of the Fire. 
AYR 3. Their Calamity 
| treme and irreparable. 
Deſolation by the Chaldeans, fo 
compaſiionately recorded by Jere- 
mah, was not comparable in the 
degrees and continuance to this 


lecond by the Romans, of which 


120 
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CunrisrT himlelt was the Chit 


Mourner, and made lamentation. 
Then they were tranſported toge- 
ther, and not to a VEL rIgorou: 
nor perperual ſervitude in Babylon, 
After leventy years they recoverd 
their Liberty, and were reſtored 
to their Native Land. But in the 
laſt, the Caprtives were diſpers' 
among divers People; a [7d f Pro- 
onoſtick that they ſhould nevet 
be joyned again 1n one Society. 


ov. Bf. = The Ruines of the Nation were 
tar, {9 creat, that the pieces of it are 
FA "A. 
$0 lo 


Iſehrrer 'd all over theWorld. Where 
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ever 4 Jew is found, there is a ſtone Pe cle 
| of ruin'd Feruſalem never to be re- ſpin 265. | 
builc. In ſhort, that wretched Na- Hlfentle/ funch | 
tion is rent into innumerable parts; 4, 5.0.4. 
and expos'd to the contempt and 
hatred of all. As the Body of a 
Traitor is quarter'd, and the parts 
hung up in ſeveral places of pub- 
lick view, to fignity the horrour 
of his Crimes in the ſeverity of 
his Puniſhment : God has taken 
away all the marks of his Alliance 
with them. Nodiſtin&ion of their 
Tribes remain, no eblervance of 
their legal Ceremonies, no Prieſts, 
no Altars, no Sacrifices, no Pro- 
phets nor Miracles ; in {hott,there 
15no true Worſhip among them, 
no God bur angry and revenging 
their bloody impieties. And which 
15 moſt worthy of conſideration, 
the Romans that conquer'd them 
nave loſt their Empire, and the 


K. 2 Na- 
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*rolbgh Nations which were ſubdued by 
992g) their Arms, have recovered they 
Liberty : Bur the Jews after {1xteen 
kundred years are ſtill miſerable. 
Now 1s not this Judgment of God 
upon them a dreadful proot of the 
_ extremity of their Wickednels in 
cruciftying JESus CHRIST, and 
that conlequently he was, as he 
declar'd himſelf to be, the Son of 
God, and that his Office and Do-iſ 
&trine were from Heaven. Never 
before did the Wrath of God break 
forth in luch a fierce manner a- 
gainlt a {1nful Nation. Therefore 
ris repreſented under the Image of 
the final Doom , when Juſtice 
arm'd with flames {hall devour the 
Hnzodly,” and the whole World be: 
come a Theatre of Terrors. And 
never was any other Nation gull 
ty of fuch an high provocation : 
tor the Son of God deſcended but 
| ONCe 


p20bed by Realon, 132 


he 99s 1D” 
Chap. 4. 
SS a7 a. 


' once among Men to be perlonal- 
ly crucified. "The ſingularity *of 
the puniſhment is a viſible inſtru- 
five {ign of their tranſcendent 
Crime. Immediately upon their 
pronouncing the capital Sentence 

| againſt him on Earth, their utter 
Ruine was pronounc'd in Heaven. 
And the execution of the Sentence 

was deferr'd no longer, bur till the 
| Elect of that People were brought 
in, and by the Preaching and ex- 
cellent Miracles of the Apoſtles, 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and 
the truth of the Goſpel were con- 
farm'd, and thereby a beginning 
and form given to the new Chri- 
{tian Church. Now they have 
written on their foreheads in very 
legible characters, the Fatal Curle 
which their Fathers pronounc'd 
concerning Jelus Chriſt, His Blood 
be on Us, and our Children. When 
K 3 AMoſes 
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Chap. 4. Moſes with indignation for their 
AR. Idolatry, broke the Tables of the 
Law, God reeſtabliſh'd them, but 

when for a greater guilt God him- 
{elt broke them, there 1s no poſli 

ble Redintegration. 
If it be Pd tha is not necel- 
{ary to attribute this Ruine of the 
| Jews to the particular Vengeance 
of God, but only to the Inſtabili- 
ty of humane things, wherein ſuch 
dilaſtrous Revolutions ſometimes 

happen. 

| an{wer, That although Divine 
Juſtice was (o viſible in their aſto- 
*P>5197, 2:1, nifhing Deſtruction , that * Titw 
4p3.1:9.5. hiralelt refus'd a Triumphal- 
| Dera. Crown after his compleat Vidcto- 
—_—_ "rs ry, declaring that he was but the 


48. Inſtrument of God's Anger, who 
v4[ropr $78. was the Inviſible Emperor in that 
- bloody Expedition ; yet to force 
an acknowledgment of it from all 
what 


p20ved by Reaſon, 135 
that are not wiltully blind, it was Chap. 4. 
foretold when the Jews were in Nu 
peace, and their killing the Meſ- 
liah ſpecified, as the Meritorious 
Cauſe wherein that terrible Eftect 
was included : "Thus our Saviour 
in the Parable of the Husbandmen 
and Vineyard, after they had put 
to death the Maſter's Son, he adds, 

What ſhall therefore the Lord of the 
Vineyard do ? He will come and deſtroy 
the Fusbandmen, and give the Vme- 
yard to others. And upon his draw- 
ing near to the City of Jeruſalem, 
he wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
day, the things which belong Unto: thy 
peace, but now they are hid from thine 
eyes. For the days ſhall come upon thee, 
that thine Enemnues ſhall caſt a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs thee round, and 
keep thee in on every ſide, and fhall lay 
thee even with the Ground, and ſhall not © 
KA leave 
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Clo: 4. leave in thee one ſtone upon another , 
; * becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy 
LO 3a) 
Viſitation. "This was allo axe 
by Aoſes in all the terrible Cir- 
cumſtances : The Lord ſhall bring a 


Deut. 28. Nation againit thee from far , from the 


_endof the Far th, as ſwift as the Eagle 
flyeth; a Nation whoſe Tongue thou 
' ſhalt not underſtand ; a Nation of fierce 
cormtenance, which ſhall not regard the 
perſon of the old, nor ſhew favour to 
the young : and be ſhall eat the fruit of 
thy Sik and the fruit of. thy Land, 
until thou be deſtroyed ; which alſo ſhall | 
not leave thee either Corn, Wine, or Oyl, 
or the encreaſe of thy "5 or flocks 
of thy Sheep, until be have dejtr ojed i 
thee: And he ſhall beſrege thee in all 
thy Gates throughout all thy Land which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee, mn 
the Olege, and m the ſtraitneſs where- 
with th "Me Enennes ſhall diſtreſs thee. 
Such was the 'T hreatning, and the 


5 Event 


p:0bed by Reaſon. 


' Event was correſpondent in all the 
degrees of miſery. Which as it 
demonſtrates the truth of the Pro- 
phecy, 1o it may inſtruct us how 
tearful a thing itis tofall into the 
hands of the living ( God. 


. The converting of the Gen- + 


tile World to the laving Know- 


Jedg of God by the Meſſiah was 


foretold in the Scriptures. The 


beams of this glorious I ruth were 
oradually diſpens'd to the Iſraelites 


as their weak underſtandings could 
{uſtain ir. When the Covenant 
was made with Abraham God de- 
| clared in expreſs terms, In thy Seed 
ſhall all the Nations of the Wd be 
bleſſed. That Seed was the Meſſi- 
ah; not the people of the Jews de- 
ſhaded from Abraham : for they 


were ſo far from being 2 univer- 


ſal Bleſſing to the World, that on 


the 
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the contrary, they vainly prelum'd 


CARY that God for their fakes deſpis'd 


Een. 49.10. 


the reſt of Mankind. And indeed 
before the coming of Chriſt they | 
were an incloſed Garden,the pecu- |i 
liar People of God, and without 
the compaſs of Judea Sin reign'd 
abſolutely and univerſally. Now iſ 
thar Promile clearly ſ1gnifes, that 

the Favour and Blefling of God | 

that he conferr'd upon Abraham in 
making known to him his Will, 
and promiſing to be his God, and 


of his Poſterity, ſhould one day 


be extended to all Nations, by 
calling them to his Knowledg and 
Service. Tothis agrees the Pro- 
pheſte of Jacob : The Scepter ſhall 
not depart from Juda, nor the Law- 
eiver from between his feet, till Shil 


come, and to him ſhall the gathering of 


the People be: that 1s, the Gentiles 


{hall be converted from their Idols 
0 


p2oved by Reaſon. 
to the true God by the Meſſiah, 
whom the Jews acknowleds to be 
ſignified by that Title. And Mo- 
W /es introduces God as complaining 
| of the Idolatry and Ingratirude of 
che Jews, and declaring They have 


moved me to jealoufie with that which 


' #snot God, they have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities, and I will 
| move them to jealouſy with thoſe which 


139 
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Dent.32.21. 


are not a People,and Twill provoke them - 


to anger with a fooliſh Nation. The 
external Covenant between God 
and his People is repreſented by 
the union of Marriage, to {ignifte 
the Dury they owe to God, the 
higheſt honour, the moſt ardent 
aftections, and the benefits they 
receive from him. Therefore when 
the Jews gave Divine Adoration, 
the higheſt reſpects of Religion, to 
Idols, they provok'd God to jea- 
louſy ; and he threatens he would 


break 
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Chap. 4 break his Alliance with them, and 
LPR give his Heart and Love to thoſe 

which were not a People ; And by 
the Law of Counter-Paſlion they 
ſhould be provok'd to Jealouly, 
'Tis very viltble theſe expreſſion; 
ſignify the calling of the Gentiles, 
And David by the ſame Inſpirati- 
on, in many P/alms celebrates the 
Kingdom of the Meſſiah. In P/al. 
22. he is introduc'd, ſpeaking, 
praiſe ſhall be of thee in the great Con- 
gregation ; all the ends of the World 

all remember ,and turn unto the Lord. 
all the kindreds of the Nations ſhall 
worſhip before thee. And in the 
67 Pſal. God be merciful to us, and 
bleſs us, and cauſe his Face to ſhine up- 
on us. Selah. That thy way may bt 
known upon Earth, and thy ſaving 
health among all Nations. Let the 
people praiſe thee O God, let all the pev- 
ple praiſe thee, The Prophet Ejay 


Mm 
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in his Revelations clearly {1 peaks Chih | 
of the great deſign of God to bring CWRu 
the Gentiles to his ſervice. "Thus 
in the ſecond Chapter "tis prophe- 
fied ; And it ſhall come to paſs in the 
laſt days, that the Fountain of the 
| Lords Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 
i- MW tops of the Mountains, and ſhall be ex- 
| alted above the Fills. And many Peo- 
WW ple ſhallgo and ſay, Come ye, let u5 go 
up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the 
| Houſe of the God of Jacob, and he 
will teach us his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for out of Zion ſhall go 
forth the Lord, and the Sword of the 
Lord ont of Jeruſalem. 
And among all the reſt none is 
more clear and expreſs than what 
1s recorded in Tja. 49. There firft 
the Meſſiah is repreſented as de- 
claring his Commiſſion from God 
to go tothe People of Iſrael ; The 
Lord hath called me from the womb, 
vn OOF 1" 
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ay 


Chap. a fromthe bowels of my mather hath 
LAN made mention of my Name, and be ſaid 
unto me, T hou art my Servant, m whom 

{ will be gborifud. And after com- 

_ plains of che obſtinacy of che in. 
grateful Synagogue : Then I ſaid, ] 
have laboured m vain, Thave ſpent ny 
ſtrength for nought & in vain, yet ſure- 
ly my judgment 15 with the Lord, and my 
work with God. - And immediately 
afrer'tis added, 4nd now ſaith the Lord 
that form dme'from the Womb to be his 
Servant, to brmg Jacob again to him, 
though lirael benor gather d, yer fhal 
Tbe glorious in the eyes of the Lord,and 

' my God ſhall be my ſtrength. And le 
 faid;t 5 a hight thmg that thou ſhould) 
be my ſervant, to raſe up the 'Irubes of 
Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of 
Hrael; I wil alſo give thee for a light to 
the-Gentiles, that thou maiſt be my Sal- 
vation to the ends of the Earth, "Thi 
Oracle 1s preciſe and full ; fort 


{peaks 
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ſpeaks of the Nations in oppoliti- I XL 
| onto the Tribes of 7jrael, and di- Chap. 4. | 
| rectly foretels that the Jews would VS 

neglect the inſtructions of the Me/- 


fiab, and that upon their Infideli- 
ty God would by the Heſſmb give 
ſaving knowledge to all Nations. 


And in the {ame lenſe he ſpeaks in 
the 5 4th Chapter : Sing, O Barren, 


| thou that aidſt not bear - break forth 


mto ſmging , and cry aloud thou that 


| didſt not travel with ( hild :. for more 


are the Children of the deſolate than of 
the married, ſaith the Lord. Who 1s 
the deſolate and barren, but the 
Gentiles without God in the World, 
whiles the Jews were honour'd and 


 bleſt in the Myſtical Marriage 


with him 2 And who are the Chil- 
dren of the forlaken that ſhould 
be far more numerous than thoſe 
of the married, but the Believers 


_ oi the Chriſtian Church, in oppo- 


{1tion 
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Chap! 4! ſition to the Jewiſh Church? Ang 
xa the other fucceeding Prophet 
concur in this predi&tion. Malachy 
the laſt ſpeaks of it in ſuch expreſ; 
rerms, as are capable to convince 
| any that does not wiltully re. 
nounce the ule of his Eyes and 
Underſtanding. After God is in 
rroduc'd rejecting the Fews, and 
their 'Temple Service ; T1 have m 
pleaſure in you, faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
neither will T accept an Offering at your 
hands. He adds, to ſ1gnifie the cal- 
ling of a new Church, for from the 
riſmg of the Sun to the going down of 
the ſame,my Name ſhall be great amony 
the Gentiles, and m every place Incent 
ſhall be offer d to my Name, and « 
pure Offermg, for my Name ſhall be 
great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts. Thus that great won- 
der was clearly foretold by the 
Prophets, and as a work to be per- 
1T formed 
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formed by the glorious Power of 
God. And accordingly it 1s ac- 
compliſh' d. For who bur God 
could have inlpir'd the Apoſtles 


co undertake an Enterprile {o con- 


trary to Humane Prudence,being 


equally dangerous and 1m pollible: F 
| And whoelle could have made ir 


ſucceſsful beyond all imagination? 


When the Pride of Pharoah Was 


humbled, and his Strength broken 


| by the welt deſpicable creatures, 


cven the Magicians were compel- 
led to acknowledge it to be the 
Finger of God: but his Arm was 
revealed when the Spiritual Pharoah 
with all his Powers of Darknets 
were overcome by ſuch weak In- 
truments. What furious Winds 
from all parts of the World con- 
g pir'd co extingutth the farlt ſpring- 


ng Light of 6 Golpel 2 The 


Fate Emper Ours deſtroyed In- 


L numerable 
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e727 
Chap. 4. 
2 i 


Ch:17ian Religion 
innumerable Perſons, preluming 
ro drown the Memory of Chriſt in 
the Blood of the Chriſtians. But 
{ich were the Faith and Love of 
Believers of all conditions to their 
Crucifed Redeemer, that with'the 
lame joy they ran to lufter the moſt 
terrible puniſhments,as it they had 
been to receive Crowns. Invain 
the ſtrongelt Combinations were 
made againft the Truth. For the 
knowledge of the only true God, 
and his incarnate Son Jeſus ( brift, 
overcame Impiety with all its 1. 
dols, and Ignorance with all its 
numerous Maſters. Whar is be- 
come of ail the Heathen Deittes, 
io honour'd, fo fear'd, fo obſti- 
nately detended ? Where are their 
Altars, their Statues, their Sacrile- 
gjous Prieſts and Sacrifices ? They 
are buried in the ruines of their 
own Temples, in the darkneſsof 
eternal 
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| eternal oblivion. Where are all 
| the Sects of Philoſophers, the Pla- 


| the Fpicureans , andthe reſt that 
| fll'd Greece with their Fame, and 
| ſo many Volumes with their Fan- 
| cies and Errour 2 Like a "Torrent 
| that rouls down with great noile 
| from the top of a Mountain , ſo 
| for a time the Speculations of their 
| lofty Minds poured along in a 
| floud of {ſwelling froathy Elo- 
quence ; but now (and tor how 
many Ages {ince ? ) the very chan- 
nel is dryed up wherein they ran, 
{o that {carce any viſible ruines re- 
main in Athens it {elf of the Schools 
where they taughr. The greateſt 


| among them, | Plato, adorn'd with iz, :5;ye4u- 
the ticle of Divine, could never {ee 4; 


his Commonwealth , tram'd by 
him with ſo much ſtudy, to be e- 


| fabliſh'd in one Ciry. Whereas if 


L 2 we 


FRLAEDL? 
Chap. 4. 
| | CAN RNs 
| toniſts, the Peripateticks, the Stoicks, 


aTiv ada; 
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6a; we conlider the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
LEAR tus hard to Pw whether the 
'072 # 5: DoErine be more {1mple, or the 


— xeguTTo bot Apoſtles the firſt Maſters of it to 


. Tis 1 Te; 'ns 


Sdo®: 5 outward appearance; . Yet with- 


T9 neeuT10j4%- 
you % oy! out Learning or hmane ſtrength, 


G's aAAQGN 


(iii; IN a ſhort Ipace they triumphed | 
507 12K: ' over the Eloquence of the Greeks, 


CvTES TE wi 


| nate ie A the Power of the Romans, the Rage 
£!'c KV 
yl 6 van of Barbarous Nations. They I. 


op 91a » brogated Laws, chang'd Cuſtoms, 


20's TH war and Tirewed the face of theWorld. 


Seas. x, 0 


z7y923u-In this the Prophetick Parable 


5 engues was fulfill'd, The Kingdom of Hea- 


VS TlH T9 011 


26 1ee717:1, yen, that 1s, the diſpenſation of the 


54 Zud\:2.ov 077 


52 7 $4.Golpel, #5 like to a gram of Muſt ard- 
| -+myariy a ſeed: one of the {1 ll. grains,burt 
may Won lf that {ſpirit and quality that it 
luddenly {prings up and ſpreads 

| abroad. 
This happy and ſtupendous ſuc- 
ceſs of the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 


conlider'd 1n at {« TE is an unan{we- 


rable 
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rable proof that the ( hriſtian Reli- 


gion came from Heaven. For it was .; 
only poſſible to the Divine Power. 
"Tis no wonder the Religion of 
Mahomet extended and eſtabliſh'd 
Its Conquelts in many Countries : 
For that Seducer perlwaded the 
barbarous People by force of Aims, 
they muſt be his Diſciples or Slaves. 
And can the Mind form a clear 
Judgment, or the Will make a tree 
Choice, when under a tyrannous | 
neceſlity of Compliance, or loſing 
all the Comforts of Life ? Can 
Violence and Cruelty produce a 
Rational Faith ? "I hat may force 
them to a counterfeit comply- 
ance, but cannot make Men 
ſincerely believe ; tis apt to breed 
Form without, and Atheilm with- 
in. Now that a Perlecuted Re- 
ligion ſhould live and flourith in 
the midſt of flames, is as truly ad- 
L 3 m1- 


150  Chziſitan Religion 
»-xvngdf} mirable as if a little Stream ſhould 
Ee or pals through an Arm of the Ocean, 

retaining its Freſhnels and Purity 

in the midſt of Salt and Turbid 
Waters. "That when the Minds 
of Men were prepoſleſt with in- 
veterate Opinions contrary to its 
ſupernatural Myſteries, and their 
Wills over-rulea by Carnal Aﬀe- 
ions utterly averle from its Holy 
Precepts, the World was captiv'd 
to the belief and obedience of it, 
is the moſt noble eftet of Om- 
nipotence. For other Miracles, 
though above the Laws of Na- 
ture, yet were on the lower order 
of creatures without life and ſenſe; 
| but this internal Miracle was 
wrought on the Minds and Hearts 
of Men. To raile the Dead, to 

calm a Storm , to ſuſpend the | 
torce of Fire, to change Waters in- 
to Blood, is not fo glorious a work 
as 


p20ved by Reaſon, 
as the converting Rebellious Souls Po 
to God, and making them a wil- CAvRu 
ling People to his holy Laws. And 
K if we further conſider the Prophe- 
cies ſo many Ages before concern- 
ing it, and oblerve the Harmony 
betwixt the Works and Word of 
God, there reſults a Demonſtra- 
tion as clear and ſtrong as 1s poſli- 
ble. The Prediction and Accom- 
pliſhment are equally divine. 'The | 
lucceſs juſtifies the truth of the 
Prophecy, and the truth of the 
Prophecy juſtifies the Divinity of 
the Chriſtian Religion. For by the 
Apoſtles and their Succeflors the 
Heathens were turned from Idols, 
to the Service of one God the Cre- 
ator of the World : which was 
foretold by the Prophets, not on- 
ly as a thing that ſhould arrive,but 
to be performed by the Power of 
God. To aſcribe then this glori- 
LA. ous 
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Chap. 4 ous Work to humane Artifce, as 


Comme, if his Providence had been pre- 
vented by others, from doing that 
that he promil ſed {ſhould be done 
by his own Power, is lo directly 
contrary to his W "= and his 
Truth, that common Reaſon ab- 
Rors he thoughts of it. "I herefore 
the ChriStian Religion | is Divine, ha- lſ 
ving God for its Author. Thus 
the Truth of the Goſpel 1s victo- 
rious over the Jewiſh, or the pro- 
phane Infidel. 

It may be argued againſt the 
Jews, that their God foretold his 
SF; ef tþ ſhovld convert the Narti- 
Ons. No otner but one authoriſed 
ſrom above could do it. Teſus Christ 
ha 15 1 m0n ir. therefore he is the Mef- 
frah, "Ahd conſequently they are 
either blind with prejudice, Or 
mM Feoutly deny the known truth, 
Fo proph ane Infdels it may be 

_ 
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urged, none but the Divine Pro- Chap. 4- 


vidence could foretel ſo great and 
marvellous a change of the World, 
none but the Divine Power could 
eftect it, therefore 'twas the true 
God that made the project and e- 
vent ſo exactly to correſpond in 
a1l things 
Add further, that by comparing 
the Prophecies of Chrift and his 
Kingdom with their accompliſh- 
ment, the two ſorts of enemies 
againlt the Goſpel, are made uletul 
to convince one another. / The 
Pagans by theJews,that thele things 
were foretold, the Jews by the Pa- 
zans,that theſe things were fulfl'd. 


*St, Auſtin relates that the Hea- + 11;9,mnds 
thens ſeeing the exact agreement Pagani faci- 


between the Prophecies in the Old 792% 5 
== | quſmodi que- 
ſtionem, cam vident que ſcripta ſunt ſic impleri, ut negari omni= 
20 non poſſint, Audent, ut dicant videſtis ita fleri, & tauquam 


predict fint, conſcripſiſtis. Serm. 67 . Diyerlſ; 


Teſta- 
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'; gg Teſtament (o clear in words, and 
CA their accompliſhment in the New 


ſo clear in the Effects, had nothing 
ro reply, but that they were writ- 
ten after the things were done, and 


|feigned to be Predictions of anti- 
ent date, As Virgil weaving Fa- 
bles of Zneas, feign'd him to be 
in the Elifian Fields, and to receive 
trom Anchiſes a PrediCtion of his 
Deſcendents in a long ſucceſſion 
and order of Men and Times; 


which was the ſtory of what was 
actually paſt when he wrote it. In 
anſwer to this pretence, he break 
out with wonder and joy, 0 Glorid 
Regt noſtri! the Caule is gain'd, 
and the Victory of Truth could 
not be more glorious. For where- 
as the many Nations in Europe, 
Afaa, Africa, lubdued by the Arms 
of the Romans, were compelled to 


oblerve the Rites of their Religt- 
ON + 
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on: The Jews only were permitted ( hap. 4. 


ro enjoy their Sacred Books, and CE 
cheir own Worſhip, and were dif- ,3;q; Jude, 


persd into all Countries. And thus portantes co- 


by the admirable Counſel of God, mo Kos 


they give credit to the Goſpel a- dicatur. Si 


mong the Gentiles. For if we con- JP 5" 9? 96. 


loco efſent ter= 
[1der the reverence they bore to rarm, non 


Sf cams, 
bo 


the Writings of the Prophets, that 24rent a 


teſtimonio 


with the greateſt care they have 


| preſerved them as the moſt preci- nm Evange- p - 25. 


ther eel nr EO 
ous Inheritance left by their Fa- ron 


thers, and their mortal hatred of terraram. »þ. I), 


Teſus Chrift and his Goſpel, that wil- _ 67. 
lingly they would ſpend their 4,4;; ind: 
Blood to deface the Memorials of pp _ 
Tx HAVING) eum.,quia 
it , It 1s an invincible Argument Ss 
that thePrediCtions concerning the  impletum 
ſtate of the Chriſtian Church record- Ex cy 
. p G | aga 
edin their Scriptures, are lincerely op Ac 


, LO ego hac non 
delivered, and of Divine Autho- convici. 


rity. "This their Malice is an ad- 
vantage to the Faith of the Gogpel, 


: 2 dr Rrtes of (Fubroncy,e pg, and 


- . Vu 
predicatio= 0 tes Oi ] 
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., andby conſtraint they are the grex i 
(Bp: 4 (192 iba of it. This is {1 ffi 
to reduce the Heathens to filence 
 andconfuſton. And the Pagan be. 

ing convinc'd by the Books of the 

Fews, the Jew may be convinc'd by 

_ the Teſtimony of the Pagans : for 

if the Records ſo jealouſly kept by 

that Nation were from Divine In- 
ſpiration, if they contain Antient 
Prophecies which the Heathens ſee 
verified in the Goſpel and the Chri 

ſtian Church, why do not the Fews 
acknowledge Jeſus Chrift to be the 
promiſed Meſſiah 2 If the Vall 
 werenot taken from oſes's face, 
and laid on their hearts, they muſt 
clearly ſee that the Light of the Gen- 

tiles is the Glory of Tjrael. Tis equal- 

ly unreaſonable to doubt with the 
Atheiſt that the Meſſiah was ever 
promiſed, or to believe with the 

Tews he is yet to come. 


CHAP. 


 T 6" 6; 
IF 
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NT —_ — _ Chap. 5. 
CHAP. V. 


The Teſtimony produc'd by St. John 
for the proof of Chriſtianity, briefly 
conſider d. The Witneſs from Hea- 
ven, the Father, Word and Spi- 
rit ; The Witneſſes on Earth, the 
Spirit, Water and Blood, conſpire 
in declaring JESUS CHRIST 
to be the Son of God, and Saviour of 
AMen. An Anſwer to Objeflions a- 
gainſt the Doftrines of the '[rintty,” 
the Divine Incarnation,and the mean 
State and Sufferings of the Son of 
God in the World. The (oncluſton. 
The Goſpel ſo proved, deſerves our 
firme5t Aſſent and Adherence to its 
Doftrines. ( arnal or ſpiritual Luſts 
hinder the belief of it. It ſets before 
us the moſt powerful Motives to love. 
God. 
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God. We are obliged by the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons to obey its Precepts. "FI 


PRALD 
Chap. 5. 
LEARY 


He Sum of all that has been 

{aid, is compriſed in the Te- 
ſtimony that St. John produces to 
prove that Jeſus ( briit 1s the Son 0 
God, and the Redeemer of the World, 
This I will briefly open : There are 
three that bear record in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy-Ghoſt, 

. and theſe three are one. And there 
are three that bear witneſs in Earth, 
The Spirit, and the Water, and the 
Blood, and theſe three agree in one. 
All the Divinity gave teſtimony of 
this important "I ruth. "The Fa- 
ther not only by the Miracles 

wrought by his Power to confirm 
the Miſſion of Chriſt, but (which 
is here principally intended) by a 

voice from Heaven: Firſt ar his 
Bapriſm, T his is my well-beloyed So, 
nl 


in whom Iam well pleaſed. Andat 
his Transfiguration before ſome 
of his Diſciples, a Shining Cloud, 
the {1gn of the Divine Preſence, 
encompalt them, and a voice came 
forth of the Cloud, This 1s my well 
beloved Son, hear him. Upon this 
glorious Voice they were ſtruck 
with ſuch an impreſſion of fear 
that they fell on their faces. And 
when our Saviour near his Paſſion 
prayed, Father glorifie thy Name, a 
voice came from Heaven, I have glorift- 
ed it, and will glorifie ti, Now can 
there remain any doubt after ſuch 
an high atteſtation from the moſt 
Soveraign Authority ? 
The Son allo, beſides the per- 
 feftholineſs of his life, the exqui- 
ſite Wiſdom of his Doctrine, the 
Wonders of his Works, his Refur- 
rection from the dead, that were 
authentick proots of his Celeſtial 

| Perſon 
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__ 
Chap. 5. 
CLWYD 
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Cit: 4. Perſon and Calling, after his AC. 
MASS 


cenſion gloriouſly appear'd irom 
Heaven in diverſe Viſtons to the 
Preachers of his Golpel. "To Sail 
In his Journey to Damaſcus, calling 
to him,Saul,Saul,why perſecuteſt thoy 
me ? It is hard for thee to Rick againſt 
the Pricks. This is an unexceptio- 
nable teſtimony that he is the Son 
of God, being rilen from the dead, 
and returned to Heaven from 
whence he thus dilcover'd him- 
ſelf. Now that this was real and 
no fantaſtick illuſion 1s evident by 
the marvelous effects of it. "Thoſe 
who were companions in the 
journey were ſeizd with great 
terror, and himſelt ſtruck blind 
by the overpowering ſplendor of 
the Apparition. Burt eſpecially the 
effects of it upon his Soul are con- 
vincing, who it was that ſpake to 
him. For Saul was by Sect a Ph 


riſe, 
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7i/ce; chat of all others molt paſſio- Chan .Y 
nately adher'd tothe Jewilh Rel- 
gion : by Temper hot and violent, 
by Profeſſion a perlecutor of the 
Chriſtians. Onie_ that breathed 
forth 'Threatning and Slaughter, 
that excited the Fury of the High- 
Preeſts, follicited their Cruelty. In 
ſhort, a fierce (pirit that envied 
Nerothe title of the firſt Perlecutor 
of the Church. Yet this Man by 
this Viſion and Voice from Hea- 
ven, of a furious Perlecutor in an 
inſtant became a zealous Apoltle, 
of a Wolt became a Paſtor. He 
preſently expreſt his entire {ub- 
million, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? There is nothing lo 
hard to do, nothing ſo dreadful to 
{ufter, but 1 will readily undertake 
for thine honour, and the propa- 
gating thy Truch. Now from 
whence came this Change ſo 


M ſtrange 
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© = +tmggi} ſtrange, ſo new, in a perſon con- 
0,94 Ry firm'd inthe oppoſite party ? from 
whence this relignation of will 

{o entire and perfect, ſo unexpeCt- 

ed and ſudden ? What gave him 

courage to contradict to ther faces 

the High-Priefts, whole inſtru- 

ment he was, and declare that Je- 

{us whom they called a Deceiver, 

was the Son of God, and their 

Judge? What animated him to 

appear before Kings and Empe- 

rours, to. teſtifie this dangerous 

Truth ? What made him with un- 
parallel'd -a&tivity, with the moſt 

ardent affeCtions, propagate the 

Golpel, and after a thouſand perl: 

by Sea and Land, a thouland dil- 

oraces and injuries, at laſt to con- 

firm the Faith of Chriſt with his 

Blood ? It js therefore paſt all 
contradiction that he had the 

oreateſt afſlurance that the xr 

A. | > O 
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of God ſpake to him. 
Another- Viſion of the Worxp 
from Heaven was to St. Fohn,when 
he was pleas'd to reveal to him the 
future Rare of his Church, ics Com- 


FRAL? 
Chap. 5. 


| bats and Victories : He then ap- 


pear'd in a form expreſſive of his 
| Majeſty, Power, and Providence, 
requiſite for rhe ordering all the 
oreat Events that ſhould befal it : 
And ſaid, Tam the firſt and the laſt; 
1 am he that liveth, and was dead, and 
behold, T live for ever, and have the 
Keys of Hell, and of Death : where- 
in he appropriates to himſelf the 
incommunicable titles of the Dei- 
ty ; and then declares thole two a- 
{toniſhing Miracles, that the Prince 
of Life thac had an Eternal Princi- 
ple of it in himſelf,was dead; and 
that one who had been dead, was 


alive. This Riddle the Goſpel un- 


folds; The Son of God was made 
| M3 || a, 


HO 


Chas: 
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Man, and by that admirable union 


CA allied Eternity and Time, Life and 


Death together. As 'tis a com- 
mon form of {peech, that a Man 
dies when the Body is depriv d of 
Lite, though the Soul Se 1mmor- 
ral : JIE It was true, the Son of God 
died when his Body was crucihed, 


though he was uncapable of the 


leaſt diminution of his Divine life. 
And after three days he role by 
the Divine Power to enjoy anIm- 
mortal Lite; And have the Keys of 
Hell, and Death. The irreſiſtible 
"MN of Death all Men muſt yield 
to, and from the Grave there's no 
redemption by finite power. But 
Jetus Chrilt has Soveraign Autho- 


rity and Power to open the Grave, 


and raiſe the Dead to an happy 
Immortality. 'I his glorious Ap- 
Fearance made Sr. John to fall as 
acad at his Feet, and could not re- 

cover 
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cover himlelt, till aflured by the 
reviving words of his favour. The 
Spirit allo appear'd from Heaven 
to give Teſtimony concerning the 
divine Perſon and Office of Chriſt-: 
Firſt, by deſcending as a Dove on 
him when -he was baptiled. "This 
was the completion of the Pro- 
phecy ; T he Spirit of the Lord ts up- 
on me, He has anomted me to preach 
the GoFpel to the Poor, to publiſh Del:i- 
verance to the ( aptives. And 1n the 
{econd of the As the Spirit de- 
{cended in the form of Fiery 
Tongues upon the Apoſtles, to 
qualihe them for preaching the 
Golpel to: the World: And 'tis 
worthy of .oblervation, thar the 
Apoſtles were before this,very de- 
tective in Wildom and Courage, 
lo that their Divine Maſter,though 
Goodnels it {elf, yet rax'd them for 
their ſtupidity, and in his Suffer- 
M 3 | gs 
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Chap. 5. ings they all forſook him. But af- 


WF aVanqwo 


ter the effuſion of the Spirit upan 
them, they were endowed with 
that admirable Wiſdom and Re- 
ſolution, that nothing could gain- 

ſay and overcome. 'T hey tk 
ly ſpake in various Languages the 
things concerning Jeſus Chriſt, that 
the World was altoniſh'd;and ma- 
ny converted by this Teſtimony 
from God, for the honour of our 
Saviour, and others confounded in i 
their obſtinacy. Now ſince this 
miraculous deſcent of the Spirit 
was to ratify the Promiſe that he 
made to them, If I go away, Twill 


ſend to you another ( omforter : What 
More clear and valuable Teſtimo- 


ny can we have that Jeſus Chrift 
is the Saviour of the World> If 
Infidelity ſhould reply, If we had 
heard theſe Voices, and ſeen thoſe 
glorious Viſions , we ſhould be 
cor 
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convinc'd ; but what aflurance Chap. 5. 
have we there isno deceit in thele CVRu 

Relations ? I an{wer, There never 
was clearer Grounds of the belief 
of any thing done without the 
compals of our own lenſes, than 
of what the Apoſtles teſtify,as hath 
been evidently proved before. And 
certainly as thole who ſaw and 
heard thoſe things , were by the 
Divine Characters in the external 
Obje&as, and by their efficacy on 
their Spirits, fully perlwaded they 
were not deceived ; {o we have as 
ſtrong proots that they did not de- 
ceive us in their Reports. 

I ſhall briefly conhider the other 
Teſtimonies. And there are Three 
that bear witneſs in Earth, the Spirtt, 
and the Water, and the Blood ; and 

theſe Three agree in one. The Spirit , func, 
is to be conf(1dered in two different / $3, Þ 
manners in the Teſtimonies atrri- 

-| vip. 58. Ma | Rs 
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a ured to him, either in reſpect of 
Chap P. 'F 

)/ thoſe Repreſentations. by 1 Dove 
and Fiery Tongues, or in reſpe& 
of his Vertues and Influences com- 
municated to the Chriſtian Church : 
Ihe firſt was his "Teſtimony from 
Heaven ;_ 'The ſecond his Teſti- 
mony on Earth. And theſe were 
his Extraordinary Gifts, ſo liberal- 
ly dif pens' 'd ar the firſt preaching 
of the Golpel : To one. was given by 
the Spirit the Word.of Wiſdom, to an- 
other the Word of Knowledge," to ano- 
ther Faith, thar. 1s, extraordinary 
chikdente in the Tear Power, 
for the producing Miraculous BY 
tects ; to another the Gift of Healin, 
to met the working of Miracles, to 
another Prophecy, to anather Diſcern- 
a7 of Six its, to another divers kinds 
of Vobawes. to another the Interpr ela- 
ton of s mzucs, Now becaule theſe 
Qpcrations mare : eminently de- 


clare 


p:oved by Reaſon, 169 
clare the Preſence. and Power of Ca 
the Spirit than his ordinary Graces . COT 
they are called by that name., ow 
underſtanding the ſecond Wirgels, 
the Water, two things are obſer: 
yable : 

1, Thatin ah Riruals of Ho. 
ſes s, frequent Waſhings, were en- 
joyned, for. the purifying. of! the 
lews from Legal Pollutions, con" 
tracted by chem. And as thaſe * 
Corporal Stains were RG bFon. 
ces of the yitipas habits of. the 
| mind; ſo the cleanſing by Water 
WAS typical of-{anctitying Grace 
that purifes the-heart. And tor 
this Reaſon under the New Cove- 
Nnant-to. repreſent the ſanctificari- 
on of. Chriſtians by an outward 
hign, - Baptiſm in Water was ap- 
pointed. 
_ 2. The Apoſtle Jobnin the Nar- 
rative of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
cells 
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Ces. tells us that a Souldier pierced hi 
AR Side with a Spear, fo that Blood and 
Water came out. This is not recited 

by S. John merely as a circumſtance 
of the Hiſtory,or as a certain proof 
of his Death, but the following 
words | He that ſaw this, teſtifies it, 
and bis Teſtimony is worthy of belief, 
and be knows that be ſays true, that you 
 mhiy believe | declare it to be of 
ſingular conſequence. And ac- 
cordingly he ſays, that our Saviour 
came by Water and Blood, with re- 
ſpect to that which was done at his iſ 
Crucifixion, which was ſo ordered if 
by Divine Wiſdom for high ends: 
that is, the Water iſſuing our of his 
Side, was a fit Emblem of that 
 Sandtifying Grace that is given to 
all that have Communion with 
him in his Death. 

3. For the Teſtimony of the 


Blood, 'tis alſo to be obſerved, 
that 
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that by the Moſaic Inſtitution daily Chap. 5. 
Sacrifices were offered up, and a LA%Ry 
moſt ſolemn one, by the High- 
Prieſt in che day of Atonement, 

toexplate the guilt of Ceremonial 
Uncleanneſs, and to reſtore thoſe 
who for that were excluded from 

external Communion with God 
in the Sanctuary. Now as that le- 

oal guilt arifing from thoſe out- 
ward pollurions, and the ſeparati- 
on of thoſe who were lo polluted, 
from the Service of God, was a te- 

_ preſentation of the Moral Guilt 
and Puniſhment that follows the 
vitious habits and ations of Men ; 

{o the ſhedding the Blood of the 
Sacrifice and Offering ,' was typi- 
cal of the true Propitiation thar 
was to be made by the Blood of 
Chriſt. And this is peculiarly re- 
mark'd by the Apoſtle, that Tefus 
came not only by Water, but by Water 
and 
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Chop: 5. and Blood ; and "tis the Spirit that te- 

CAR ſtifies of it,and the Spirit us the Truth, 
By which we muſt underſtand 
ſomething diftin&t from the for: 
mer, 4.e. that the flowing of his 
Blood ſignified the reconciling ef- 
ficacy of his Death, by ſatisfying 
Divine Juſtice, and conſequently 
the remiſſion of Sins given to thoſe 
who believe in him. Now briet- 
ly, to ſhew the force of their con- 
ſpiring Teſtimony that Jeſus is] 
the Son of Godand our Redee- | 
mer, Theſe things may be con- 
ſidered abſolutely in themlelves, 
or as the accompliſhment of the 
Prophecies concerning the Meſli- i 
ah. In the laſt reſpect they at- 
for'd us a great afſurance' of this Il - 
Truth. For all was exprelly fore- 
told. And. it ſhall come to paſs m the 
laſt days, ſaith God, I will pour out of ny 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and 


your 
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our Daughters fhall prophefie, and 4 
your young Men ſhall ſee Viſuons, and XA 
your old Men ſhall dream Dreams : And 
on my Servants and Hand-Maidens T 
will pour out in thoſe dayes of my Spirit, 
and they ſhall prophefie. This pro- 
miſe was univerſally acknowledg- 
ed to refer to the coming of the 
Meſſiah. For that of Water, (that 
is, SanEtification ) not only the 
waſhing under the Law were fi- 
gures 2 it, -but *twas allo clearly 
f propheſied of in many places, and 

molt exprelly in Ezekiel, 1 will 
ſprinkle "clean Water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean ; from all your filthmeſs 
will 1 cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo 
| will T give you, and a new Spirit will T 
put within you, and I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in 
my Statutes. And for the third Te- 
{timony, beſides that the typical 
Blood of the Meſſiah ran down 


from 
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from all the Sacrifices, it was alſo . 
foretold expreſly by Eſaiah whar 
his Sufferings ſhould be, and the 


Benefits accruing from them. 


Now it we compare the Oracle 
with the event, who can juftly | 
doubt thar the Meſſiah is come? 
Burt if we conſider the things them- 
ſelves they afford an uncontroula- 


| ble Teſtimony of Chriſt's Divine 
Miftion. Compare the Primitive 


Church either with the Tews or 
the Gentiles, and fee the difference 
berween them. The Spirit that 
was communicated bur as it were 
in a few drops to the Jews, after 
the Aſcenſion of Chriſt fell in a 
main fhowr upon the Chriſtian 
Church, ioriching them with ſu- 
pernatural gifts : ſome favoured 


with Revelations of Sublime 


Truths, above the diſcovery of the 
human Underſtanding; ſome fore- 


relling 
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celling things to come that-were Chap. 5, 
beyond the diſcovery of the molt ay 
ſharp ſighted Reaſon; ſome ſpeak- 
ing diverſe Languages wherein 
they had never been inftructed , 
ſome having ſuch an extraordina- 
ry Faith in the Divine Power and 
Goodnels, that innumerable Mira- 
cles were done by them in the name 
of Chriſt. It we look into the ſtate 
of the Gentiles, how thick and pro- 
digious was the darkneſs that over-_ 
ſpread that Chaos of Impiery ? In 
the Roman Empire, that compriz'd 
the flower of Wit and Learning, 
what fooliſh and extravagant op1- 
nions of the Deity were comonly 
received ? What Idolatries, whar 
Impurities, what Abominations 
were freely practiſed ? But by the 
preaching of the Goſpel how clear- 
ly were the minds of Men inftru&- 
ed in the true Knowledg of God? 
mn | And 
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Chap: s. And. what a change was made in 
ENT, their: Lives ? The World that was 
as a barren Deſart, was {uddenly 
chang'd. into a Paradiſe fruitful in 

all good works. lnnpornce \Humi- 
liry;Purity, Juſtice, Charity, Love 

ro God, Relignation to his Will, 

were eminently viſible in all Na- 
tions, and all ſorts of perlons that 

were converted to the Faith of 
Chriſt. Now who cauſed ſuch a 
marvellous and holy Revolution 

in the World but God 2 What lels 

than a Divine Power could raile 

| Men above Senſe, and make them 
victorious over the Lufſts of cor- 

rupt Nature, fortifed by Cuſtom, 

a lecond Nature Is it conceiva- 

ble', ſuppoſing the Doctrine of 

| Chriſt were not from Heaven, that 

it ſhould produce ſuch admirable 
Eftects 2 And is it conceivable that 

God would adorn with all hi 


p20ved by Reaſon. 177 
Graces the Image of his own Ex-Clux 5: 
cellency, his moſt Precl1Ous Bene- LARS, 
firs, thole who did not honour 
him accoraing to his Will 2 Can 
there be found {ſuch aſtoniſhing 
Conrtrarieties joyn'd together, as 
the molt impious Errour and De- 
pravation © the Mind, with the 
greateſt Puriry and ReCtitude of 
the Will and Aﬀe&tions ? For if 
Jeſus Chrift were not the Son of 
God, thoſe who worthip'd him 
were in 4 mortal Deluſion. 

The third Teſtimony the Apo- 
{tle produces is the Blood: thar 1s, 
Peace with God and Conſcience, 
the bleſſed Fruit of Juſtification by 
Faith in Chriſt. The Heathen 
World was in a dark State of 
tears, or {lept ſecurely in the fha- 
dow of Death. Some were in a 
Hectic 'Trembling , continually 

| haunted with the Appaxition of 
their 
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their Sins, as ſo many Infernal 
Furies : Others, though guilty of 
molt fearful crimes, were lecure 
from ſtupid Atheiſme : Others 
were quiet, from a preſumprion 
cheriſh'd by Opinions unworthy 
of God, as if he would negle& 


his own Glory to ſhew Mercy to 


them. Now the Golpel to con- 
quer the fears of ſenſible afflicted 
Sinners, and to eſtabliſh a lively | 
hope in God's Mercy, propounds | 
a Means of Univerſal Sovereign | 
Efficacy to reconcile him to us: 
The moſt precious Blood of the 
Son of God offer'd up as a Sacrifice 
to expiate Sin. This (prinkles all 
Narions,and in all Ages to the end 


of the World will be of undecay- 


_ 1ng Vertue. "This appeas'd all the  - 


unquiet Agitations of the Sparits 
of Believers, and produc'd the 
Peace that paſles underſtanding, 
| 31 "TS 
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| 4 Toy unſpeakable and glorioushF 
"  eliviced chem mu Fear SA 5: 

of Death, under which the World 
| was ſo long in bondage. Andir 
is worthy the obſerving, that no 
Principles of Nature ever pro- 
duc'd fuch a generous Contempr 
of Death, as the Chriftian Religi-- 
on did in the Profeſſors of it. The 
Alexanders, Scipio's, and (eſars had 
S crembled ar the ſ{1ght of thele Sa- 
I vage Beaſts that were let loole up- 
| on the Martyrs, at the prepararti- 
ons of Cruelty to torment them. 
Whereas they regarded them with 
tranquillicy ; nay with Joy, as the 
matter of their 'I'rtumph. This 
was true Yalour indeed, for the 
_ Confeſſion of the moſt important 
Truth, and {uperiour to the Cou- 
rage of thoſe who were called Ful- 
mina Bell; , the moſt Renowned 
Souldiers. For in a Bartel, by 
N 2 Mar- 
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Chap. 7 Adartial Sounds, by Violent Mo- 


AAS tions the Spirits are fired, and Men 


(carce teel their Wounds. and are 
inconſiderate of their danger. Bur 
the Martyrs had nothing to heigh- 
ren their Courage , but in cool 
blood deliberately and without 
alteration encounter'd that terr1- 
ble Enemy. Beſides, Souldiers in 
the ſharpeſt Conflicts have ſome 
hopes of Victory, orelle of a ſud- 


den and honourable Death, Aut 
cita Mors, aut Vittoria leta. And 
he that Aſhe into perils with a 


ſecming bravery , when there 1s 
hopes of eſcaping, has not reſo- 


| Jution to look Death in the face 


when 'tis inevitable. There is an 
eminent inſtance of this in a fa- 
mous Captain of late memory,the 
Puke Biron: none was more bold 
in fight ; but when he was to re- 
deive the Sentence of Death tor 


his 
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his Crimes, none more diſorder meant 
by fear : ſometimes he was in a Ret uh 
rage againlt his Judges, and afrer 
his paſſion was evaporated, fell in- 
to the other extremity, unmanly 
crys, complaints, and [ive fanil 
flons to obtain favour. Bur the 
more than 'Heroick Conſtancy of 
the Martyrs contemned Death 1n 
ts neareſt - approaches, and moſt 
fearful pomp. Chriſtian Religion 
has often transform'd the moſt 
render Women and Children into 
Men,or rather intoAngels,making 
chem ſuffer with joy , that which 
our Nature cannot ſee without 
horrour. It changed as it were 
Fleſh and Blood into a Celeſtial 
{ubſtance, inſenſible of Bire' and 
Sword, and the moſt cruel Vio- 
lences. 

Now this un{haken Relolution 
in-Chriſtians encountring the laſt 


Ny Enemy 
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Enemy, was from the lively ſenſe 


AR of God's favour reconciled by the 


moſt pure and precious Blood of 


his Son, and the hopes of ever- 


laſting happinels in his preſence. 
Toconclude this Argument, tis 
£0 be obſerved there is no proof 
more proper that Jeſus Chriſt is 
che Redeemer of the World, than 
the joynt teſtimony of the Spirit, 
Water and Blood : For whereas Sin 
was the only cauſe of our Ruine, 
the Office of our Saviour is to 
repair that Ruine, and conſequent- 
ly he that eftectually does it, is to 
be acknowledged, believed, and 
umnbraced as our Saviour, Now 
the worlt effects of Sin are the ig- 
norance of the Mind, the deprava- 
tion of the Aﬀections, and the ter- 
rors of Conſcience from the ap- 
prehenſtons of Vengeance. There- 
fore ſince the Goſpel of Chriſt has 
tt brought 
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brought Celeſtial Light, Purity, Ghats, 55 
and Peace into the Worla, it is an <vRu 
infallible proof that He is the Re- 
deemer of it. "The Sun that viſits 
the World with its refreſhing 
beams, has no clearer marks of the 
Divine Wiſdom in making it, and . 
ordering its motions, than the Spi- 
ritual Light of the Goſpel thar ir- 
radiates the minds of Men, before 
in deep darkneſs. The riches of 
the Earth in variety of Fruits is not 
a more convincing Argument of 
the Divine Goodnels, than to ſee 
the Souls of Men that before were 
as dead earth, under the curſe of 
Heaven, to abound in all the fruits 
of Righteoulnels. The leparating 
the Sea from the Land, and letting 
bounds to its impetuous Waves, 15 
not a greater efte& of God's Pow- 
er. than thecalming the tempeſts 
of an unquier Conſcience, and e- 


"N 4 {tabliſhing 
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_ =a*uggh ſtabliſhing Tranquility in it. And 
2=5WY hele Bleflings we entirely owe to 
Telus Chriſt, in whole Name they 
are obtain'd, by whole Spirit they 
are conferr'd, and for whoſe Glory 
they are deſign'd. 

Now what more is requilite to 
afford us ſatisfa&tion that ]Esus 
CHRIST came from God, and 
revealed his Will in order to our 
happineſs? Can it be reaſonably 
expected that new Miracles ſhould 
be wrought to larisfy every Scep- 
tick that is {till unſaticfied 2 In- 
deed the fountain of them is not 
dried up, the Power of God is not 
weaken'd, nor his Mercy leflen- 
ed, but in extraordinary Caſes, 
when the Goſpel is firlt preach'd 
0a Nation, it may be expected 
that to convert them from Genti- 

lilm to the Chriſtian Faith he will 


£ 


make himſelt known not only by 
; Word, 


7 
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Word, but Power, in Supernatural farts 
Operations. | But the vein of Mi- Repo. 
racles is not ſtill current in the 
Church, there being ſufficient mo- 

tives of Belief for the convidtion 

of all that are not obſtinate, wich- 

out the performing new. Mult the 

Son of God preſent himſelf to all 
Men in a viſible Glory 2 Or mult. 

his Divine Father give another 
Majeſtick Teſtimony from Hea- 

ven concerning him ? It we have 

not {uch ſenſible Evidence, we 

have as ſure : The accompliſh- 
ment of Scripture-Prophecies is a 
permanent Miracle,a more certain 
proof to us than that Oracular Re- 
velation. For God ſpake but once 

in that Voice, but he ſpeaks by 

the Prophets to the end of Time. 
That was more aſtoniſhing , but 

leſs inſtruftive to us than Prophe- 

cies, that are continually unfolded. 
IS 1 > ix 
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Chap. 5. and verified by Events. | 
EPRNy Before I finiſh this Argument, 
[ will briefly conſider whar is ob- 
jected againſt ſome Do&ctrines of 
the Goſpel, viz, The Trinity, the | 
Divine Incarnation, the Mean ſtate 
and Sufferings of the Son of God 
in the World. Theſe Points have 
been oppoled by the Jews, and o- 
ther Infidels, as mere Impoſltbili- 
ties, dire&ly contrary to the Rea- 


{on of Mankind. 
l To this I anſwer ;, We muſt di- 


Hog ſtinguiſh between what is incom- 
Gut, prehenſible ro Humane Reaſon, 


heewfu 
562. and whatis repugnant to it ; be- 
VU,» 


] /9. tween the things which Reaſon 
S + On cannot perfe&tly underſtand how 
vl" [a j, they can be, and the things which 
| It perfectly underſtands that they 

- þ.773. canhor be. Natural Light may 
{ not be able to diſcover the. being 


of ſome things, and the manner of 
thell 
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their exiſtence, which really are. Clintn, 
But what it ſees to involve a con- CR. 
rradiction , 1s abſolutely impoſſi- 

ble. Now there is no Pointin the 

whole complexion of the Chrifti- 

an Faith that is repugnant :toRea- 

(on. The unity and ſupreme equa- 

lity of the Three Perſons in the 
Godhead tranicends our concep- 

tion, but Reaſon cannot prove it 

to be impoſſible. For:the Eflence 

of God is not of the ſame condi- 

tion with created Subſtances ; ſo 

that although in the whole com- 

pals of the Creatures there is no : 
like inſtance, but one Nature is al- 

ways joyn d with one Subſiſtence, 3 
yet it does not follow thatthe Di- * 
vine Nature may not fſubſiſt in 
Three Perlons. All che difficulty 
that is pretended to be invincible 1 
1s this ; That the manner of it is 
incomprehenſible. And *tis ne- 
ceſlarily 
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Chap. $ ceſlarily {o , for 'tis impoſiible that 


CARL What is Infinite ſhould be compre: 
hended by a finite mind. 
The Incarnation of the Son of 
God, wherein the Eflence of Chr. 
ſtianity conhiſts, is not contrary to 
| Reaſon. Indeed 'tis impoſitble thar 
the Divine Nature ſhould be ſub- 
ſtancially chang'd into the humane 
Nature, and God ceale to be God 
in becoming Man, but the Union 
of the Deity to the humane Na- 
ture is not impoſſible. For what 
repugnance 1s there, either in re- 
we Eoin ſpect of God, or the Creature? Is 
volus. 1t impoſſible that the Supreme 


Den Del Goodneſs ſhould communicate it 
2iqu7 1.9% ſelf in the ſtricteſt degree of union 


quod nos fa- 
:ramur inve- tO the Reaſonable Creature, or 1s 


/#1zare 79" the Reaſonable Creature incapa- 

poſſe. In tali- F- Rs : 

bx rebus, to- ble to receive the higheſt Favour ? 

- ratio fas, This is a great MyRtery ; but the 

i potentia = þ4 | | | 

©: Divine Omnipotence 1s not to-be 
limited 
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limited by our narrow thoughts. Chap. 5. 
"Tis moſt realonable to believe CRy 
that God can do, what we cannot 
diſcover how it is performed. || Se- |g,,r- qui. 
neca prudently oblerves that extra- wan nobjs 
ordinary efte&ts in Nature are un- EE 
accountable to us, as to their 1- ocauis non 14- 
mediate proper Cauſes, whilſt we How 
ly conſider the uſual Principles gm 
only conſider the uſual Principles c,g;ramw 
by which it works. Nay, in the quid ills fa- 
moſt common works of Nature ©*7%*./a 


tantum quid 


how many things are ſo percep- feceriz.Natur 
tible to Senſe that none is ſo ſty- Qu#!t.lib.s. 
pid as to deny them, yet imper- 

 ceptible to Reaſon as to the man- 

ner of their production ? Who un- 

der{tands the admirable conjuncti- 

on of the Soul and Body.in Man ? 

how two Metals of lo precious and 

{o baſe alloy, Gold and Lead, a 

Spirit and Matter, the one celeſtial 

the other earthly, ſhould ſo ftrict- 

ly combine, and CG; -- 


{ſuc 
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Chap: 5- {uch diverſity in their natures and 
CANA properties, imbrace with ſuch con- 

cord in their inclinations ? Now 
if the ſharpeſt Eye, fixt with the 
greateſt attention, cannot diſcern 
themanner of this Natural Union 
when the thing is above all doubr, 
can there be any pretence to dif: 
believe Supernatural Myſteries be- 
cauſe we are not able to compre- 
hend how they are effected ? 

3. There being infallible proofs 
that Telus Chriſt was ſent from 
God to make known his compal- 
ſflonate Counſels for the Salvation 

of Man, the conſequence is clear 

and neceflary, that the DoEtrines 
of his Golpel are to be receiv'd, 

though never {o incomprehen(1- 

ble to the natural underſtanding. 

There is no Demonſtration more 

{ure than the Principle of Faith, 

God has declar'd {o, therefore tis 

true, 
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' true. "Tis injurious to his Ho- Chap: 5: 


nour to require any other proof of ,573VJ 
his Word than his Word. "Tis in- 
comparably more certain that God 
cannot deceive us, than that our 
Underſtandings are not deceived, 
Now what is the main ſubject of 
the Goſpel ? Ir inſtructs us that the 
Word was God, and the Word was made 
Fleſh. Can there be a more plain 
Declaration who Jeſus Chriſt is, 
chat we may concelve aright of his 
Natures, his Virtues, his Preroga- 
tives and Merits ? It is not poſſi 
ble without violence to interpret 
the words otherwiſe than they 
plainly ſfignifie, that a Divine Be- 
ing aſlum'd the Humane Narure, 
and was God-Man. This was al- 
lo declar'd by Jeſus Chriſt. For 
when the Jews, ſuppoſing himto 
be a meer Man, taxt him for the 
violation of the Sabbath, in his do- 


ng. 
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Chap: «| ing a miraculous Cure on that day: 
Th lied to the! tion, My 
g"=<ayp e replied to their exception, M5 
Father works. hitherto, and 1I ok 
that is, as God is not ſubject to the 
Law of the Sabbath, but uninter- 
ruptedly does the Works of his 
merciful Providence ; ſo I his Son 
work in all times withour Iimita- 
tion. This expreſſion the Jews tru- 
ly underſtood to import no lels 
chan an equality with God, a Son 
being of the ſame Nature with his 
Father, and therefore charg'd him 
with Blaſphemy. Our Saviour a]- 
lows their Interpretation, bur vin- 
dicates it from Impiety by a fur- 
cher declaring his Comunion with 
God in his Will and Power, that 
he pertorm'd Divine Works ; that 
he might receive the [ame Divine Ho- 
nour as the Father had. And {hall 
wenot believe this Teſtimony that 
Feſus Chriſt gives of himſelf 2 Did 


not 
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not the X W o.R D underſtand the Chap. 5. 
meaning of his own Expreſſions LAN Ru 
could. Truth deceive? was it poſ-* 4: forte 
ſible for Wifdom to {peak 1 1MPpro- G _ 
4 = 
perly.?. Was Power defective and aha "ds 
unable to. declare. what it would ignoravit ? | 
have us to underſtand ? How un- peg 
reaſonable is it thento object how rs neſezvit ? 
cari this be 2 What pride is it to te- © 9 122 
entia eſt, in 
bel againſt the Divine Revelation ? jtultiloguio.,. 
what obſtinacy to remain unſatis- 2742 ? &: 
hed,unle(s we diſcover how terms ! qu whine of 
in ea fuit in- 


lo diſtant in themſelves; the high- firmitate, we 
eſt Being, GOD, and the loweſt "Paſt ct- 


qui que vellet 


in the Sphere of. Rational Beings, intellgi - 
Man ſhould be ſo ſrrictly united ? Fog lib, 8; 
How they ſhould be fo intimate- © TOY 
ly joyn d without confuſion of 
Natures 1n_one Perſon, that. is 

truly ſaid, God was humbled to 

the Forir at a Servant; and Man is 

raisd to the right-hand of God. 


Here * tis Our duty to lubje&t our 
O nobleſt 


TE OO > 


94 Chiiſtian Religion 
A nobleſt faculty the Underltandin 
g4=x 3p to Divine - Ay 26 In the De 
&rines of Faith as well as in the 
diſpolures of Providence, 'ris ſufh- 
cient to check preſumptuous Cu. 
riofiry, that God is the Author. 
I thall add one Conſideration 
more : It Jeſus Chriſt was not what 
he declar'd himſelf to be, the Son 
of God, he was a molt Impious 
' Man. For 'tis Impiety in the fu. 
preme degree, for any in the pure 
order of Creatures to aflume Di- 
vine Honour : But the quality of 
his Doctrine, and ſanctity of his 
| Life, iofinitly clear him from ſuch 

a vile Charge. For is it conceiva- 
ble that a Perſon guilty of the 


higheſt even Sacrilegious Pride, 


ſhould be an Inſtructer of the moſt 
perfect Humility to the World? 
"Tis the ſpecial: Character of his 
Religion that diſtinguiſhes it ”_ 
It 7 
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all other Infticutions, that it pre, 
ſerves the Divine Glory entire 
that it makes the profoundeſt im-. 
prefſions in the hearts of Men of 
their meanneſs and vanity, and in- 
ſpires them with an humble ſenſe 
of their infinit diſtance from God. 
And for the holinels of his Life, I 
{hall produce a Teſtimony thar 
can be liable co no exception ; "tis 
of Porphiry a Platonic Philolopher, 
who excelled as in Learning ahd 
Eloquence, ſo in Malignity, the 
moſt furious Enemies of Chriſtia- 
nity ; yet he was by irreſiſtible evi- 
dence compell'd to acknowledge, 
That Tefus Chriſt was a moſt pious and <- Ip rdleaun 47 
Excelient Perſon, and that after his os 5-Feu 
Death he aſcended into Heaven. And / 7 4 
is it credible that the ſame Perſon, ; 
whole Life was a glorious Exam- 
pe of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, 
thould be guilty of the moſt cran- 
O 2 {cendent 
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A(Cendent Wickednels? *Tis not 
Sgoflible for an unprejudic'd mind 
E7o entertain ſuch a {uſpicion. þ 

4. That the Son of God was 
here below in a mean ſtate, that 
he was exposd to the molt cruel 
' and ignominious death, if we con- 
ſider the great end of his conde- 
icending goodneſs, it will appear 
to be moſt worthy of him, and 
that there 1s no contradiction in 
the things themſelves, but in the 
perverſe minds of Infidels: For, | 

Firſt, He was to redeem the 
World nor in the way of Majeſty, 
but by humble Obedience, and 
Suffterings. Thus it was ordered 
by Divine Wiſdom for the honour 
of God's Attributes and Govern- 
ment. Now if he had appear'd 
in ſenſible Glory, the deſign of his 
| coming had been fruſtrated : who 
would have dared to condemn 
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him to the infamous death of the Cha 
Croſs 2 who would have ſhed hi% n: th 
Blood, the price of our Redemp- 
tion? And tis very obſervable 
that our Saviour made no ule of 
his Supernatural Power, when the 
doing a Miracle before Herod 
would have {truck him with the 
reverence of him as a Divine Man, 
and might have prelerved | "i 
from Death. Nay, when the glit- 
tering Hoſt of Heaven, all the ( Or- 
ders of Angels were in Arms ready 
upon his leaſt Call to have come 
| {wifter than Lightning tor his re(- 
cue, yet he meekly yeelded him- 
ſelf up a bloody Sacrifice to God, 
and an ignominious SpeCtacle to 
Men. For thus it became him to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 
Secondly ; Another great End 
of his Coming was to found a 
| Spiritual Eternal Kingdom ; He 
* was 
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AL) 
CH 5 Was conſtituted a new Adam, to re- 


LA generate Men to an holy bleſled 
Life, that were condemned in the 
firſt Adam to Death and Miſery. 
Therefore his Lite was a conti- 
nual exerciſe of Selt-denyal, a pat- 
tern of Innocence and Parience, 
of doing good and ſuffering evil. 
Thus he convinces us that nothing 
is valuable in God's account but 
Holineſs. "Thus by his own Ex- 
ample he inſtructs us in the divine 
Philoſophy, to deſpiſe the good 
and evil things here, in order to 
our everlaſting happineſs. He a- | 
{cended to Heaven by the way of 
fufterings, and calls us to follow 
him. "The fruit of Bleſlednels is 
ingrafted on the thorns of Poyer- 
ty and Perſecution for his Name- 
fake. The Laws of his Kingdom 
are in{cribed on the Body of his 
Crolz, and mult be copyed in the 

Hearts 


Hearts of his Subje&ts. And for 


( who after his Reſurreftion had 
{ome reltques of their carnal con- 


ceit, that the Kingdom of GO D 


ſhould come with obſervation for 


ics external ſplendor ) -ask'd him, 
Lord, wilt thou at this tie reſtore the 
Kingdom of Tjrael ? to raile their 


Thoughts and Afﬀections above. 


Earthly things, he anſ{wered, The 
Holy-Ghboit fhall come upon you, and ye 
ſhall be Witneſſes of me, both im Jeru- 
jalem, and m.Judea, and im Sama- 
ria, and unto the utmoſt ends of the 
Earth. Their preaching his Life 
and Death ſhould be attended 
with the power of the Spirit, to 
diſpenſe a vigorous Influence into 
the hearts of Men for his Imitati- 
on. And certainly his Example 
is of admirable uſe and profit. For 
thus he {weetens and makes ho- 

Oa4 nourable 
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this Reaſon when the Apoſtles, CG&WVRy 


ber, 1.2. 6 
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nourable choſe Vertues, the EXCr- 

CARY Cile of which were very difficult 
and unpleafing either in reſpect 
of their quality, being contrary to 
fleſhly luſts, or as they expole to 
Contempt in the opinion of the 
World. For who can refule, or be 
alham'd 'to praQtile the molt ſe- 
vere Selt-denyal, when in that he 
15 made a Copy of fo Divine an 
Original as the Son of God'? Now 
conlidering what an influence his 
Afflicted fhate has to procure Eter- 
nal Happinefs for fal en Man, and 
to prepare Man for jt, Was 1t un- 
becoming him to deicnd thus 
Tow ? Is 1t unbecoming tha,” God | 
loves as God 2? thar as infinite W ;(- 
dom and Power appear'd- in the 
Creation, ſo Infinite Mercy ap- 
pears in our Redemption ? - What 
1s: more Divine than infinitely to 
exceed all the Ideas we can-frame 


of 


p20ved by Reaſon, 


are willing to do for their deareſt 
Friends ? and where Sin abounds 
that Grace fuperabounds ? | Thus 
the Eye of: Reaſon clear'd by Re- 
velation, ſees that the voluntary 


Humiliation. of the Son. of God 
for 4 time.is {o far from dirminiſh- 


ing, thar it exalts his Majeſty. This 
is the great Argiiment-and Motive 
of theAdorationand ſolemn Praiſe 


that Real onableCreatures ſhall for, 
ever pay unto. him , wherein his 


derivative'Glory conlilts. 


From what has been diſcours'd 


we may ſee the/jult grounds of 


our firm Aﬀent'and perfect Adhe- 
rence to the Dactrine of the Go- 
ſpel. "There are not only ſuffici- 
ent but abundant Motives to in- 
duce our belief; fo that it'is af ex- 


CARE ; treme 


ZOT: 
of Perfect Love? Io do greater Chats: 
things for his Enemies, than Men LA 


*-4 
aC-/ 
6 


. 
, 


202 Chiiſtian Religion 
WIA LAFLater car voy co whom 
CPR It is revealed, ſhould not lee the 

Truth ſo illuſtrioufly viſible. The 
only account of ſuch Infidelity is 
_ given by the Apoſtle : The Godof 
this World hath blinded the eyes of them 
which believe not, leſt the Light of the 
' Llorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 15 the 
Image of God, ſhould ſhine upon them. 
The love of ſome Luft fleſhly or 
{pinitual, render Men averle from 
receiving it. The Myſteries of 
Godlinels are not confin'd to the 
{peculativemind, but are for mo- 
ral ends,to regulate our lives. From 
hence it is that the cordial belief of 
them very much depends on the 
temperand dilpoſition of the Soul. 
Thefincere humble Enquirer has 
an eminent advantage in the dil- 
covery of the truth and ſpiritual 
excellencies of the Goſpel, above 


thoſe who are over-rul'd by cor- 
rupt 
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rupt habits. For the carnal heart 


FRANDG? 
Chap. 5» 


either wholly turns the mind from C2. 


thinking on thoſe moſt {acred and 
concerning objects, or weakens its 
intention that it does not ſericufly 
and duly conſider them. Men will” 
{tudioully apply themſelves to ſe- 
cular Arts, and can diſcern the 
truth of abſtruſe Mathemarical 
| Theorems, that are not diſtaſthul to 
their evil affeftions ; yet though 
the Principles of Chriftian Faith 
are as unqueltionable as'the clear- 
eſt Propoſitions in Geometry, they 
will not ponder thofe things that 
may convince and per{ wade them 
to believe what is dire&tly oppo- 
{ite to their Luſts. © Beſides, as 
corrupt humours vitiate the palate, 
and make what 1s plealant bitter 
tothe taſte ; {o vicious deſires dar- 
ken and deprave the mind, and in- 
cline it to judge of Doctrines to 


be 
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2 be true or falſe as they are favour. 


PRA 
Chap. 5. 
CARY 
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able or diſagreeing to them. Car- 
nal perſons fortity every Objecti- 
on that may render the Myſteries 
of Godlineſs unlikely and incredi- 
ble, and will be partial for Senſu- 
ality, Of this we have a great 
inſtance in the firſt rejection of the 
Goſpel. "The Jews expected the 
Meſſiah would come with pom- 
pous Wonders, and external Mag- 
nificence ; that he would deliver 
them from the Roman Yoke, and 
found an Univerſal Monarchy for 
them, and according to thoſe car- 
nal fancies they would underſtand 
the Promiſes concerning him. Iſl 
Now though JEsusCunrisrt. 
approved himſelf to be the Son of || 
God, the true Meſſub, by the San- 
Etity of his Life, the ReCtitude of 
his Doctrine, and the Divinity of 
his Miracles, yet for the oy 
an 
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and meanneſs of his Condition, AA 
being without any {ſenſible ſhew Chap. Jo 
of Greatneſs and Glory, they de- 
ſpiſed him as moſt unworthy that 
Divine Relation and Office. Tho 
in him all the Chara&ers of the 
Meſsiah were con{picuous, and the 
Scriptures declare expreſly, that the 
Meſſiah the Prince ſhould be cut off, but 
not for himſelf, but to make reconcilia- 
tion for Iniquity, and to org in ever- 
laſtins Righteouſneſs: yer they were 
{o prepolleſt with the Ideas of a 
Terrene Felicity, that they would 
interpret all the Scriptures by 
that meaſure, as if the Meſſiah 
ſhould come into the World to re- 
pair no other ruines but of their 
Temporal State and Liberty : 
Therefore they ſpake of him with 
ſ{cornful titles ; as for this Fellow we 
know not from whence he is: And, 
# not this the ( arpenter ? Shall the 
glotious 
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rt. glorious Prophecies of the Meſ$1ah 
ep Sr accompliſh'd in him ? bo he 
have Dominion from Sea to Sea, and 
from the River to the ends of the 
Earth ? Shall all Kings bow down be- 
fore him, and all Nations ſerve him ? 
There was nothing to ſatisfie their 
fight in his outward appearance 
and Retinue, and his Miraculous 
 Condeſcention, ſo much below 
their expectations, was more pow- 
erful to harden them in unbelief, 
than all his ſupernatural Operarti- 
ons to induce them to believe in 
him. And as the Jews from their 
afte&tion to Secular things, were 
enemies to the Goſpel ; ſo the 
Heathen Philoſophers from Spiri- 
cual Pride: for they vainly affected 
the praiſe of Knowledge and Ver- 
rue, as the fruit of their own mind, 
and the produG of their own will. 
They did not conſider God as the 


Foun- 
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Fountain of Truth ; and whether 
the Ray of his Knowledg comes 
dire&ly and immediately into us, 
or by reflection from others, the 
_ glory of it 1s entirely due to him. 
Beſides, the great Myſteries of God- 


lineſSnot being ſ{uitable to their firſt. 


Opinions, were rejected with diſ- 
dain as fooliſh Impoſſtbilities. And 


in every Age f1nce,even in the pale 
of the Church, there are ſome le- 


cret Infidels that eſteem the Go- 
ſpel a Fable, and ſome who pe- 
remtorily deny the fundamental 
Articles of Chriſtianity. Thoſe 
who are ſlaves to their eyes and ap- 
petites will raiſe Clouds to > 


{cure that Truth that forbids their 
dear Luſts upon pain of Damna- 


- 


tion. "The pretended difficulty of 


Belief, is but athin tranſparent pre- 
rence, the difficulty of Practice is 
the true cauſe of their rejecting the 

Goſpel. 


F "Hf 
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Chap. fl Goſpel. They would not have the 
CARY 


Precepts of it to be their duty, and 
therfore are unwilling to acknow:- 
ledg the Doctrines of to be true. 
And thole who ſet up a Tribunal | 
in their own Underſtandings to 
which Divine Revelation muſt 
ſubmit, will not believe whar is 
above their preſumptuous Reaſon. 
But that the Soul exempt from 
paſſions: and prejudice hasno juſt 
temptation to disbeleive the Chri- 
{tian Doctrine, is evident ; in that 
ſo many Perſons in whom: the 
concurrence of . Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue was equally flouriſhing and 
excellent, after the moſt exact dil- 
cuſſion, imbrac'd it as the Heaven- 
ly Truth. It there were falſeneſs 
1n its Principles, or weaknels in its 
Proof, how could it fcape their 
diſcovery ? And that they were 
ſincere in their belief is above 


all 
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all doubt ; for they willingly 1a- Ce 
| Crificed all that is valuable and £3 
dear in this life for the profeſſion 

of it. Now was it ever known 

that any perlon would knowingly 

choole an Errour {o deſtructive ? 

The Will ſeduc'd by Senle imbra- 

ces lometimes that that. is con- 

demn'd by Realon,but itnever ad- 

heres to thole things that are con- 

trary both to Reaſon and Senle.By 

this it appears that Infidelity has no 

juſt plea from the infuffticiency of 

the proots the Chriſtian Religion, 

which have tully fatisfied the wi- 

{eſt, the mioſt conſiderate, and fin- 

cere part of Mankind. A corrupt 

Heart is the ſpring and principle of 

the illuſions of the mind in things 

that concern Salvation. - _ 

2. The Golpel propounds to 

us the molt proper and powerful 

motives of love to God, In the vi- 


P | ſible 


od 
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= BP” CLI World there is a Reprelen- 
504 ſo conl d full of 
IE tation {o conlpicuous and full © 
his Divine Majeſty,Power & Wi. 
dom thar form'd and regulates all 
things, that 'tis not poſlible but the 
attelirive regarding of it,will make 
impreſſions 'of reverence and fear, 
will raile our eſteem and HERS x 
tion. But thole are dead {entiments 
without Love. And thar in the 
guilty Creature fearful of God's 
Wrath, muſt be firſt excited by the 
hopes of his Pardoning Mercy. 
Now the Love and Kindneſs of God 
our Saviour appear'd to Man i his Re- 
demption, in the molt eminent man- 
ner. Though in that blefled Work 
the Divine Perftections are relu- 
cent in various efte&ts, Wiſdom 
delign'd ir, Power accompliſh 
it Bolineſs and Righteoulnels was 
oloriouſly declar'd in it ; . yet, as 


"tis aplicd to the benehc of Man, 


"tis 


=> 
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"cis the ſole effect of Wiſe, Almigh- 
ty, Holy, Tender Love. Mercy 
ſoften'd Gods Bowels, open'd 
Heaven, {ent down his Son to be 
one with us 1n nature,that he might 


exchange his Merits and Bleſled- 
_ neſs for our guilt and milery. Mi- 
raculous Love! to make his only 
begotten Son our Brother,to hum- 
ble him to the condition of a Ser- 
vant, that we moſt unworthy ro 


be his Servants ſhould be adyanc'd 


to be his Children: Nay, to ex- 
pole him to the death ot a Male- 
factor, equally ignominious and 
painful,that we Malefactors might 
obtain Lite and Glory. It ever 
Love delerv'd the title of Exceſs, 
tis this ; for though not withour 
Reaſon, yet 'tis without all bounds 
and meaſure. *Tis {o far above 
our thought, that *tis hard to have 
a firm belief of it. What the P/al- 
Pi mi{r 
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Chap, 5.16% {peaks of the temporal Deli- 
CRY vVerance of the Church , is more 

juitly applicable ro irs Spiritual 
Eternal Deliverance. When the Lord 
turned again the Captivity of Sion, we 
were like to them that dream. As ifa | 
poor man fancying ina dream that 
hes a King, adorn'd with the En- 
ligns of Royalty, and berween 
hopes and fears ſhould enquire of 
himlelt, Am 1 awake and in my 
right mind ? Is this Scepter, this 
Robe, this Crown real ? Or, is 1t 
all the plealant deceit of Imagina- 
tion ? And hov can we reflec up- 
on the amazing Grace of God that 
brings Salvation, bur ſuch thoughts 
will ariſe? Is it true that God did 
' not {pare his molt innocent and 
dear Son to ablolve us guilty Re- 
bels > Did he dye for his Father's 
Enemies and his own ? Unparal- 
leld Love! only to be fully con- 
_ ceivd | 


\ 


\ 


' tractives of this Love ? How can 


found united, The infinite Good- 
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ceiv'd by an infinite Underſtand- 
ing. That the Divine kg... P 
ſhould ſeem to love us more than 

his only begotten Son, in giving 

him up to death for us; that the 

Son of God {houid love us more 

than his own Life, in dying to re- 

concile us to his Father, were 1n- 
credible, but for the Teſtimony of 

God himlelf. Who can reſiſt the 


{weet Violence, the powerful At- 


any per{on that has the ule of Rea- 
{on to conſider this great Love,not 
be inflam'd with ain towards 
his Saviour 2 How 1s it poſſible 
that thele wide extremes {ſhould be 


nels of God, and the equal un- 
thanktulnels of Men ? that they 
hate and offend whom. they are 
obliged by the dearelt citles to love 
and lerve. Methinks ſuch unna- 
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Chap. 
==. "RS found in Hell: where deſpair of 
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rural Ingratitude ſhould only be 


Redemption has blotred out in 
thoſe loſt Souls the memory of the 
Love and Merits of the Redeemer. 
Bur that on Farth where his moſt 
precious Blood was ſhed, and is 
applicable for the lion of all 
thar will receive him by Faith and 
Love, that here injuries are re- 


turned for his ineſtimable Benefits, 


is the moſt enormous Impiety. 

What fþ 1all we render unto him for our 
: 'vils which he hath ſuffer irs for his 
Benefits which he g1ves to us ? All that 
we can endure for his ſake, 1s not com- 
f parable to one Thorn of his bleeding 
Crown. Let us return Love, that is ſo 
mfntely duc to him, Wo to us if we do 
21t love him. 

Conſider further, that the ſar 
moſt f tree Love har) gave the R 
eccmer for us, has reveal'c +0 To 
usS. 
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us. For who could have i imagin- Chap. 5. 
ed that the Son of God ſhoald de- CZ RY 
ſcend from his 'Throne tn Heaven, 
and from the Bolom of his Father, 
into the Womb of a Virgin-Mo- 
ther, and become Man, to fave us 
by his Sufferings ? Who ould have 
any hopes thar the human aarcure, 
our low and heavy earth, "AT 
aſcend above the Heber 2 The 
World by natural lighr knew no 
more of nis Coming to recover it 
from miſery , than it perceived 
when the lame Word in the Crea- 
tion rais'd it from the Abyls of 
Nothing. This {ſhould make us 
moſt ſenfible of his favour. Burt 
every one will pretend to love his 
Saviour. Now that we may not 
deceive our felves with a flaſhy 
Aﬀection, the Rule of Tryal is 
plain, Our love to him muſt cor- 
reſpond in its kind and quality 
PR with 
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with his love to us. And that was 
declar'd in doing and ſuffering 
what was requiſit for our Salvati- 
on. The precious Tree does not 
heal the Sore by its fragrancy, but 
muſt be wounded to give it Sove- 
raign Balm. Our Saviour did not 
only exprels in words his compal- 
fionate {enle of our miſery, that a- 
lone had been lufficient, bur loved 
us and waſht us from our Sins in his 
Blood. After his Reſurrection he 
ſhewed his pierced Hands and 
Side to the Diſciples, not only the 
real proofs that he was Jeſus that 
tuftered, but of his Love. They 
might lee his Heart open and 
Hands rent for them. Andſucha 
love is due to him. Thar which 
is only productive of Leaves and 
Bloloms, of aftectionate words of 


our Saviour, but unfruitful in the 


works of Holineſs, may deceive 


Men 
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Men by a fair appearance, but not hon pt 
his eye, who judges of the truth AAR 
and "ANZ E; = our love to him by our . 
keeping his (ommandnents. In ſhort, 
as an Heh. Heat proceeds hy. an 


emanation from the Fire O 4 


chearful Readineſs and Zealio do 
the Will of Chriſt naturally flows 
from Love conſecrated to him. 
But to enforce this the more, Ict 
us further conlider, 
. We are obliged by all the 


itles of Gratitude and Juſtice, of 


natural & Divine Reaſon,to walk 
as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Firſt, The dignity of the Au- 
thor requires this of us. The Son 
of God came down from Heaven; 
and if the Alluſton may be allow- 
ed, 

-=-- CIYCUM Ccapul omne micantes 
Depoſuit radios , propinſque accedere 


uit; 
| laid 
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Chae 5. laid down his Glory,that he might 

LPVRY familiarly teach us our Duty in or- | 
der to our happineſs : And if the 
Word ſpoken by Angels was ſtedtaft, 
and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedrence 
received 4 Just recompence of re ward ; 
How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect þ 
great "oaiiet which as the firſt, be- 


gan to be ſhoken by the Lord ? 
Secondly . "The perte&tion and 


plainnels of this Rule. Tis 2 wiſe 
obſervation, © That thoſe Laws 

* Cre beſt hs Government, that are 
Arift. Rhet. «fg clear and particular : 6 no- 
F ching 1 is left to the will of the in- 

© feriour Judg, who is nor uſually 
©{ocapable, and pure from by- 

& reſpects as the Lawgiver. The 
Golpel is a Light wherein all Ver- 

rues hine; in their bright eminence, 
and all Vices bluſh in their adivus 
detormity. [t excludes all obſcu- 
ity, that the meanelt underſtand- 
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Chap. 5. 


ings may ſee the way to happinels. 
There can be no palliations and 
excuſes for thole who will rather 
argue than obey. For the revela- 
tion of God's Will is fo full and 
open In 1t, that 'tis direc Rebelli- 
on not to yeeld entire ſubje&ion 
troit: And they who know their Ma- 
ſters Will, and do it not, ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes. -: 
Thirdly; To commend it to 
our practice we have an Example 
of perfect obedience let before us. 
If Jeſus Chriſt had repreſented in 
the World no other perſon but of 
the Word and Wiſdom of his Father , as 
a Maſter to regulate and guide us 
by his Commands, had revealed to 
us the Secrets of another World, 
and then alcended to Heaven ; the 
higneit Reverence andObſervance 
had been due to his Laws. Bur to 
rage and edge our induftry 


he 


# 
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Chap. 5 he was pleaſed to exhibit in his 


Au Lifea Patern of univerlal Obedi- 
ence. He gave us Rules of ſuch 
perfect Holinels,that there ſeemed 
no neceſſity of his practice for our 
inſtruction : And the living 1mage 
of his Laws was ſo viſible in his 
Actions , that his fole Example - 
affords us a Model of entire San- 
tity. There is no kind of Vertue 
from the loweit to the moſt Hero- 
ick, of which he might not ſay as 
he did to his Diſciples in his laſt 
Supper, Thave given you an Example, 
that ye ſhould do as T have done to yon. 
And what ſhould be more power- 
ful in the breaſts of Chriſtians than 
a ſacred Ambition to be like the 
Son of God, than a dear AﬀeCtion 
to be conform'd to their Saviour ? 
Fourthly ; To excite us to our 
Duty, the Golpel offers ſuch a Re- 


ward to encourage Obedience, 
| and 
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and threateneth ſuch prepar'd \qS(<) 
Plagues againſt Diſcbedicnce that CN 
unleſs a Man be miraculouſly 
tcransform'd into a ſtupid Beaſt, he 
cannot but be moved by them. 

Now what darkneſs of mind, 
or rather what perverſneſs of heart 
is it, if the great Intereſt of the one 
and the other Eternity, the Bleſſed 
and the Miſerable, be not ſufficient 
to work upon us ? But alas ! how 
many who pretend to be the Di- 
{ciples of Chriſt, do not obey him 
as their Maſter, love him as their 
Redeemer, nor fear him as their 
Judge ? They live as if Chriſt had 
commanded them to pleale,not to. 
crucify the fleſh, and the luſts thereof : 
as it he had bid them fer all thetr 
Aﬀections, their Loves, Defires, 
Hopes, Joys in preſent periſhing 
things, and not in everlaſting to 
come ; to labour for the Riches of 
this 
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Chap: 5. this World, as it they were eternal 
LARy Inhabitants on the Earth, and not 
ſtrangers and pilgrims in the way 
co Heaven. Thele are worle Ene- 
mies of our Saviour than the Hea- 
thens that do not know him , or 
the Jews that deny him. For,wear- 
Ie cum j- 11g the Livery of his Servants,chey 
ra ſint,magna || defame his moſt holy Profeſſion, 
-- avompt} 7, obſcure his Glory, and blalpheme 
rogativa de © © Eo 
nomine Chri- him 1n their lives. If Infidels that 
ſtzanitzt5 meyer heard the found of the Go- 


_ {pel, ſhould ſee their converſati- 


ſumus, quia 
itaagim,ac on, what judgment would they 


hoe iſ lay , make of the Excellence of Chriſt, 


 Chriftiams and the holinels of his Law ? They 
=_ ” would * blaſpheme his Goodnels 
probrin Chri- without defence. Unholy Chri- 
fti eſe videz- ſtians are the moſt guilty Sinners 


"* Zfimar; 10 the World. And their puniſh- 


de cultoribus ſuis poteſt ille qui colitur, S©uomodo enim bonts 
Magiſter eſt, cuaqus tam malos videmus diſcipulos, 2 Salv. Dc | 
Gubern. lib. 4. | 


ment 
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ment will be heightned accord- EE? I 
ingly : For they exalperate Mer- - | 
cy, and make the Blood of Atone- 
ment to cry for Vengeance againſt 
them. It it be extreme perverl- 
nels to disbelieve the Goſpel after 
ſo clear a Revelation from God ; 
what degree of folly and wicked- 
neſs is it, for thoſe who believe its 
Truth, to contradif&t the evidence 
_ and deſign of it in their lives, as if 
| there were no doubt of its talneſs? 
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Books ld by "FARE Aylmer, at the three 
Pigeons over againſt the Royal Exchange 
in Cornhil. 
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Tt Harmony of the Divine Attributes, in 
the accompliſhment of Man's Redempti- 


on by the Lord Jcſus Chritt. Or, Diſcourſes 
Vhvrein is ſhewed, how the W dom, Mercy, 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Power. and Truth 0$God 
are glorified in chat ereat and bleſſed Work. 


By Bates, D. D. in Quarto, 


'Two Sermons of the late Learned Dr. 1 [aac 
Barrow, D.D. Chaplain in Ordinary: to. his 
Majeſty, and Maſter of 564 hs Colleds 1 1n_ 


Cambriag. 


þ 


The Reconcilableneſs of God's Preſcience 
of the Sins of Men with the Wiſdom and Sin- 
cerity of his Counſels, Exhortations, and. 
whatſoever other means he uſes to prevent 
ther, In Oltave. . 
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